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K'taka home minister defends
CM's 'terror' jibe at BJP-RSS

Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan addressing a gathering the inauguration of the two-day Loka Kerala Sabha (LKS), a common platform
for Keralites living across the globe, at the Legislative Assembly Complex in Thiruvananthapuram.

Chandrayaan-2 mission on schedule: ISRO
SRIHARIKOTA (AP), JAN
12/--/The Indian Space Research Organisation today
said the Chandrayaan-2 mission is on schedule and flight
models are going through
various
tests.
In
Chandrayan-2, the country's
second mission to the Moon,
ISRO is planning to rover to
explore the lunar surface. "It
is on schedule. We have to
find out whether it is in
March or not," ISRO Chairman A S Kiran Kumar told reporters here in a response to
a question.
Speaking after the successful orbiting of 31 satellites, including weather observation Cartosat-2 Series
craft, by the PSLV-C40, he
said the Chandrayan-II satellite was getting ready at the
ISRO Satellite Centre.
The flight models were
going through various levels
of tests, he added.
It would comprise an
orbiter, lander and sixwheeled rover which would
move around the landing
site and instruments on it
would send back data that
would be useful in analysing
the lunar soil.
After reaching the lunar
orbit, the Lander housing the
rover will separate from the
orbiter. After a controlled
descent, the lander will soft
land on the lunar surface at
a specified site and deploy
the rover. Director of ISRO's

Liquid Propulsion Systems
Centre at Mahendragiri in
Tamil Nadu S Somanath said
tests related to ChandrayanII were underway at the centre also. "What we are trying
to do is to prove the ability to
do a soft landing (the rover).
Tests are on to demonstrate
soft landing in a simulated
way," he said. Terming it as
a "wonderful task", he said
"we are trying to complete it
in a short span of time and
that is going on right now".
To a query on whether
there was possibility of ISRO
carrying out manned space
mission, Kumar said, "The
possibility was always there
for taking up such a mission
but the government has to
decide by giving resources."
On the future launches to
be taken up by ISRO in 2018,
Kumar said the next launch
will be a communication satellite. The GSLV-MkII first
stage had been assembled
and already completed integration. "They are going
through process and it is targeted sometime next month
(for launch)," he said.
Beyond that, there would
be MkIII and another PSLV
which will carry navigation
satellite IRNSS-1I.
"We also have a number
of launches almost every
month one launch and we are
going to work towards that",
Kumar, who is retiring later
this month, said.

"We are trying to push the
launch envelope to such an
extent so that we have three
of GSLV category and nine
of PSLV category (this year).
It is still quite a tough task",
he said. Referring to the unsuccessful launch of IRNSS1H on August 31 last year, he
said it was a peculiar case.
"Very marginal deviation
created a problem. Not withstanding that what we did is
we went through a rigorous
process of analysing and
have made the system more
robust", the ISRO chief said.
Kumar said to identify
the cause of the incident, a
team was formed which carried out various simulations
and review process were
taken up by the scientists.
"Each time you encounter a problem you come out
of it. You need not worry
about the failure. If you have
not failed it means, you have
not tried hard enough. So, we
need not worry about set
backs", he said. Kumar said
launch vehicle technology
was a very complex thing
and in spite of hundreds of
successes, there can still be
a failure. "That is why it is
called as risky business. So
what we need to clearly understand is that each time
make the system more and
more robust, learn the deficiency and keep improving",
he added. Vikram Sarabhai
Space Centre (VSSC) Direc-

tor K Sivan, who has been
named the successor to
Kumar, termed as 'excellent'
today's launch and credited
the entire ISRO team for the
success.
He also noted that many
international customers approached the ISRO for the
launch immediately after
the PSLV-C39 failure and it
showed the confidence that
they have in the agency's
workhorse launch vehicle.
"We will be definitely
meeting their expectations in
the future also. This mission
is definitely showing the
green flag for the exciting
high profile missions in 2018
such as the Chandryaan 2,
GSLV mk 3 then GSAT-11,"
he said.
Director of Satish
Dhawan Space Centre P
Kunhikrishnan lauded ISRO
scientists for opening the
year with a success.
This mission proved the
effectiveness of all corrective measures taken in PSLV
C-40 "making the vehicle
more robust and reliable," he
said. Multiple projects were
underway at the spaceport to
ramp up ISRO's launch capabilities, he said.
He said the second vehicle assembly building
project was in the final
phase of completion and it
would meet the future
launch requirements from
the second launch pad. (PTI)

Maha Cong seeks apology
Rs 3 lakh aid to kin of minor
from Gadkari for 'insulting' Navy killed in police custody in HP

MUMBAI, JAN 12/--/The Maharashtra unit of the Congress today hit out at Union Minister Nitin Gadkari for "insulting the Indian Navy" and demanded an apology from
him. "Gadkari should apologise for insulting the Indian
Navy by saying he will not give an inch of land to Navy officers in Mumbai and asking them to go on Pakistan border.
We condemn these remarks," Maharashtra Cong ress
spokesperson Sachin Sawant said. Wondering why all Navy
officials need to stay in posh South Mumbai, Ports minister
Gadkari had yesterday said "not an inch" of land would be
given to Navy to build flats or quarters in the area. "Actually, Navy is needed at the borders from where terrorists
sneak in. Why does everyone (in the Navy) want to stay in
South Mumbai? They (Navy) had come to me, asking for a
plot (of land). I will not give even an inch of land. Please
don't come to me again," Gadkari had said. Gadkari's public displeasure came in the backdrop of the Navy declining permission for building a floating jetty at Malabar Hill
in south Mumbai, where a floating hotel and seaplane service are planned. Sawant charged why Gadkari was insisting on a floating hotel which can be threat to Mumbai's security. "This should be probed," he demanded. Sawant alleged that BJP's patriotism was sham and was not applicable to private companies. He claimed that the Navy took
objection to helipad and redevelopment projects in South
Mumbai due to security issues especially in the backdrop
of the 26/11 terror attacks. The Congress leader said
Gadkari's comments were damaging the morale of Navy officers. (PTI)

DHARAMSALA, JAN 12/
--/The Himachal Pradesh
g over nment has announced an assistance of
Rs 3 lakh for the next of
the kin of a minor who
was killed in the police
custody in the rape-andmurder case of a girl in
Kotkhai.
Chief Minister Jai
Ram Thakur announced
the aid while replying to
the discussion on motion
of thanks on Governor's
address to the legislative
assembly.
The 16-year-old girl
had gone missing in Halila
in Kotkhai area of Shimla
district on July 4 last year
and her bare body was recovered on July 6.
After the postmortem
report confirmed rape and
murder, a case was registered and following public
outcry, a Special Investigation team was constituted
which arrested six persons. One of the six accused in the case died in
police custody and eight
police officers, including
an IG-rank officer, were arrested by the CBI in connection with the custodial
death. Thakur said the
public's trust on the state
police had gone down in
the previous government's
r ule. "This government
shall rebuild that trust,"
he said. Thakur said times

have changed and the voters now want results instead of false promises.
The chief minister
charged the former Cong ress government of under-spending funds to provide employment for
youth.
"Only Rs 7 crore was
spent by the last Congress
rule on 20,000 youth under the employment allowance scheme. However, it
had to pr ovide employ ment to as many as 12
lakh youth," Thakur said,
adding that providing employment to such a large
number of youth was difficult but not impossible.
"The new government
would ensure employment
by self employment and by
creations of jobs in public
and private sector," he
said.
The chief minister said
his g over nment would
speed up all the major
projects in the state. He
said he would rid the state
of mafia and corruption of
all kinds . "For this , my
government shall require
assistance and suggestions from the members of
opposition also," he said.
The house unanimously approved the motion of thanks to Governor's address with voice
vote. The house stands
adjourned sine die. (PTI)

Why delay in
recruiting
1540 special
educators: HC
to AAP govt

Salahuddin was quoted as claiming
Wani's entry into the militant outfit.
"His (Wani) class fellows and parents have made an appeal to him to
come back. We hope
he will come back and
join them in studies,"
the chief minister
said.
Mehbooba also announced withdrawal
of cases against 9,000
first-time offenders
since 2008, in an effort
to reach out to the
youth of Kashmir. "It
(the cases) makes difficult for them
(the first-time offenders) to get jobs
and other benefits. We started the
process in 2016, but had to stop it
due to the unrest (triggered by the
killing of Burhan Wani).
"Once the FIRs are withdrawn,

they should study and live a normal
life as a common man," she said.
Mehbooba informed the House
that she has asked the police to help
the local boys, who
have joined militant
ranks, to return to
their families and
friends. "It's my endeavour to bring them
back and ensure no
harassment to them.
Many have come
back, but I regret the
glorification of violence by some people
on social media," she told the
House.
"I am happy that children are
respecting their parents' call, understanding their pain and returning home. Once they return, we do
not call them to police stations and

the chief minister's statement was in that direction,"
he added.
In a no-holds barred attack, Siddaramaiah had on
January 10 alleged that the
BJP, RSS and Bajrang Dal
had terrorists within their
organisations, a charge
rubbished by the saffron
party. "They themselves are
like terrorists in a way. The
BJP, RSS and Bajrang Dal
also have terrorists within,"
he had said, taking his attack on the Congress' principal political rival to a new
level, ahead of the state Assembly polls due early this
year. After coming under an
intense attack from the BJP
for
his
remarks,
Siddaramaiah had yesterday called those associated
with the saffron party
"Hindutva extremists".
Reddy earlier held a
meeting with senior police

officials of the Dakshina
Kannada region for the second day. On the repeated
violent communal incidents
in the region, the home minister said the police department was functioning "efficiently, there is 100 per cent
no failure on their part".
"Things will be fine if organisations here keep a silence and allow people to
live peacefully, whether it is
the PFI or SDPI or Bajrang
Dal or RSS or BJP or Sriram
Sene," he said.
The BJP has been demanding a ban on Islamist
outfit PFI and its political
wing SDPI, holding them responsible for a spate of killings of Hindutva activists in
the coastal Dakshina
Kannada district. On the
other hand, the PFI has
blamed Sangh Parivar outfits for the killing of Muslims in the region. (PTI)

Environment ministry, Delhi govt to
launch clean air campaign next month
NEW DELHI, JAN 12/--/
The Delhi High Court today sought the AAP g overnment's response over
alleged delay in filling up
1540 posts of special
educators in municipal
schools here.
A bench of Acting
Chief Justice Gita Mittal
and Justice C Hari
Shankar further issued
notice to the Delhi Subordinate Services Selection Board and South
Delhi Municipal Corporation on the plea alleging that till date the authorities have not even
conducted the examinations for these posts.
The court asked the
authorities to file their
status report before the
next date of hearing on
January 23. The court
was hearing an application moved by advocate
Ashok Agarwal seeking
direction to immediately
issue dates for examination for filling up of the
posts in terms of the advertisements issued in
August last year.
It said that in pursuance to the high court's
September 2009 order,
the unified MCD had created as many as 1741
posts of special educators. "Out of this 1741
posts of special educator,
1540 posts are still lying
vacant, that means 89
per cent posts of special
educators in MCDs run
schools have not been
filled up so far.
Agarwal submitted
that the Delhi Subordinate Services Selection
Board was "just sitting
over the matter ignoring
the seriousness of the
same." The application
was moved in a petition
by Mamta Devi and her
husband
Shyam
Nandan, who sell vegetables in Katwaria Sarai in
south Delhi. Mamta Devi
has moved the court saying her two sons with
special needs have studied at g over nment and
municipality-run
schools for years, but
have learnt nothing and
were rather made a
source of entertainment. They said their
disabled
sons
had
stopped going to the
school due to lack of special educators. (PTI)

Hope AMU student returns and join studies: Mehbooba
JAMMU, JAN 12/--/Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Minister Mehbooba
Mufti today expressed hope that
the AMU student who is said to
have joined Hizbul Mujahideen
would return home and continue
his studies.
The chief minister made the
comments while announcing an
amnesty scheme for the first-time
stone pelters during the motion of
thanks on the governor's address in
the state Legislative Council.
Mannan Bashir Wani, a resident of Kupwara district who was
pursuing his PhD in applied geology from Aligarh Muslim University was last seen at the campus on
January 2. A photograph purportedly depicting him wielding arms
appeared on social media on January 6.
On Monday, Hizbul chief Syed

BENGALURU, JAN 12/--/
Defending Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah's "Hindu terror" jibe at the BJP-RSS,
Karnataka Home Minister
Ramalinga Reddy today said
those who created an atmosphere of terror in the society were called terrorists.
"He (Siddaramaiah) had said
extremism...those who create an atmosphere of terror
in the society are called terrorists. Their (BJP-RSS) conduct is also like that," he told
reporters in Mangaluru. Referring to certain controversial remarks of BJP MPs
Pratap Simha and Shobha
Karandlage and Union minister Ananth Kumar Hegde,
Reddy said looking at all
this, it was clear that the intention of these people was
to disturb peace in the society. "Those who create an atmosphere of fear among
people are called terrorists,

they go straight to their homes," she
said. Mehbooba said another initiative was taken to rehabilitate those
who were injured by pellet guns in
2016, by providing them financial
help and government jobs.
Terming dialogue as "the only
way ahead", the chief minister said
the appointment of Dineshwar
Sharma as interlocutor last year
was a "major decision" to undertake sustained dialogue in the state.
"He (Sharma) has been working
in J&K for two-three months and
saying that he wants to talk to everyone and visit everyone's home.
(But) there is no response.
"What can we do? We are in favour of talks. Let people come forward for talks," she said, adding
that the need of the hour is to get
the state out of the vicious cycle of
violence. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, JAN 12/--/With Delhi-NCR
facing air pollution crisis, the environment
ministry along with Delhi government and
some agencies have decided to launch a
clean air campaign in the national capital
next month. Chairing a meeting on mitigating the problem of air pollution, Union Environment Minister Harsh Vardhan today
said the joint campaign will result in taking effective steps for alleviating pollution
crisis and hoped that this will become a
template which can be emulated throughout the year. The two-week long clean air
campaign to be conducted jointly by the
ministry along with the Delhi Government, New Delhi Municipal Council
(NDMC), Central Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) and other municipal agencies, will
start from February 10. "The campaign
seeks to sensitise ground-level functionaries and public to enforce the habit of environmental protection," Harsh Vardhan
said. He said there will be a team of 70 officers, led jointly by one officer each from
the Environment Ministry and the Delhi

government. These officers will be assisted
by those from Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB), Delhi Pollution Control Committee and respective municipal corporations.
He said Resident Welfare Associations
(RWAs), shopkeeper associations and the
civil society will be encouraged to be a part
of these teams and participate in the campaign. The teams will be provided with
check-lists so that there is focused activity
on mitigation of pollution, including effective measures for dust mitigation, solid waste
management and prevention of garbage
burning. "Centre & Delhi to jointly carry out
2 week campaign to combat #AirPollution in
national capital, beginning Feb 10.
"Seventy joint teams of officials will fan
out to all the 70 assembly constituencies and
inspect sources of air pollution and enforce
punitive action against violators," Harsh
Vardhan tweeted. Union Environment Secretary C K Mishra and Chief Secretary of
Delhi Government Anshu Prakash were
among those who attended the meeting. (PTI)

Warships Nirbhik and Nirghat decommissioned
MUMBAI, JAN 12/--/Warships INS Nirbhik and INS
Nirghat
were
decommissioned here, after serving the Navy for 30
and 28 years respectively.
The warships were
decommissioned at a solemn ceremony at the Naval Dockyard yesterday, a
Defence spokesperson
said today. The ceremony
involved traditional lowering of the ensign and
commissioning pendants
with playing of 'Last
Post'. The chief guest for
the ceremony was Rear

Admiral R B Pandit, Flag
Officer
Commanding
Wester n Fleet, who had
commanded INS Nirghat
earlier, the spokesperson
said in a statement here.
Cdr V R Naphade,
(Retd) and Commodore S
Mampully, (Retd), the
commissioning
Commanding Officers of
Nirbhik and Nirghat respectively were the guests
of honour.
The ships, belonging
to the Killer squadron, are
inheritors of a proud
legacy as their original

avatars were flag bearers
of the naval offencive action on Karachi harbour
during the India-Pakistan
war in 1971.
The warships, in their
new avatar, were commissioned at Poti, in the erstwhile USSR on December
21, 1987 and December 15,
1989 respectively.
They participated in
many operations including Op Parakram and
Vijay and were deployed
off Gujarat on many occasions for patrolling, the
spokesperson said. (PTI)

