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Sonia continues to be UPA chairperson
as she can pull allies together: Moily
HYDERABAD, JAN 30/--/
Sonia Gandhi continues to be
the UPA chairperson because
of her ability to pull the allies together, Senior Congress
leader M Veerappa Moily
said today, amid attempts at
building a united opposition
to take on the BJP. There were
speculations on whether
Rahul Gandhi would step
into the position after he recently became the Congress
president, a post held by his
mother Sonia Gandhi for 19
years. "Sonia Gandhi continues to be UPA chair person...
because she can pull people
(UPA allies) together. She has
demonstrated (this) in 2004
and 2009," Moily told PTI.
Asked if he was "surprised"
by the "active interest" shown
in recent times by NCP chief
Sharad Pawar towards bringing opposition parties together, the Congress leader
said he was not.

Paw ar and leaders of
some political parties held a
march on January 26 in
Mumbai to "save" the Constitution, which they said was
under "assault".
Opposition parties, including the Congress, met at
Paw ar's residence in New
Delhi yesterday and discussed various crucial issues
on which a united strategy
was sought. "We are not surprised, he (Pawar) has been
part of both the UPA (governments). UPA is still intact. No
one has walked out of UPA.
Both in 2009 and 2004, he
(Pawar) has been part of our
alliance. It's not a surprise",
he said. Moily also said political parties opposed to the BJP
should forge a broad alliance
to derive "national strength"
to fight against the Amit
Shah-led party.
The former Karnataka
Chief Minister said all oppos-

ing parties are planning a
possible alliance "now that it
is very clear that the target
of the BJP is to demolish constitutional aspirations".
He alleged that the BJP
has no faith in the Constitution, secularism, socialism
and inclusive politics and
gives only lip service to B R
Ambedkar. "It is not for mere
politics that we (opposition
parties) are uniting, it is for
fighting against all this antidemocratic elements which
are all combined under BJP.
It is for the sustenance of
democracy in the country,"
the former Union minister
said. Moily said that a broad
alliance of opposition parties
cannot be very cohesive and
cogent, as the Congress is
fighting against regional outfits in some states, but the tieup has to be "well-knit". Regional parties cannot compromise on their own politi-

cal existence in their respective states, he said. "You can
have have alliance at the national-level. You have to fight
the BJP at the national level.
That unity of opposition parties is necessary," the Congress leader said.
"Instead of each one of
the (like-minded) parties
working in silos, they can
work in broader understanding. That does not mean one
party... regional party or national party thinking of
'merging' their issues. When
it comes to fundamentals of
democracy, constitution, I
think unity is possible,"
Moily said.
On whether it would be
a good idea for opposition
parties to come out with a
common minimum programme before the elections,
he said, "Definitely we can do
that, we have done it in 2009,
it was successful." (PTI)

US national barred Suggested judicial reforms despite warning
from entering India:
by friends, family to stay clear: CEA
HC seeks govt's reply
NEW DELHI, JAN 30/--/
The Delhi High Court has
sought the Centre's response
on a US national's plea
against denial of entry to
him in India despite holding a business visa valid till
June 2022.
Justice Rajiv Shakdher
issued notice to the ministries of External Affairs and
Home Affairs and sought
their response by March 19
on the petition of Jensen
Christopher Martin, who
was detained at the
Kempegowda International
Airport at Bengaluru on
January 3 allegedly without
being given any reason.
His wife and kids were,
however, allowed to enter
India, but he was forced to
travel to Kuala Lumpur in
Malaysia, the US national
has said in his plea.
Martin, represented by
advocates Robin R David
and Dhiraj Philip, has also
claimed that when he
bought tickets to travel to
London from Bengaluru,
British Airways refused to
let him board the plane unless Malaysian Airlines
took responsibility for him
if he was denied entry into
the United Kingdom.
He was therefore forced
to travel to Kuala Lumpur,
his plea said and sought the
reasons for the action taken
against him by the Indian
Immigration authorities.
The US national has
claimed he has been to India
several times in the past on
business and this time too,
he was here to "promote and
train social businesses in
Bengaluru" on behalf of his
company Global Entrepreneurs. He has claimed that
no reasons were given while
detaining him at the airport
and deny him entry into the
country despite a valid visa,
and alleged that he was unlawfully separated from his
family. Mar tin has sought
quashing or revoking of the
orders, if any, which barred
him from entering India and
also compensation for the financial loss incurred by
him in purchasing the tickets for travel to Kuala
Lumpur. In his petition, the
US national has claimed
that barring him from entering India has affected his
professional career and
dented his international future travel prospects as the
"deportation/refusal of entry is likely to be seen internationally as a black mark
against him". (PTI)

NEW DELHI, JAN 30/--/Chief Economic
Adviser Arvind Subramanian has said that
he ventured into the judicial domain, suggesting various reforms, notwithstanding
the warnings by academics, friends and
family to stay clear of the judiciary.
The big ideas in this year's Economic
Survey are with respect to judiciary, gender
equality and pushing science and technology, he told PTI in an interview. "We should
think more and more also of ease of doing
business in terms of timely justice... We got
into new areas like science and technology,
judiciary. "We were told in advance (by my
academic friends and family) that we stay
clear of judiciary but we have gone into
those areas. How much more radical you
want us to be?," he said. The Economic Survey 2017-18 tabled by Finance Minister
Arun Jaitley in Parliament yesterday
among other things underlined the need for
extensive reforms of the judicial system
with a view to promote ease of doing. Highlighting the increasing pendency of cases
in cour ts, the Survey, authored by
Subramanian, said that delays and injunctions are severely impacting the progress of
cases, especially commercial disputes. In
such circumstances, the government and
the courts need to work together for largescale reforms and incremental improvements to combat a problem that is exacting
a large toll from the economy, it said while
suggesting several steps to deal with the
problem. The measures include expanding
judicial capacity in the lower courts and reducing the existing burden on the high
courts and the Supreme Court; creation of

an independent panel to decide on appeal
of tax related cases. "For a smooth contract
enforcement regime, it may be imperative
to build capacity in the lower judiciary to
particularly deal with economic and commercial cases, and allow the high courts to
focus on streamlining and clarifying questions of law," the sur vey had said. It suggested for incentivising expenditure on
court modernisation and digitisation. "This
needs to be supported with greater provision of resources for both tribunals and
courts," it said adding courts may consider
prioritising stayed cases and impose
stricter timelines within which cases with
temporary injunctions may be decided, especially when they involve government infrastructure projects. Giving some facts, the
survey had said there is a high level of
pendency across six tribunals, estimated at
about 1.8 lakh cases. The total backlog in
High Courts by the end of 2017, as per the
National Judicial Data Grid, was close to 3.5
million cases. While the volume of economic cases is smaller than other case categories, their average duration of pendency
is arguably the worst of most cases, nearly
4.3 years for five major High Courts, it
added. As of the quarter ending March
2017, a total of 1.45 lakh appeals were pending with the Commissioner (Appeals),
CESTAT, HCs and the SC together, that were
valued by the Department at 2.62 lakh crore.
"Together, the claims for indirect and direct
tax stuck in litigation (Appellate Tribunal
and upwards) by the quarter ending March,
2017 amounted to nearly Rs 7.58 lakh crore,
over 4.7 per cent of GDP," it said. (PTI)

MP by-polls: Cong nominees to file papers today
*BJP shortlists candidates
BHOPAL, JAN 30/--/T he
ruling BJP in Madhya
Pradesh has finalised its
candidates for the February 24 bypolls in two Assembly constituencies.
Bai Sahab Yadav and
Devendra Jain have been
selected to contest from
bypoll-bound Mungaoli
and Kolaras Assembly
seats , r espectivel y, b ut
their candidature is awaiting final approval, the
party said. Their names
have been sent to the BJP
Parliamentary Board for
clearance, state BJP chief
Nandkumar
Singh
Chauhan told reporters
today here. The Congress,
which currently holds
both the seats, has fielded
Brajendr a Singh Yadav
from
Mungaoli
(Ashoknagar district) and
Mahendr a Singh Yadav
from Kolaras (Shivpuri
district). They will file
their nominations tomorrow. "We decided our candidates two days back and

they are going to file their
nomination papers tomorrow," said state Congress spokesman Pankaj
Chaturvedi.
The Congress and the
BJP have already started
campaigning for the
bypolls, which are expected to test their popularity ahead of the Assembly elections slated by
end-2018. While the Congress is aiming to retain
both the seats, the saffron
party is trying hard to
wrest them.
Both the Assembly
segments fall under the
Guna Lok Sabha constituency, the pocket-borough of Congress leader
Jyotir aditya Scindia.
Scindia, the party's chief
whip in the Lok Sabha, is
being pushed as the chief
ministerial face by a section in the Congress,
which is out of power in
Madhya Pradesh since
2003. Aware of the high
stakes involved in the

bypolls on his home turf,
the 47-year-old former
Union minister has been
touring the two seats in a
bid to ward off the saffron
challenge. The bypolls
were necessitated due to
the death of sitting Congress MLAs Mahendra
Singh
Kalukheda
(Mungaoli) and Ram
Singh Yadav (Kolar as).
The counting of votes will
take place on February 28.
On its part, the BJP
has fielded state Cabinet
ministers for campaigning.
Chief
Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan,
keen to snatch the seats
from the Congress, recently announced a slew
of measures for the people
of the region.
These included financial assistance for tackling malnutrition among
the members of the
Saharia tribe who form a
major chunk of population in Kolaras and
Mungaoli. (PTI)

HC unhappy over 'pathetic' conditions at Mahatma's memorial
NEW DELHI, JAN 30/--/
Anguished over the "pathetic state of affairs" at
Mahatma Gandhi's memorial at Rajghat here,
the Delhi High Court today said that hardly anything is being done to
maintain the place which
is visited by every international leader who comes to
India. As the nation observed the 70th death anniversary of Mahatma
Gandhi today, a bench of
Acting Chief Justice Gita
Mittal and Justice C Hari
Shankar said that the authorities should not need
court orders to perform
their duties.
After seeing the recent
pictures of Rajghat and
the poor condition of toilets there, the bench said,
"Hardly anything appears

to have been done by the
Rajghat Samadhi Committee to maintain Rajghat.
This shows a pathetic
state of affairs."
"Is this the condition
of Rajghat. There is no
single person who comes
to India and does not go to
Rajghat in Delhi and Taj
Mahal in Agra. Every international leader goes
there," the bench observed. It appointed advocate Satyakam as a local
commissioner to visit
Rajghat along with the
counsel for parties and file
a report after inspecting
the place.
The bench listed the
matter for further hearing
on April 15. The court was
hearing a public interest
litigation (PIL) which alleged that Mahatma Gan-

dhi's memorial was not being properly maintained.
The court had earlier
expressed displeasure
over keeping a donation
box at Rajghat, saying
this was a "disrespectful"
gesture to the Father of
the Nation.
It had also directed the
chief engineer, Central
Public Works Department
to personally inspect the
Rajghat Samadhi and all
related premises.
Petitioner
Shyam
Narayan Chouksey has
claimed that the memorial
"was not at all being
properly and cleanly
maintained", and despite
being brought to the notice of the Committee and
Ministry of Urban Development (MoUD), there
has been no change in the

situation. In the PIL,
Chouksey has submitted
photos of alleged deficiencies that he had come
across during his visit to
the monument in 2014 and
then again in 2015 and
2016, when he claimed the
situation had worsened.
He has alleged there
were betel stains at the entrance, broken floor tiles,
rubbish lying all around
the monument, the white
marble has turned black
due to lack of cleaning
while the green carpet laid
for visitors to walk was
damaged. Two toilets were
in very poor condition and
unclean, and at many
places sewage lines are exposed and filled with garbage, becoming "breeding
place for mosquitoes and
other insects". (PTI)

Godhra train
burning: Accused held
after 16 years
AHMEDABAD, JAN 30/-/On the run for the last 16
years, an accused in the
2002 Godhra train carnage
was today arrested by the
Gujarat Police, an official
said. Yakub Pataliya (63)
was arrested from Godhra
by a team of B Division police in the town after they
received a tip-off that he
was spotted in a locality
this morning, the official
said. "During patrolling, a
team of Godhra B Division
police received information about the presence of
the accused. He was arrested soon after," the official said.
He will be handed over
to the Special Investigation
Team (SIT), which is investigating the case, the official said.
Pataliya is accused of
being a part of the mob that
torched the coaches of
Sabarmati Express near
Godhra railway station on
February 27, 2002, killing
59 kar sevaks and triggering state-wide riots. An FIR
was registered against him
in September 2002 and he
faces charges under sections 307 (attempt to murder), 143 and 149 (unlawful
assembly), 147 and 148 (rioting armed with deadly
weapons), 332 and 352
(causing hurt to deter public servant from his duty),
153 A (causing enmity
among members of different religious g groups),
among others as well as certain sections of the Railways Act. "He had been
evading arrest ever since,"
police said. Pataliya's
brother, Kadir Pataliya,
was also arrested in 2015,
and he died while being in
jail while undergoing trial.
His other brother, Ayub
Pataliya, is serving life imprisonment in Vadodara
Central Jail. In a judgement passed in October
2017, the Gujarat High
Court had commuted the
death sentence of 11 to life
imprisonment, while upholding the life sentence of
20 other convicts. A trial
court had convicted 31 and
acquitted 63 accused. The
high court had upheld the
acquittals. (PTI)

Govt plans
to abolish
posts vacant
for 5 years
NEW DELHI, JAN 30/--/
The government is planning to abolish all posts
which have been vacant for
more than five years, and
has directed all ministries
and department to submit a
comprehensive report on
the matter.
In an office memorandum, the Finance Ministry
said it had asked all ministries and departments to
submit an action-taken report regarding abolition of
posts vacant for more than
five years.
Some departments and
ministries have responded
but some, instead of providing a comprehensive repor t, have submitted the
requisite information in
piecemeal manner, it said.
Therefore, financial advisors and joint secretaries
(administration) of all ministries/ departments are requested to identify the
posts which are vacant for
more than five years and
submit a comprehensive report on abolition of such
posts in main ministry and
their respective subordinate organisations at the
earliest, the office memorandum, dated January 16,
2018, said.
Following this, the Ministry of Home Affairs has
directed all its additional
secretaries, joint secretaries, chiefs of paramilitary
forces and other attached
organisations to submit
comprehensive reports, a
home ministry official told
PTI.
According to a preliminary estimate, there are several thousand central government posts which are lying vacant for five or more
years, the official said. (PTI)

President Ram Nath Kovind paying tribute to Father of the Nation Mahatma Gandhi
on Martyrs Day at Rajghat, in New Delhi

47 m children in India reside
in most polluted areas: Report
NEW DELHI, JAN 30/--/Around 47 million children in India under five years of
age reside in areas where particulate matter
levels exceed the prescribed limits, with 17
million among them inhabiting places
where the pollution levels are twice the limits, says a recent report.
'Airpocalypse-II', a Greenpeace India
report, said children are worst affected in
states such as Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Bihar, Maharashtra and Delhi respectively.
It said Delhi remained the worst impacted city with annual PM10 levels exceeding approximately five times the national ambient air quality standards.
According to the report, a massive part
of the population i.e. 580 million or 47 per
cent are living in areas where "no air quality data is available". It claimed that out of
630 million, close to 550 million people live
in areas exceeding national standards for
PM10, including 180 million living in areas
where air pollution levels are "more than
twice the stipulated limit of 60g/m3 which
has been set by the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB). "As many as 47 million

children under the age of five years are residing in areas where PM10 levels exceeded CPCB annual limits, including 17
million children under the age of five who
are in the areas where pollution levels are
more than twice the limits," the report
claimed. Ranking of cities based on annual
average of PM10 levels reveals that Delhi is
the worst polluted city with 290 g/m3 followed by Faridabad, Bhiwadi, Patna with
annual average ranging from 272 g/m3, 262
g/m3 & 261 g/m3, respectively, it said.
It said Dehradun in Uttrakhand, once
thought to be a 'salubrious preserve of retiring elite', also made it to the top 10 list of
worst-polluted cities with 238 g/m3 annual
average of PM10. The report added that the
most-polluted cities are spread across the
Indo-Gangetic basin with the southern cities being slightly better off than their
northern counterparts.
However, cities in south also need focused and time-bound action plan to bring
the air quality to achieve the WHO standards, thus showing a pathway for other cities across India, it said. (PTI)

