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Woman raped
by three men

The State Association of Scouts and Guides conducted on Sunday a meeting Samdur, Tadong, to finalize the different winter programmes of adult leaders and also for scouts, guides, rovers and rangers. --- SANJAY AGARWAL

UP to implement 'Sujalam Sufalam' campaign in two districts of Bundelkhand
LUCKNOW, OCT 7/--/Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath instructed officials on Sunday to study and implement Maharashtra's "Sujalam Sufalam" campaign in two
districts of Bundelkhand region which is facing a droughtlike situation. According to a statement issued by the office
of the UP chief minister, Adityanath lauded the campaign
while watching a presentation on it at his official residence
here and said that a team under the agriculture production
commissioner should study it so that it could be implemented
as a pilot project in Mahoba and Hamirpur. "After seeing the
results of the campaign in both the districts, it will be implemented in Bundelkhand, so that water could be made

available in the villages. Water harvesting-related work in
future should be done as per this campaign," the chief minister
said in the statement. Under the "Sujalam Sufalam" campaign, dams, ponds, minor irrigation tanks, percolation ponds
and farm ponds are first identified, and then, digging work
is carried out to deepen them. The silt from the dams and
water bodies is cleaned, the drains are widened and deepened (if necessary). Adityanath said the UP government was
working on various schemes to address the problem of drinking water in Bundelkhand. He added that dependency on
the Ganga and the Yamuna rivers for water has to be reduced.
(PTI)

M U Z A F FA R N A G A R
(UP), OCT 7/--/A 24-yearold woman was allegedly
raped by three men in
Budhana town in this district of Uttar Pradesh, police said Sunday.
The incident took place
Saturday when the woman,
who was waiting for a bus to
return to her village, was
given a lift by the three accused, who took her to a forest area and raped her, Station House Office (SHO),
Budhana, Jai Bhagwan
said. On the basis of a complaint from the woman, a
case was registered against
the three accused who were
absconding, he said, adding that the victim was sent
for a medical examination.
According to the complaint lodged by the victim, she had come to
Budhana from her village,
Phugana, and was given a
lift by the three men on
their motorcycle on her
way back. (PTI)

Singtam school holds
awareness programme
on ‘technology addiction’

India not adequately harnessing potential of women in science: Prez

Two shot
dead in
Sikar: Police
SIKAR, OCT 7/--/A police
inspector and a constable,
who were chasing an SUV
that had sped past a barricade, were allegedly shot
dead near Beswa village under Fatehpur police station
in this district, officials said
Sunday. Sikar Superintendent of Police Pradeep Mohan
Sharma said Fatehpur police
station in-charge Mukesh
Kanungo and Constable Ram
Prakash were shot dead when
they began chasing the miscreants.
The two policemen were
on 'routine duty' at the check
post on Saturday night, when
one Ajay Chaudhary and
four of his associates approached the barricade in a
sports utility vehicle,
Sharma said.
The policemen signalled
the SUV to stop. The vehicle
sowed down momentarily
and then sped past the check
post, prompting the policemen to give them a chase, he
added.At this, the SUV occupants opened fire at the police vehicle, killing the inspector and the constable,
the Sikar SP said.(PTI)

inauguration of the fourth
India International Science
Festival (IISF) here.
The President said that
science is done best when it
is a collaborative venture,
with resources including
funding resources and facilities being shared.
This is the era of partnerships between research
centres and universities.
He urged the scientific
community to mentor and
open its doors to budding
researchers and students in
universities.
The President said that
the role of science and scientific innovation in national
developmental
agenda is expanding day
by day. Mentioning the patent applications by Indian
start-ups, Kovind said, "In
2017, patent applications
by Indian start-ups rose to
909. This was a 15-fold increase from the number in
2016, when it was just 61."
In 2018, India's R&D investments will amount to
an appreciable USD 83.27
billion. The government

has announced the Prime
Ministers Research Fellowship Scheme. It will promote development through
innovation and has a
budget of Rs 1,650 crore for
seven years beginning
2018-19, he noted. "These
are exciting times for science in India. The resources are now available.
It is for our talent pool to respond," he said.
The President also informed that "between 2012
and 2017, 649 Indian scientists have retur ned from
abroad to pursue research
opportunities at home. In
the previous five years,
only 243 scientists had
come back." He said that
budding researchers and
students look to senior scientists for guidance, support and access to laboratories and equipment. With
such generosity of spirit
and of intellect, Indian science will carry much
greater weight. And it will
move closer to building a
best-in-class ecosystem.
Kovind said that sci-

ence has always been a part
of Indian culture. "Centuries ago, our ancestors were
uncovering the secrets of
mathematics and the concept of the zero. "They
were applying the lessons
of science in fields as far
apart as medicine and metallurgy. From the Green
Revolution to our space
programme to the creation
of a thriving biotech and
phar maceutical industry,
science has driven our post
-1947 modernisation," the
President said.
In the first quarter of
the 21st century, in the age
of robotics and precision
manufacture,
of
bioinformatics and gene
editing, of the Fourth Industrial Revolution and Artificial Intelligence, it is
time for a quantum jump,
he noted.
The President said the
country cannot make that
jump "without converting
science into a mass movement and without promoting tinkering and innovation as an everyday activ-

ity in our labs, our universities and even our
schools". "Jugaad, cutpaste experiments and frugal innovation have their
role. Even so, if we are to
transform India into a middle-income economy and
an advanced industrial
power, we need to upgrade
the engines of knowledge
creation. "Science and
technology are not a mere
add-on. Their cross-cutting
nature and role in every
field and in all our flagship
programmes and developmental effor ts have to be
appreciated," he said.
The President also
termed IISF as the 'Kumbh'
of Science. "UP has been
famous for Kumbh, and it
will be now known for Science Kumbh as well," he
said. Uttar Pradesh Governor Ram Naik, Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath, Union
Science
minister
Harshvardhan also spoke
on the occasion. Students
from various schools and
colleges participated in the
event. (PTI)

Arun Jaitley to spend his MP area development
funds on Rae Bareli: UP BJP spokesperson
LUCKNOW, OCT 7/--/Union Finance Minister Arun
Jaitley will spend his MP
area development funds on
Rae Bareli, a move being
seen as an attempt by the
BJP to breach the Gandhi
family bastion in the 2019
Lok Sabha polls.
'Representative'
of
Arun Jaitley and UP BJP
spokesperson Hero Bajpai
told PTI, "Almost a month
back, Jaitley had chosen
Rae Bareli district as a
Rajya Sabha MP from Uttar
Pradesh. The backwardness of the district despite
being represented by a
prominent political family
and the various demands
which have been emanating from the district,
prompted Jaitley ji to
choose this."
Under the Members of
Parliament Local Area Development
Scheme
(MPLADS), each MP has
the choice to suggest to the
district collector for works
to the tune of Rs 5 crore per
annum to be taken up in
his/her constituency.
A Rajya Sabha MP can

recommend works in one or
more districts in the state
from where he/she has
been elected.
Bajpai said, "The Union
finance minister may tour
Rae Bareli in the first or
second week of November."
Ho wever, Bajpai r uled
out any possibility of an
epic battle in the 2019 Lok
Sabha elections between
Sonia Gandhi and Arun
Jaitley. "He (Jaitley) will
not contest the Lok Sabha
elections,
but
will
strengthen the BJP in the
Congress bastion," Jaitley's
representative said.
The people in Rae
Bareli have been demanding a stadium, a university,
solar lights and solar energy-operated pumps in remote villages of the district, Bajpai said, and
added that efforts would be
made to fulfil all the incomplete works in the district
so that people could heave
a sigh of relief. He also said
Rs 2.5 crore had already
reached the chief development officer of Rae Bareli
(the nodal person to carry

out the works using the
MPLADS funds).
Rae Bareli is currently
represented by Sonia Gandhi in the Lok Sabha, while
the neighbouring parliamentary constituency of
Amethi is represented by
Rahul Gandhi (current
Congress president).
Prior to this, Indira
Gandhi had won from Rae
Bareli in 1980, while her
elder son Rajiv Gandhi had
represented Amethi in Lok
Sabha in 1984, 1989 and
1991. Sanjay Gandhi had
won from Amethi in 1980.
"Rae Bareli, which remained in darkness, as development eluded it during
the the Congress rule, has
now started experiencing
the first rays of development touching its soil.
Whenever any stalwart
leader enters a district, it
adds a new dimension to
the growth saga of the district," Bajpai said, claiming
that people of Rae Bareli
are happy that the Union finance minister will be
spending his MP area development funds on the dis-

trict.
Jaitley's representative
also said, "This will help
the BJP achieve its mission
of bagging more than 73
Lok Sabha seats from UP in
the 2019 general elections."
Uttar Pradesh sends 80 MPs
to the Lok Sabha.
In the 2014 parliamentary elections, the BJP won
71 seats, its ally Apna Dal
got two, while the SP
bagged five and the Congress won the remaining
two.
Union Textiles Minister
Smriti Irani, during a recent visit to Amethi and
Rae Bareli last month, had
attacked the Gandhi family
for the lack of development in its stronghold.
She had accused the
two Congress leaders for
failing to develop their own
constituencies, claiming
that 70 to 80 per cent of
houses were still made of
mud. In the 2014 Lok Sabha
elections Sonia Gandhi had
bagged 5,26,434 votes and
defeated her BJP rival by a
margin of 3,52,713 votes.
(PTI)

Crores exchanged hands in appointment of VCs: TN Guv
CHENNAI, OCT 7/--/
Tamil Nadu Governor
Banwarilal Purohit has alleged that crores of rupees
exchanged hands in the appointment of vice-chancellors to universities before
he took over. Reacting to his
remarks, the ruling All India
Anna
Dravida
Munnetra
Kazhagam
(AIADMK) in the state said
it had no role in the appointments of vice-chancellors. In the "appointment of vice-chancellors...
exchanging (of) money in
crores, I could not believe
that, then I decided that
things had to be changed,"
Purohit said at an event on
education her e Saturday.
He added that the people of
Tamil Nadu would appreciate that "till date I have selected nine vice-chancel-

lors, purely on merit, nobody can raise a finger
(against him)...from vicechancellors to primary
school teachers -- all appointments should be
clearly on merit".
The governor's remarks
have virtuall y strengthened the opposition criticism against the AIADMK
government on the appointment of vice-chancellors to
the state-run universities.
The Pattali Makkal
Katchi (PMK) had in February demanded a probe
by the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) into alleged corruption in the universities of Tamil Nadu.
Higher Education Minister K P Anbazhagan said,
"I am duty bound to clarify
that the government has no
role in the appointment of

vice-chancellors."
He
dubbed Purohit's remarks
as "surprising" since the
recommendations to the
governor to appoint vicechancellors were made by
search committees, over
which the government had
no control. The government appointed only one
member -- an eminent educationist of standing or a
government secretary -- to
the search committees to
recommend the names of
vice-chancellors, while the
two other members were
named by the university
syndicate and the governor
respectively, the minister
said. The government does
not even see or ask who
were recommended for the
top posts by the committee,
he said, adding that only
the governor selected the

vice-chancellors on the basis of the search committee's recommendations.
The minister said this
was the norm being followed in the selection of
vice-chancellors even before the incumbent governor assumed office.
Speaking to reporters at
Dhar mapuri on Saturday,
the minister said, "What the
governor had in mind when
he made the remarks can
only be answered by him."
Fisheries Minister D
Jayakumar said the government would take action
"if there is truth in the allegations and if the identity
of those who got posts by
shelling out money becomes known".
In Februar y, then vicechancellor of Bharathiyar
University, Coimbatore, A

Ganapathy, was arrested by
the Directorate of Vigilance and Anti-Corruption
(DVAC) in a bribery case,
following which he was suspended.
In November 2016, the
now defunct CoimbatoreAnna University's former
vice
chancellor
R
Radhakrishnan was convicted in a graft case by a
court and sentenced to undergo five years of rigorous
imprisonment.
In August last, a scam in
awarding marks during revaluation was exposed in
the premier Anna University here.
Besides graft allegations, the appointments of
vice-chancellors to some
universities have also been
mired in controversies for
other reasons as well. (PTI)
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RANGPO, OCT 7/--/
SAATHI (Sikkim against
Addiction towards Healthy
India) team and class XII science stream of Government
Senior Secondary School
Singtam organized on Sunday an awareness programme on "Technology addiction" and an inter-school
science quiz competition
cum exhibition and the inauguration of the newly installed CCTV system.

The objective to organize this programme was to
bring awareness that teen alcoholism and drug abuse
were not the only major
problem now-a-days but the
problem of technology addiction had been spreading
vigorously among today’s
generation. The science
quiz competition was the
main attraction. Sumin
Lingzey School bagged the
first prize followed by
Lower Sumin Secondary
School and Singtam Sr. Sec.

School. At the science exhibition where innovative
models like thermo wind
plant, vacuum cleaner, hydr ated car, various electronic models, model on organic farming, drain digger
and water harvester were
exhibited. The main aim of
organizing this exhibition
was to inculcate scientific
temperament and to harness
science and technology for
sustainable development.
Ten newly installed CCTVs
were also inaugurated.

Shah dares Rahul to debate BJYM
leaders over development in MP
UJJAIN (MP), OCT 7/--/BJP chief Amit
Shah on Saturday challenged Congress
president Rahul Gandhi to a debate with
any leader of the Bharatiya Janata Yuva
Morcha (BJYM) on the development track
record of the two parties in poll-bound
Madhya Pradesh. I challenge Rahul baba
(Rahul Gandhi): decide the city, forum, date
and time, and I will send the chief of my
Yuva Morcha (youth wing) of that city and
let there be a debate on development... (during) your 55 years of rule and (chief minister) Shivraj Singh Chouhan's 14 year-rule,"
Shah said, addressing a gathering here.
However, he said the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) had much more to achieve. "There is
a lot to be done. (West) Beng al, Odisha,
Telangana, Tamil Nadu and Kerala have to
be won. Until the saffron flag of the BJP flutters from the south to the eastern coast, no
BJP worker has the right to rest," he said.
Shah stressed the victory in November
28 polls in Madhya Pradesh will boost the
enthusiasm of party workers in West Bengal and provide some succour to "mothers
of martyred party workers in Kerala". "MP
victory should be so big that the BJP should
win all elections from Panchayat to Parlia-

ment for the next 50 years," he said further.
Shah said BJP had won all the states
which went to polls after 2014 Lok Sabha
elections and the Gandhi scion should not
"even dream" about winning in Madhya
Pradesh. "Be it Maharashtra, Haryana,
Jharkhand, Manipur, Assam, Meghalaya,
Nagaland, Tripura, Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Himachal, Goa, Gujarat, BJP
won every state. How can you (Rahul Gandhi) even dream (of a victory in Madhya
Pradesh)?" Shah asked.
Shah also accused former prime minister
Manmohan Singh of not uttering a word
while infiltrators sneaked into the country
and beheaded Indian soldiers. "After the
BJP came to power, they (terrorists from Pakistan) made the mistake of attacking our
jawans at Uri a t 3 AM and did not give a
chance to retaliate. Twelve soldiers were
killed," he said. "On the tenth day (of the attack), Modi ordered our soldiers to retaliate.
Our brave jaw ans conducted a surgical
strike and took revenge," the BJP chief said.
Earlier only the US and Israel were known
for avenging the death of their soldiers, now
India's name has been added to this list, he
said. (PTI)

Girl children as vegetable vendors at Mirik busty in Mirik --- DEEP MILAN PRADHAN

CYMK

LUCKNOW, OCT 7/--/
President
Ram
Nath
Kovind on Saturday expressed concern over the
low
participation
of
women in higher science,
saying the country is not
adequately
harnessing
their scientific potential
and it is a collective responsibility to overcome
this social and systemic
challenge.
He noted that of the
3,446 scientists working at
the Council of Scientific
and Industrial Research, a
premier national research
and development organisation, only 632 or 18.3 per
cent are women. "In a week
when women scientists
have won Nobel priz es for
physics and for chemistry,
this is a telling statistic. It is
a reminder of the scientific
potential of our daughters
that we are not adequately
harnessing. This is both a
social and systemic challenge but it is our collective responsibility to overcome it," the President said.
He was speaking at the

