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No stay on new Jallikattu law,
Tamil Nadu to maintain peace:SC
NEW DELHI, JAN 31 /--/
In a relief to Jallikattu supporters, the Supreme Court
today refused to stay the
new legislation passed recently by the Tamil Nadu
assembly but warned the
state government not to allow commotion on the
streets, reminding that law
and order was its prime
duty.
The apex court also permitted the Centre to withdr aw the J anuary 7, 2016
notification
allowing
Jallikattu in Tamil Nadu.
What was the need for the
situation? Why does this
situation crop up? There
was a situation which
needed to be controlled.

President Pranab Mukherjee in a ceremonial procession on way to Parliament house to address the members of
both Houses of Parliament on the opening day of the Budget session in New Delhi.

Cong can't
see 'achchey
din' due to SP
alliance: UP
BJP chief
LUCKNOW, JAN 31 /--/
Launching a scathing attack
on political rivals, Uttar
Pradesh BJP chief Keshav
Prasad Maurya today said
"scam-tainted" Congress
could not see 'achchey din'
after entering into a pre-poll
alliance with Samajwadi
Party which is "infamous for
patronising corrupt and
criminals". "The hurdles
created by tangling wires
during a joint road show by
two 'yuvrajs' in the state
capital exposed false promises by Samajwadi Party
(SP) in the name of development," the Phulpur MP said
in a statement. "Congress
can't see achchey din of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi after alliance with SP,
which is infamous for patronising criminals, corrupt
and land mafias. Work done
for poor, farmers and common man by Centre is
known to all," he said.
Maurya alleged, "Rs 100
crore was embezzled in the
name of improving power
distribution system, but
when such a situation (frequent power outages) exists
in the capital, power system
in other districts can easily
be assessed". The state BJP
president said Modi government was generating more
than 76,000 MW power and
was heading towards an additional generation of
16655.5 MW in the current
fiscal. "To improve power
system in states, the central
government launched 'Uday
scheme', but UP government
did not provide figures relating demand and supply,"
Maurya said, adding that
the biggest achievement of
Uttar Pradesh (UP) is that it
tops the list of power deficit
states. "As compared to UP,
BJP-ruled states including
Madhya
Pradesh
and
Rajasthan are providing additional power and providing 24 hours power supply.
They are also augmenting
their revenue by providing
power to industries," he
added. Assembly elections
in Uttar Pradesh will be
held from February 11 to
March 8 in 7 phases.(PTI)

CBI takes over
probe in extortion
case against Rajan
NEW DELHI, JAN 31 /--/
CBI has taken over investigation in the case pertaining
to alleged extortion demand
of Rs 26 crore by gang members of Chhota Rajan from a
Mumbai-based builder in
2015. Mumbai Police, which
was probing the case, had
filed a charge sheet last year
against Suresh Shinde,
Ashok
Nikam,
Sumit
Mhatre, Nikhil Awaghade
showing three main accused
Chhota Rajan, Anolakhi
Isam and Parmanand
Thakkar as "absconding accused". It is alleged that a
call was made to the builder
asking him to pay Rs 26
crore to Thakkar else he and
his wife will be killed by
the gang, according to the
FIR filed.

I have Netaji's blessings, will
win over 300 seats: Akhilesh
HATHRAS (UP), JAN 31 /--/ Dismissing
his uncle Shivpal Yadav's threat today to
float a new party, Samajwadi Par ty president and Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Akhilesh Yadav said he has the blessings of
his father and the "entire family is one".
"The entire family is one...I have the blessings of Netaji...we will win over 300 (of the
403) seats in alliance with Congress this
time," Akhilesh told a public meeting in
Sikandaru for the candidates of the SPCongress alliance on Sadabad, Sikandarau
and Hathras seats. Earlier in the day
Shivpal had said, "I will form a new party
after March 11 when results (of UP Assembly elections) are out. You make the gover nment, we will make a new par ty."
Akhilesh also talked of his party's alliance
with the Congress in the rally. "I had come
here in 2012 and today I come again and
also brought the election symbol of Congress 'hand' with our own 'bicycle'," "With
hand, the bic ycle will r un faster," he
stressed. Cautioning people against BJP,
Akhilesh alleged that it belonged to those
who tell "lies". "The Prime Minister speaks
about his 'Mann Ki Baat' on TV but 'man to
chanchal hota hai' it keeps changing its
stand...
people of the country were made to

stand in long queues before banks and were
subjected to trouble...the jobless were not
given jobs and even those working in factories were rendered jobless because of the
note ban," he said. "The Prime Minister of the
country said that your 'achchhe din' are
coming soon but today people are longing for
their old days and asking how can they be
restored," he said. Criticising BSP, he said its
leader installed 'elephants' which do no
work and have been standing idle. Akhilesh
also cited various development works undertaken by his govenrment in the past five
years.
Addressing another public meeting in
Aligarh, Akhilesh said the alliance has the
potential to change the political discourse
of the country. "With the hand supporting the
cycle we are going to win the race," he said
at the public meeting at the exhibition
grounds. "We are confronting a party which
wants to divide people of India and thus
weakens it," he said lashing out at the BJP.
Yadav said, "Demonetisation had not curbed
corruption but has crushed the poor". Referring to Aligarh Muslim University, whose
minority institution status is being debated,
he said his party was "fully committed to
protect the interests of this great educational institution ".

Shivpal threatens sabotage
after filing papers as SP nominee
E TAWA H / H A T H R A S
(UP), JAN 31 /--/ Holding
out an open threat of sabotage, Shivpal Singh Yadav
today said he would campaign for Samajwadi Party
rebels in the assembly election and float a new party after the polls, soon after filing his nomination as an SP
candidate. The defiant declaration from Shivpal came
days after Samajwadi Party
patriarch Mulayam Singh
Yadav voiced his displeasure over the SP-Congress alliance and said he would not
campaign for it. "You make
the government, we will
make a new party after
March 11," Shivpal, the estranged uncle of SP president and UP Chief Minister
Akhilesh Yadav said, drawing a sharp retort from his
nephew who warned in Etah
that those working against
the party will not be spared.
On the campaign trail,
Akhilesh, despite voicing
displeasure over Shivpal's
statement, chose not to announce action against his
uncle and precipitate a
fresh crisis in the party, yet
to recover from the trauma

of estrangement between
Mulayam and his son, who
got the mantle of SP president after the Election Commission settled the intraparty dispute over its control in his favour. Addressing
an election rally in
Sikandaru,
Akhilesh
claimed he had the "blessings of Netaji (Mulayam)"
and that "the entire family is
one". "There was a lot of
speculation but I have for
now filed my nomination
papers as a Samajwadi
Party candidate. But where
will my people go? "Where
will those who toiled hard
for SP for the last five years
go? They are contesting in
some places and the rest doing nothing," Shivpal said
and went on to assert he will
campaign for the "rebels"
fighting against official
nominees of SP-Congress alliance. Shivpal's assertion,
political analysts claim,
could go against the SP-Congress combine, which has
been hoping for a solid consolidation of Muslim voters
in its favour. Muslims, who
had for decades since independence stood rock solid

behind the Congress, drifted
away fr om it and backed
Mulayam's party in the aftermath of the Babri Masjid
demolition. A three-way
split in Muslim votes-among Mulayam loyalists,
SP-Congress combine and
Mayawati's BSP--would benefit BJP, which is seeking to
storm back to power in the
key cow belt state after a
hiatus of 15 years. If
Shivpal carries out the
threat and campaigns for the
rebels, it would also create
confusion among SP's Yadav
vote bank. 61-year-old
Shivpal said he had entered
the fray on an SP ticket going against his supporters
who wanted him to contest
as an independent. He attacked Akhilesh over
Mulayam's "humiliation",
which he asserted "will not
be tolerated". Shivpal, who
got
the
ticket
after
Mulayam intervened, said
those who acknowledged
"Netaji led the party's rise
have now publicly humiliated him. I repeatedly requested Akhilesh not to insult Mulayam Singh but he
did not listen." (PTI)

Please tell your executive
that maintaining law and
order situation is its prime
duty. You please convey
this," a bench of Justices
Dipak Misra and R F
Nariman told the advocates
appearing for Tamil Nadu.
The apex court permitted
animal rights bodies and
other individuals to amend
their pending petitions for
challenging the new legislation. During the hearing,
Attorney General Mukul
Rohatgi said the Centre has
filed an interlocutory application seeking to withdraw the January 7, 2016
notification and stated that
petitions challenging it had
become infructous. Animal

rights organisations which
have challenged the notification opposed Centre's
plea and said the application to withdraw the notification was not maintainable at this stage when the
court has reserved its order
on December 7, 2016. "Notification is an executive act
and legislature has given
power to the executive to do
that.
There was a notification, which we have stayed.
Now there is a legislation
which we will deal with,"
the bench said. The Attorney General said the notification is a delegated legislation and petitions challenging it can no more be

sustained and the parties
could file fresh pleas challenging the new law. To this,
the bench said it was upto
the petitioners to either file
fresh writ petitions or file
interim
applications
amending the prayers in
writ petitions. Rohatgi then
said the parties should be
asked to approach the High
Court as the challenge is
now to the new act enacted
by the state government.
"The
Supreme
Court
should not entertain the petitions and petitioners
should be asked to approach the High Court
which has the jurisdiction
over the the local law of the
state," he said. (PTI)

Priyanka has restricted her political US denies visa
role to Amethi and Rae Bareli: Cong to Kashmiri
athletes

PANAJI, JAN 31 /--/ Clearing the air on
the future role of Priyanka Gandhi Vadra,
especially when she has played an important part in sewing the alliance with the
Samajwadi Party in Uttar Pradesh, the Congress today said she has, for the "time being", restricted her political role to Rae
Bareli and Amethi of her "own volition".
"Priyankaji has always defined her own political role and of her own volition, has restricted it to the two (Lok Sabha) constituencies represented by her mother and
brother, that is Rae Bareli and Amethi respectively," Cong ress' chief spokesperson
Randeep Surjewala told PTI in an interview here.
Surjewala was in Goa to campaign for
the February 4 Assembly election. "Many
Congress workers have demanded that she
(Priyanka) play an active role.
We have always respected her privacy
and decision. It is her call to take (on her
role) as has been said by Rahulji (Congress
vice-president Rahul Gandhi)," he said.
Stating that Priyanka has to decide about
her political role "on her own", the Congress

leader said she has "confined herself to the
two Parliamentary constituencies for the
time being". "Rahulji has said many times
that he would be very happy if she
(Priyanka) plays a more proactive role, but
it is a decision that has to be taken by her,"
Surjewala said.
The speculation about Priyanka's active
participation in politics, at a time when
Rahul is leading from the front while Congress president Sonia Gandhi is becoming
less active due to her health, became intense
after she played a crucial role in salvaging
the Congress-SP coalition talks for the highstake Uttar Pradesh Assembly election.
Priyanka was also said to be instrumental in bringing Navjot Singh Sidhu and
some other leaders into the partyfold ahead
of the elections to five state assemblies. Her
name figures among the 40 star campaigners
her party has finalised for Uttar Pradesh.
However, neither Priyanka nor her mother
Sonia has campaigned for the Congress candidates in Goa whereas, Rahul has so far, addressed two public meetings in the coastal
state.(PTI)

Misunderstanding about "Padmavati"
clarified: Bhansali production
MUMBAI, JAN 31 /--/ In
the wake of protests by
Rajput groups against
Sanjay Leela Bhansali's
"Padmavati", his production
house today said that misunderstanding regarding
the content of the film has
been clarified with Shree
Rajput Sabha. The production house told the Rajput
body that there is no romantic dream sequence between Rani Padmavati and
Alauddin Khilji in the film.
Representatives
of
Bhansali Productions Private Ltd, including its CEO
Shobha Sant and Associate
Producer Chetan Deolekar,
met with the office bearers

of all the social organisations under the Shree
Rajput Sabha in J aipur.
"The misunderstanding
they had on the content of
the film has been cleared
and clarified. We have
clearly stated that there is
no romantic scene or song or
dream sequence between
Rani
Padmavati
and
Allauddin Khilji," the statement issued by Bhansali
Productions said. "Shri
Giriraj ji Lotwara, President of Shree Rajput Sabha
has been extremely helpful
in bringing the various
Rajput organisations, including the Karni Sena,
Sangh Shakti, Pratap Foun-

dation, Bhawani Niketan together to clarify this," the
statement said. Last week,
Bhansali had been roughed
up by members of the
Rajput Karni Sena, who also
stopped the shooting by
damaging the set at Jaigarh
Fort, alleging that the director was "distorting facts" in
the movie which is about
Alauddin Khilji's obsession
with Rani Padmavati. After
the
incident,
the
"Padmavati" team is apparently back in Mumbai.
Jointly
produced
by
Bhansali and Viacom 18 Motion Pictures, the film is
scheduled for release in November this year.(PTI)

Modi's tenure marked by
"RSS ka saath, BJP ka vikas": Cong
NEW DELHI, JAN 31 /--/ Voicing disappointment with the President's address to the
joint sitting of Parliament, Congress today
said the Narendra Modi government had
failed to fulfil its promises and its stint was
marked by "RSS ka saath, BJP ka vikas". Addressing a joint press conference, Leader of
Opposition in Rajya Sabha Ghulam Nabi
Azad and Congress leader in the Lok Sabha
Mallikarjun Kharge parodied the Prime
Minister's slogan of "sabka saath, sabka
vikas" (together will all, development for all),
made during general elections, and said his
tenure had seen the government only caring
for the benefit of RSS and BJP.Modi's actions
have led to "RSS ka saath, BJP ka vikas", they
said.
“If you find fault with the President's address, it does not mean you find fault with
the President, it is the government with
which you are finding fault and are disappointed with."The President's address talks
about 'sabka saath, sabka vikas'. This was a

slogan coined by the Prime Minister ahead
of elections to seek votes, which he did not
implement. He instead brought about 'RSS
ka saath, BJP ka vikas' and no section of society is happy today," Azad said.He said all
promises made to farmers, labourers, youth,
dalits and minorities have remained unfulfilled, and all sections feel neglected, while
unemployment has increased.Azad also said
even though his party supported the "surgical
strikes", ceasefire violations along the borter
with Pakistan have risen ever since, leading
to death of a large number of soldiers."The
government should clarify on this," he
demanded."The past year has not been good
for economy and along the border," he
said.Claiming that whatever government said
on demonetisation was proved wrong and the
money scrapped had come back into the system almost in entirety, he demanded an explanation from the government as to why Rs
15,000-20,000 crore was spent on
remonetisation.

SRINAGAR, JAN 31 /--/
Two snowshoers from Kashmir have alle ged they have
been denied visa to the US
due to "current (US) policy".
"Indian Snowshoers Denied
Visas, due to 'current (US)
policy'. This from our good
friend Abid Khan, from
Kashmir, minutes ago in our
Facebook
Messaging,"
Clyde Rabideau, Mayor of
the Village of Saranac Lake
in Ne w York, wrote on his
Facebook
page.
The
snowshoers reportedly denied visas are Abid Khan
and Tanveer Hussain. They
were supposed to take part
in the 2017 World Snowshoe
Championships in New
York from Febr uary 24-25.
There was no immediate reaction from US Embassy officials who were contacted
for comments on the issue.
According to the conversation posted by Rabideau on
his page, Khan informed
him about the denial of the
visa. "Sorry sir, Visa denied,"
Khan wrote to the Mayor, a
Democrat. Khan claimed all
the paperwork for both the
athletes was in order including "local Government sponsor ship, federation, your
support letter, my financial
background. They did not
missed (sic) any supporting
document." "The lady officer at US embassy in New
Delhi after checking all docs
(sic), just went inside into
another room. After returning she said 'Sorry, due to our
current policy we cant issue
you visa'," Khan said.
Rabideau, while promising
help with the visa, said "this
will not stand". The athletes
could not be contacted for
comments.(PTI)

Remark reflects
Rahul's disappointment,
frustration: BJP
NEW DELHI, JAN 31 /--/
Several Union ministers today took a swipe at Rahul
Gandhi for his remark that
the Centre was a "complete
failure" on job creation
front, saying it was indicative of his "disappointment
and frustration" at not having a job and suggesting
him to join a governmentrun skill centre to get employment. Urban Development Minister M Venkaiah
Naidu said that the Congress vice president's remark was outcome of his
"disappointment
and
frustration".Congress is not
in a position to stand on its
own feet, that is why it has
to sit "on the carrier of a cycle" in Uttar Pradesh, he
said, referring to the Congress-SP alliance in the
poll-bound state. "He did
not get employment what
can we do? His party is failing at every stage. He is not
in a position to stand on his
own feet. Such an old party
and it had to sit on the carrier of a cycle in UP. That is
why due to his disappointment and frustration, he
might have interpreted it
like this," Naidu told reporters outside Parliament.
Change of Name
I, ALKA TIWARI, Wife of
Mogal Azahar Ali, Resident
of 76/3, Christopher Road,
Kolkata-700 046, Shall
henceforth be known as
AYESHA AZAHAR vide an
affidavit sworn before the
notary public at Kolkata on30/01/2017.

