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Dalai Lama visit, refugee, Bangla minister hopes
for early repatriation of
border issues kept
Rohingyas
Arunachal in news in 2017
ITANAGAR, JAN 5 (PTI) Tibetan
spiritual leader the Dalai Lama's
visit and China's protest, the
Chakma-Hajong refugee issue,
boundary dispute with neighbouring Assam and IAF chopper crash
were some issues that kept
Arunachal Pradesh in news during
2017. Amid strong protest from
China, the Dalai Lama on April 4
visited the state and delivered sermons and engaged in religious discourse during his seven-day stay
in the state. A few days later, the
Arunachal Pradesh government
strongly denounced China's move
to 'standardise' official names for
six places in the state, which Beijing
claims to be part of its territory, in
an apparent retaliation against the
Dalai Lama's visit. Old resentments
ran high in September after the decision of the Centre to grant citizenship to Chakma and Hajongs in
the state following a Supreme
Court directive of 2015.
Politicians and activists, cutting across political allegiances in
the state, claimed the move undermines the rights and interests of
Arunachal's indigenous population. The All Arunachal Students'
Union (AAPSU), which has a long
history of anti-Chakma agitations,
called a state-wide strike on September 19 to protest against the
Centre's decision. It led to sporadic
violence, with vehicles being set
afire, and the state nearly coming
to a halt, as government offices,
schools and markets remained
closed. In a letter to Union home
minister Rajnath Singh, Chief
Minister Pema Khandu said the
matter was of deep emotional concern and his state was not ready to
accept any infringement of the
constitutional protection given to
the tribal s of the state. The
Arunachal Pradesh Assembly also
resolved to call upon the Centre
to take urgent steps to protect the
territorial and other consequential
rights of the state tribal population
as protected and guaranteed under
the Constitution.
The predominantly Buddhist
Chakmas and the Hindu Hajongs
are among the earliest persecuted
groups to have sought refuge in
India. Tragedy also struck the state
as it reported two helicopter
crashes during the year. An IAF
chopper pressed on flood rescue
mission went missing near Sagalee
in Papum Pare district with three
crew members and IRBn personnel
on board on July 4. Police recovered the bodies after three days of
intense search operations. In the
other incident on October 6, an
Indian Air Force (IAF) Mi-17 V5
helicopter crashed near Tawang
killing all seven on board. In addition, an IAF chopper with Union
minister Kiren Rijiju on board
made an emergency landing at a
college ground here on July 4 due
to poor visibility. The year also

witnessed crisis in the Arunachal
Pradesh Public Service Commission (APPSC) following a question
paper fiasco in the preliminary examination of combined exams.
Trouble began when four
Chakma candidates name were figured in list of candidates for the
preliminary examination. However,
after strong protest by various students' bodies in the state their
names were omitted. After the preliminary examination, aspirants accused the commission of providing erroneous question papers and
setting questions from a Pakistanbased website.
The candidates even staged a
dharna in front of the commission's office demanding re-conduct
of the preliminary examination.
The commission decided to re-conduct the preliminary examination.
Another issue tha hogged the
limelight in the state during 2017
was the inter-state boundary dispute with Assam. Assam forest officials on December 8 demolished
four under construction tourist
resorts at Dollungmukh in Lower
Subansiri district, a move which
evoked strong resentments among
various students' bodies of the state.
After a news portal made public the
contents of a 60-page booklet allegedly written by former chief minister Kalikho Pul before committing
suicide on August 9, 2016, his eldest wife Dongwimsai Pul demanded the Centre to initiate a CBI
inquiry into the death of her husband. The law-and-order scenario
in the state during the year remained grim with underground
cadres laying an ambush on 13
Assam Rifles near Jairampur in
Changlang district on January 22
which led to death of two security
personnel. Intensifying its operation against underground groups
active in Tirap, Chang lang and
Longding districts of the state, security forces during the year apprehended 14 NSCN (IM) rebels, 12
NSCN (K), one NSCN (U), 7 NSCN
(R) and three ULFA cadres during
the year besides recovering a huge
cache of arms and ammunition.
To tackle the insurgency problem in three eastern districts of the
state, the Centre sanctioned a special package for strengthening the
security apparatus. Flood and landslides lashed several district in the
state during the year claiming several lives The state also witnessed
political crisis during the year with
the ruling BJP on August 11, parting
ways with its North East Democratic Alliance (NEDA) partner the Peoples' Party of Arunachal
(PPA). On August 7, the state unit
of the NCP was dissolved after resignation of all its leaders from the
party who later joined the National
Peoples' Party (NPP). The BJP formally welcomed Chief Minister
Khandu into the its 'parivar' on
January 7. (PTI)

KOLKATA, JAN 5 /--/ Bangladesh Information
Minister Hasanul Haq Inu has expressed hope
that the repatriation of Rohingya refugees from
his country will start "very soon". Myanmar had
in November last year agreed to take back tens
of thousands of Rohingyas who fled to Bangladesh following a military crackdown. "There is
an agreement between the Myanmar and Bangladesh governments. We hope the repatriation
will start very soon. Although there is no time
frame but those who have recently crossed over
to Bangladesh, they have been scrutinised and
Myanmar has agreed to take them back," Inu told
reporters here last night. He lauded Bangladesh
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's leadership for
the way it tackled the Rohingya crisis. Any refugee crisis is a stress on the economy, but the Bangladesh government has passed the test, he said.
Over 6,00,000 Rohingya Muslims have fled
Myanmar's violence-hit Rakhine state to neighbouring Bangladesh since August 2017 when the
military intensified crackdown on their alleged
militant outfits. Asked about the updation of the
National Register of Citizens (NRC) in Assam,
Inu said there had been no incident of violence
in bordering districts of Bangladesh which might
have forced migration to India in the last 40 years.
"There has been no major incident of violence
in the last 40 years that might have forced migration from bordering districts of Bangladesh to
Assam or Tripura. Also, there are no family connections (relatives) in those areas," Inu said. The
NRC of 1951 is being updated in Assam under
the supervision of the Supreme Court to identify original residents of the state in order to
check illegal migration. On the issue of terrorism, Inu said Bangladesh had adopted a zero-tolerance policy towards terrorism and Dhaka would
not allow its soil to be used for terror acts against
any country.(PTI)

Modi walks up to Manmohan
in RS, shakes hands
NEW DELHI, JAN 5 /--/ Prime Minister
Narendra Modi today shook hands with former
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh soon after the
Rajya Sabha was adjourned sine die. The cordial
"handshake" came barely weeks after the duo had
been locked in a bitter war of words over Gujarat
elections. As soon as Chairman M Venkiah Naidu
adjour ned the House sine die and 'Vande
Mataram' was rendered, Modi was seen moving
towards the opposition benches shaking hands
with some members, including his predecessor.
He reached the seat of the former premier, shook
hands with him for quite some time and spoke
to him. Among others with whom the Prime Minister was seen shaking hands were Deputy Chairman P J Kurien and veteran Cong ress leader
Karan Singh, who was bid farewell by the Upper House today as his tenure ends on January
27.
The show of cordiality between the
incumbent and the former premier
follows a rare row that broke out last
month after Modi insinuated that

What top editors, CEOs of
publishing houses read in 2017!
NEW DELHI, JAN 5 /--/ When you ask CEOs, top editors and publishers
whether they found time to read books published by their competitors
in the year gone by, don't always expect a ne gative answer. For many
of them managed to read a lot of books brought out by other publishers despite having a busy time in 2017. According to HarperCollins India
CEO Ananth Padmanabhan, the three books he enjoyed the most were
"Tom Hanks' collection of short stories "Uncommon Type" (Penguin
Random House), Tim Harford's "Fifty Things That Made the Modern
Economy" (Hachette) and Dan Brown's "Origin" (Penguin Random House).
He also read Walter Isaacson's biography of Leonardo Da Vinci published
by Simon & Schuster which he found "purely fascinating". The top three
reads of Meru Gokhale, Editor-in-Chief, Literary Publishing, at Penguin Random House India, were "Ants Among Elephants" by Sujatha
Gidla (HarperCollins India), "Home Fire" by Kamila Shamsie
(Bloomsbury India), and "Remnants of a Separation" (HarperCollins)
by Aanchal Malhotra. When asked about his favourites, Bhaskar Roy,
CEO of Palimpsest Publishers, said the book that cast a spell on him
was George Saunders' "Lincoln in the Bardo" (Bloomsbury). "The master short story writer poignantly explores a state between death and
rebirth. Soon after the end of the American Civil War, when President
Lincoln is still grappling with the unsettled situation, he sees his 11year-old son traipsing into the surreal state between life and death. In
this first novel Saunders
explores an area where
fiction merges into philosophy," he infor med.
"At the opposite end is
Haruki Murakami's irrepressibly irreverent
'Men Without Women'
(Random House) which
brilliantly explores human relationships and inner crevices of doubts,
dilemmas, follies and foibles that sum up an urban man's life. This collection of short stories
points
to
our
vulnerabilities without
leaving the reader sad or
depressed," he said.
"My nonfiction reads
were overwhelmingly
topped
by
Rana
Dasgupta's 'Notes on a
Suicide', an incisive
quest
into
the
dysfunctionality and
delirium of the 21st-century urban life in Europe.
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NOTICE INVITING TENDER
The Executive Engineer, Port Blair South Division, APWD, Port
Blair on behalf of the President of India Invites separate sealed
item rate tenders (in form C.P.W.D.8) from the approved and eligible experienced contractors of appropriate class of APWD for
following works.
NIT No.50/EE/PBSD/2017-18 Name of work:- Construction of
Double storied New Modular OT at G. B. Pant Hospital. Sub
work:- Balance work of Lift shaft and Machine Room. Estimated
Cost: Rs.10,95,596/- Earnest Money :- Rs. 21,912/- & Time of
Completion :- 01 (one) Month.
The tender forms and other details can be obtained from the O/o
Executive Engineer, PBSD on payment of Rs. 500/-. The last
date of receipt of application to purchase tender form will be 10/
01/2018 upto 4:00 PM. Other details/ information can be seen on
website www.and.nic.in
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