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Muthalik's 'dog remark' on Gauri murder case triggers row Open to discussions: Delhi officers
BENGALURU, JUN 18 /--/ Is
Prime Minister Narendra Modi expected to respond each time a "dog
dies in Karnataka", Sri Ram Sene
chief Pramod Muthalik asked in a
reference to the murder of journalist Gauri Lankesh, drawing a furious reaction from the Congress today. Muthalik made the comment
during an interaction with the public here yesterday. "Everyone is
saying that Hindu groups conspired
to kill Gauri Lankesh, but two murders in Maharashtra and two in
Karnataka took place during Congress' rule," he said, referring to the
killings of rationalist Narendra

Dabholkar, Left leader Govind
Pansare, Kannada writer M M
Kalburagi and Lankesh. "No one
questioned the Congress government's failure... instead these Leftleaning intellectuals ask Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to speak
on Gauri Lankesh's death," he said.
"Do you expect Modi to respond
every time a dog dies in
Karnataka?" he asked. The remark
comparing the slain journalist to a
dog was disgusting, said Congress
spokesperson Manish Tewari and
asked if Modi was going to condone
these remarks. "Disgusting, nauseating, revolting... vigilante group

Sri Ram Sene's Head Pramod
Muthalik compares assassinated
journalist Gauri Lankesh to a dog."
"Mr
Prime
Minister
@narendramodi you did not condemn Gauri Lankesh's murder are
you now going to condone this too,"
Tiwari said on Twitter. Clarifying
that he did not mean to compare
Lankesh to a dog, Muthalik today
said he only wanted to know if the
prime minister should react to each
and every death (in the state). The
Sri Ram Sene came under the police scanner after the Special Investigation Team probing the Gauri
Lankesh murder case recently

summoned Rakesh Math, the
Vijayapura district president of the
fringe right-wing outfit, for questioning. Distancing himself and his
organisation from Parashuram
Waghmare, the prime accused in
the Lankesh murder, Muthalik said,
"There is no connection between
Sri Ram Sene and Waghmare. He is
not a member of the organisation."
Gauri Lankesh, a Left-leaning journalist and a strong Hindutva critic,
was shot-dead from a close range by
motorbike-borne assailants in front
of her house on September 5 last
year. Her murder had triggered nationwide outrage.(PTI)

CIC directs govt to make public
MPLADS fund utilisation details
NEW DELHI, JUN 18 /--/
The CIC has directed the
government to proactively
disclose on its website the
details of works undertaken
under the Members of Parliament Local Area Development Scheme (MPLADS)
in every constituency. The
directive came after the
Central Information Commission (CIC) was told by
the Ministry of Statistics
and Program Implementation (MoSPI) that it releases
the MPLADS funds, but does
not keep a record of the
works done, except statistics. Information Commissioner Sridhar Acharyulu
said the ministry was receiving utilisation certificates
from district authority, but
did not upload any utilisation detail on the website.
He said it was also not
known whether these certificates contained physical
details of the actual works.
Every Member of Parliament (MP) gets Rs 5 crore
annually to undertake development works of his
choice in his constituency,
known as the Members of
Parliament Local Area Development
Scheme
(MPLADS). The case pertains to one Prashant Jain
who had sought the details
of work done by Narendra
Singh Tomar in his Lok
Sabha constituency of
Gwalior from the MPLADS
funds. Jain had sought details of the amount spent or
donated on persons and institutions from the minister's
MP quota in his parliamentary area, and the works
done in the constituency between January 2015 and August 2017. The appellant told
the Commission that neither the MoSPI nor the district administration provided him with the necessary information.
Jain said as a citizen of
the countr y, he had ever y
right to know about the way
the funds were being utilised, and the same was in
public interest. Acharyulu
pointed out, "The entire
progress report is reduced
into some statistics, which

Hry govt suspends
two cops for
dereliction of duty
CHANDIGARH, JUNE 18 /
--/ The Haryana government
today suspended two policemen after a video was posted
on Chief Minister Manohar
Lal Khattar's official Twitter
account which showed them
fleeing a crime scene, a senior official said. Sub-inspector Ishwar Singh and head
constable Pawan Kumar have
been suspended with immediate effect, Rakesh Gupta,
additional principal secretary to the chief minister,
said. He gave directions for
their suspension during a
review meeting of the government's Social Media
GrievancesTracker. In a statement, Gupta said the video
showed a few people stabbing a youth with a knife in
Jind district recently. "Subinspector Ishwar Singh and
head constable Pawan
Kumar who were present
near the place of incident
fled the spot instead of saving the youth. Moreover, they
did not even inform the police station nearby," he said.
In another video on Khattar's
Twitter handle, driver
Shankar Singh and conductor Vijay Kumar of Charkhi
Dadri depot of Haryana
Transport department were
seen misbehaving with passengers, Gupta said. They
were also suspended. In
Gram Panchayat Aatta of
Panipat district, a video
showed a 100-metre patch on
the main road filled with
water. (PTI)

does not give any information to the seeker as to what
work was taken and to what
extent it was completed,
how much was left, when it
would be completed and the
reasons for delay, if any.
This report hides more than
revealing". He noted that
the district authority "hid
the information" by furnishing some numbers and not
communicating about any
stage of work, benefits or
beneficiaries.
"This
amounts to denial of right to
information to MoSPI, MP
and the people. They have a
duty to provide clear information about the progress
of work under MPLADS to
MP, voters and the ministry
which is funding the
works," the information
commissioner said.
Exercising his powers
under the Right to Information (RTI) Act, Acharyulu
directed the district administration to publish information about the progress of
work regularly on its web
site. The official also noted
that the MoSPI officials
failed to check the proper
utilisation of MPLADS
funds "It is not explained
why they did not bother
about proper utilisation of
funds. Has the ministry confined itself to maintain
some ambiguous statistics
and totally ignore the program implementation? They
have a duty to secure details
of utilisation instead of accepting just numbers," he
said. Acharyulu directed
the ministry to publish MPwise, constituency-wise and
work-wise details procured
from the district administration and ensure the publication of the same in public
domain by both local administration and the ministry. The infor mation commissioner also directed
Tomar to infor m the appellant about the works he recommended
and
their
progress as well as the
projects rejected by him.
The official added that if
any MP had not recommended works for any part
of the fund, he had a legal
and moral duty to explain
the reasons for not recommending works to the extent
of Rs 25 crore. (PTI)

Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman welcomes the Cabinet Secretary for Defence
High Commissioner of Kenya Raychelle Omamo in South Block, New Delhi on Monday. Defence Secretary Sanjay Mirtra is also seen in the picture

Ktk'a CM meets Rahul, conveys b'day wish
NEW DELHI, JUNE 18 /-/ Karnataka Chief Minister
HD Kumarasw amy today
met Congress president
Rahul Gandhi at his residence today and gave him
his best wishes ahead of his
birthday
tomor row.
Kumaraswamy was accompanied by JD-S secretary
general Danish Ali, while

AICC general secretary incharge of Karnataka Congress K C Venug opal too
was present during the
meeting.
JD-S sources termed it as
a 'courtesy visit' during
which the Congress chief
assured the new CongressJDS government in the state
of his full support. The Con-

gress and the JD-S have
formed the new Karnataka
government in a post-poll
tie-up after the BJP failed to
get a majority of its own.
The BJP's BS Yeddyurappa
was briefly sworn in as
chief minister but had to
tender his resignation after
he failed to prove his majority.

HC virtually disapproves Kejriwal's sit-in at LG's
office, asks AAP govt who authorised protest
NEW DELHI, JUN 18 /--/ The Delhi High
Court today virtually disapproved of the
sit-in led by Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal at the lieutenant governor's office
and asked the AAP government who had
authorised such a protest. The court did not
issue any interim directions but observed
that strikes or dharnas are held outside and
not inside someone's workplace or residence. The observation by a bench of Justices A K Chawla and Navin Chawla came
while hearing two petitions, one against
Kejriwal's protest and another against the
alleged strike by IAS officers of the Delhi
administration. After hearing arguments,
the court listed the matter for hearing on
June 22. Kejriwal and his ministers have
been staging a sit-in at the LG's office since
June 11 evening to press for their demands,
including a direction to IAS officers to end
their "strike" and action against those who
have struck work.
"Who authorised the strike/dharna (sitin by Kejriwal)? You are sitting inside the
LG's office. If it's a strike, it has to be outside the office. You cannot hold a strike inside someone's office or residence," the
court said. Responding to the query by the
bench, senior advocate Sudhir Nandrajog,
who appeared for the Delhi government,
said Kejriwal and his cabinet colleagues
took the decision to protest in their individual capacity and they were empowered
to do so under Constitution. Nandrajog also

told the court that the only direction that can
be issued by the bench in these matters was
to the IAS officers to attend routine departmental meetings held by the ministers. He
said an association representing the bureaucrats had admitted at a press conference
yesterday that they were not attending routine meetings.
During the arguments, the Central government told the court that no IAS officers
were on strike and urged the bench to direct
Kejriwal and others to vacate Lt Governor
Anil Baijal's office. Leader of Opposition in
the Delhi Assembly Vijender Gupta also
moved the high court today against
Kejriwal's protest. BJP MP Parvesh Singh
Sahib, rebel AAP MLA Kapil Mishra and
BJP MLA Manjinder Singh Sirsa are joint
petitioners along with Gupta. The court
asked petitioner advocate Umesh Gupta,
who moved a plea against the alleged strike
by the bureaucrats, to make an association
representing IAS officers as a party in the
matter.
Umesh Gupta, in his plea, has sought a
direction to the LG to ensure that the alleged
'informal strike' by IAS officers of Delhi is
called off and they perform their duties as
public servants. Another lawyer, Hari Nath
Ram, has filed a petition to declare the sit-in
by Kejriwal and others -- Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia and Health Minister
Satyender Jain -- unconstitutional and
illegal.(PTI)

Delhi impasse : Sisodia second minister to be hospitalised
NEW DELHI, JUNE 18 /--/ Delhi Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia, who has been on hunger strike since June
13 at the lieutenant governor's office, was today taken to hospital after his health deteriorated, Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal said. Sisodia was taken to the LNJP Hospital after
the ketone level in his urine rose sharply. "Manish Sisodia
being shifted to hospital," Kejriwal said on Twitter. Kejriwal,

his deputy Sisodia and Gopal Rai have been at Lt Governor
Anil Baijal's office since June 13, demanding a direction to
IAS officers to end what the AAP describes a "strike" and
approval of the doorstep ration delivery scheme. Health
Minister Satyendar Jain was late last night hospitalised after
his condition deteriorated. He was taken to the LNJP Hospital where his condition is stable, doctors said.(PTI)

Wealthy not above greed, all have
fallen prey to dowry evil: Court
NEW DELHI, JUNE 18
(PTI) All sections of society
have fallen prey to the evil
of dowry, including those financially sound, a Delhi
court has observed while
holding a man and his family guilty of torturing his 23year-old wife to death for
not fulfilling dowry demands. The court made the
observation while rejecting
the claim of the man that
his family was wealthier
than that of his wife and did
not need dowr y from her.
"There is no rule that all financially sound people are
above the vice of greed.
Nowadays, all sections of
society have f allen prey to
the evil of dowr y," Additional Sessions Judge
Sunena Sharma said while
noting that the family of the
accused purchased a bigger
car despite the victim having brought a luxury car.
"The fact that the accused had purchased a
Skoda despite the deceased

having already brought an
Optra in her marriage
rather supports the prosecution case that accused family was not satisfied with the
brand/quality of the car
given in the marriage and
when their demands for a
Skoda were not met by the
deceased's parents, they
bought one second hand
Skoda on their own," the
judge noted.
The court also observed
that the woman, who committed suicide by hanging
herself from the ceiling fan,
was mentally tortured by
her husband, parents-in-law
and brother-in-law. It said
the absence of external injury marks on the woman's
body could not rule out the
possibility of her being subjected to cruelty soon before
death.
"Cruelty within the
meaning of section 304-B of
IPC does not only include
physical cruelty but also
mental cruelty. Persistent

harassment in depriving a
person from fulfilment of
his or her basic needs, constant taunting and nagging
in furtherance of unlawful
demand of dowry and
physical scuffles like slapping, pulling hair, pushing
by force although do not
cause any external mark of
injury on the body but the
same may leave indelible
scars on the psyche of the
person causing him or her
immense mental pain and
agony which may sometime
compel a person to take extreme step of committing
suicide," the court said.
Mere fact that no external
injury was seen on the body
of the deceased at the time
of postmortem does not lead
to conclusion that there was
no cruelty meted out to her
before her death, it said.
According to the prosecution, the woman got married to the accused in 2005
and her father had given an
Optra, gold jewellery, Rs 2.5

lakh cash and other household items as wedding gifts.
However, a few days into the
marriage, the accused began demanding more cash, a
bigger car and other valuables, it said, adding the
woman was tortured and
harassed by the in-laws for
insufficient dowry. Unable
to bear the torture, the
woman committed suicide
in 2007, the complaint said.
The accused, however, had
denied all the allegations
and claimed they were
falsely implicated. They
also contended that the parents of the woman wanted to
usurp jewellery entrusted
to them by the in-laws when
they were going out of station and that humiliated by
the conduct of her own parents, the woman took her
life. The court, however, rejected all the contentions
and held them guilty of the
offences of 498A (cruelty)
and 304B (dowry death) of
the IPC.(PTI)

after CM's assurance on security
NEW DELHI, JUNE 18 /-/ IAS officers of the Delhi
government on Monday welcomed Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal's assurance
that he would ensure their
safety, saying they are open
to formal discussions with
the chief minister on the
matter The officers said that
they look forward to "concrete interventions" for their
security and dignity, a move
that may break the fourmonth-long impasse between the AAP dispensation
and the bureaucrats following an alleged assault on
Chief Secretary Anshu
Prakash by some ruling party
MLAs at the chief minister's
residence in February
The association of officers
of
the
AGMUT
(Arunachal Pradesh, Goa,
Mizoram and Union territories) cadre said that they
continue to be at work with
"full dedication" and "vigour".
"#DelhiAtWork
#NoToStrike Officers of
GNCTD welcome Hon'ble
CM's appeal. We reiterate
that we continue to be at work
with full dedication & vigour.," the association tweeted.
"We look forward to concrete

interventions for our security & dignity. We are open to
formal discussions with
Hon'ble CM on this matter,"
it said Kejriwal had yesterday assured the bureaucrats
that he will use all the powers and resources at his command to ensure their safety
and security and called them
part of his family
Sharing his statement on
Twitter, Kejriwal had said, "I
am told that IAS Officers Association has expressed concerns about their safety in a
press conference today. I wish
to assure them that I will ensure their safety and security with all powers and resources available at my command. It is my duty."
Kejriwal, along with his
colleagues, have stayed put
at the lieutenant governor's
of fice since Monday, demanding that LG Anil Baijal
should direct the IAS officers to end their "strike"
Kejriwal had said that he and
his colleagues will not leave
the LG's office until their
demands were met.
However, the IAS officers
maintained that the bureaucrats were not on strike Delhi
Deputy Chief Minister

Manish Sisodia, who has
been on hunger strike since
June 13 at the LG's office,
was today taken to hospital
after his health deteriorated,
Kejriwal said.
Later in the day, Sisodia
tweeted, "Happy for discussions with our officers. Del
govt committed to provide
them safe n secure environment. However, LG is head of
both ?services? and ?security?.
So, meeting shud take
place in his presence so that
assurances related to those
subjects cud be given (sic)."
"Thats precisely why we
have been sitting at Raj
Niwas for so many days requesting Hon'ble LG to call
all stakeholders and end this
impasse (sic)," he said in another tweet Health Minister
Satyendar Jain was late last
night hospitalised after his
condition deteriorated. He
was taken to the LNJP Hospital where his condition is stable, doctors said According
to the AAP government, the
IAS of ficers have been on
"strike" and were boycotting
meetings with ministers
since the alleged assault on
the chief secretary.(PTI)

Maharashtra couple holds ballot to decide baby's name
NAGPUR, JUNE 18 /--/ There were
"election banners" and a "ballot box" too,
and when all the votes were counted, a
couple in Maharashtra got the name for
their baby boy. Mithun and Mansi Bang of
Gondiya district used this novel way to
decide the name for their baby boy, born
on April 5, by holding an "election" on
June 15 with family members, friends and
relatives as voters. Three names were suggested by family members and relatives
and the Bangs decided to use a "ballot paper" containing these names. Incidentally,
among those present at the event was
former MP Nana Patole, whose resignation from Lok Sabha necessitated a bypoll
in Gondiya on May 28. The "election" was
conducted using the banner of "Balak
Naam Chayan Aayog", whose logo bore an
uncanny resemblance to that of the Election Commission of India.
The Bang couple, from Deori taluka in

Gondiya district, was in a fix over naming
the child as three names were suggested
by members in their joint family. Mithun
Bang, 34, a garment businessman, told PTI
that of the suggested names Yaksh, Yuvan
and Yauwik, one name had to be finalised.
"Friends and relatives were taken into
confidence for finalising the name
through the "ballot box" and we invited
Patole, along with the local BJP MLA and
a former MLA for the event," Bang said.
On June 15, the "voters" were invited and
the "ballot paper" contained the three
names. Of the 192 votes polled, the name
Yuvan got the maximum 92 votes, after
which the baby was named Yuvan. Bang
said when his first offspring, a girl, was
born five years ago, she was named
Bhumi. Asked if a similar "polling" was
conducted then, he said, "there was a
death in the family and we did not conduct any ceremony."(PTI)

Mansarovar pilgrims airlifted to
Gunji to avoid weather related risks
PITHORAGARH, JUNE 18
/--/ A 57-member second
batch
of
KailashMansarovar pilgrims was
airlifted early today by IAF
helicopters from Naini Saini
airstrip here to Gunji base
camp to avoid weather related risks along the treacherous trek route. Four IAF
choppers ferried the 57 pilgrims to Gunji at around 7
AM
this
morning,
Pithoragarh District Magistrate C Ravishankar said.
Though the trek route from
Lakhanpur to Gunji is alright, pilgrims were airlifted

to avoid wea ther related
risks and also because it
would save them some time
which they could use to enjoy the homestay facilities at
Nabhi and other high altitude
villages, he said. It is a hard
18-km steep trek from
Lakhanpur to Gunji.
The second batch of pilgrims
had
reached
Pithoragarh Tourist Rest
Centre of Kumaon Mandal
Vikas Nigam (KMVN), the
nodal agency for the Yatra via
Almora last evening, the official said. "The airlift is
meant to facilitate home stay

for pilgrims in high altitude
villages on the route and
avoid hard trek for the pilgrims" said KMVN GM T S
Martolia. SDM Dharchula
said the trek route to Gunji
from Lakhanpur is in good
shape and the villagers and
defence personnel are using
it to reach Gunji. "However,
in high altitudes the risk of
landslides at this time of the
year is always there especially along a 670 metre sensitive stretch between
Lakhanpur and Nazang,"
SDM Dharchula R K Pandey
said. (PTI)

