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HC takes note of Lucknow varsity violence; DGP orders probe
LUCKNOW, JULY 5 /--/ Taking
suo motu cognizance of the violence in Lucknow University, the
Allahabad High Court today summoned its top officials, besides the
UP DGP to explain the attack,
prompting the police chief to ask
an inspector general rank officer to
probe the campus clashes. Amid
the developments at the high
court, Uttar Pradesh Director General of Police O P Singh acted
swiftly and handed over the the
probe into the violence to Lucknow
Range IGP Sujeet Pandey, transferred Circle Officer Anurag Singh
and suspended university police
outpost in-charge Pankaj Mishra.
The DGP's action came after a delegation of Lucknow University
(LU) teachers led by Vice Chancellor S P Singh called on him here
this afternoon. Taking serious note
of the incident, the DGP assured
the VC of strict action against
those who indulged in violence and
asked the teachers to go back to
work. "I have handed over the
probe into the Lucknow varsity violence to IG (Lucknow range). I have
transferred the circle officer con-

cerned and suspended the LU police outpost in-charge," the DGP
said. "I have also assured the teachers of strict action and have appealed to them to return to their
work," he said. While summoning
the University's vice c hancellor,
registrar and proctor, the UP DGP,
the Lucknow bench of the high
court also ordered Lucknow senior
superintendent of police to be
present before it and explain the
incident. The order was issued by
a bench of justices Vikram Nath
and Rajesh Singh Chauhan following media reports of a group of students assaulting the vice chancellor and other top officers of the university yesterday.
The VC, the registrar and the
SSP were asked to be present before the bench at 10.15 am tomorrow and explain as to why the police did not respond promptly
when the LU authorities informed
it about the imminent attack. The
court also asked the two top police
officers to detail the steps taken in
the wake of violence to improve
the security situation in the university campus. The court took on

record the copies of a Hindi and an
English daily and directed its registry to register the matter as a Public Interest Litigation with its title
as 'Lucknow University Vandalism'. Expressing annoyance over
the incident and questionable role
of the local police, the bench said,
"It is unfortunate and extremely
painful that the students have the
courage, audacity and boldness to
enter the premises from where
they have been expelled and create
physical violence and attack the
vice chancellor, teachers and staff
of the university." In its order, the
court noted, "In all the leading
newspapers of Lucknow, one of the
front-page news is about the attack
on the teacher s of LU, forcing the
vice chancellor to close the university indefinitely (sine die) and stalling the entire admission process for
the Academic Year 2018-19." "The
reports further mentions that on
July 4, 2018 a group of about 25 students, which included some of the
students who had been expelled,
entered the University premises
firstly around 11.30 AM and surrounded the vice chancellor and

raised slogans and also threatened
him of dire consequences and demanded re-admission. "Later again
at about 1.30 PM, when the VC was
returning from a function inside
the University premises, these students again attacked the vice chancellor and his security. Some 10
teachers of the university were injured along with several security
and other staff of the university,"
the bench wrote in its order.
The bench further noted in its
order that the newspaper reports
mentioned that the police was informed about the likelihood of the
expelled students creating ruckus,
but despite the same, the local police did not take appropriate measures to control the situation which
was apprehended by the University administration. The university
was closed till further orders yesterday after a group of students
protesting over admission to the
new academic session reportedly
attacked teachers, injuring over a
dozen of them, officials said. The
LU vice chancellor said the youths
claimed they were from the
Samajwadi Party.(PTI)
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Police took Congress workers into custody as they were staging protests during Jharkhand Bandh called by all opposition parties in protest against Land Acquisition Bill, in Ranchi

Karnataka minister travels 340 km daily to office and back
BENGALURU, JULY 5 /--/ Kar nataka Public Works Minister H D Revanna commutes a gruelling 340 km every day
for work from his hometown to Bengaluru and back, but insists it has nothing to do with either astrology or "Vaastu".
The elder brother of Chief Minister H D Kumaraswamy
cites non-availability of a government bungalow as the reason for undertaking the tedious journey. Media reports suggested that his urge for a Vaastu compliant home prompted
Revanna to travel from Holenarasipura to the stat capital,
a one way distance of 170 km, every day by his car, ignoring the advice of his father and former prime minister H D
Deve Gowda. Revanna, however, dismissed the reports. "I
am born under Swati Nakshatra. Things like Vaastu don't
affect those born under this star. Even black magic or spell
does not work on us. It boomerangs on people trying black
magic on those born under this Nakshatra," said Revanna.
The minister said he was forced to travel such a long
distanceevery day because the government has not allotted
himliving quarters. "Had they (government) given me a
house, I would have certainly stayed here (in Bengaluru).
They have not given me quarters even in the Legislators'
Home. I am ready to live wherever they want me to stay.
Because they haven't given me ahouse, I am travelling 340

Nurse held on
charge of bid to
reveal rape
victim's identity
INDORE JULY 5 /--/ Police have arrested a senior
nurse of the state-run Maharaja Yeshwantrao Hospital
(MYH) here on the charge of
trying to reveal the identity
of the Mandsaur gangrape
victim by clicking the minor's pictures on her phone,
a senior official said today.
Talking to PTI, Deputy Inspector General (DIG) of Police Harinarayanachari
Mishra said the police personnel posted near the ward
in MYH, where the victim is
undergoing treatment, got
the information that senior
nurse Rama Kushwaha (50)
had clicked photos of the
eight-year-old victim and
her medical reports on her
mobile camera.
During an investigation,
the information was found
to be authentic, he said. The
nurse is being questioned as
to why she clicked the pictures of the victim and her
medical documents. It is suspected that she wanted to
send these photos to someone, Mishra added.
The DIG said that a case
has been filed against the
nurse under the Protection
of Children from Sexual Offences Act (POCSO) and relevant sections of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC). A detailed
investigation is underway.
The victim was raped on
June 26 after being abducted from outside her
school by two men.

km every day," he told PTI. He said the quarters allotted to
him at Legislators' Home earlier has been locked and the
bungalow assigned to him is still occupied by the previous
PWD minister HCMahadevappa. "Until he vacates, I cannot
go and stay there. We cannotremove somebody forcibly,"
said Revanna. If someone thought that undertaking such a
long trip every day would take a toll on the 61-year-old
Revanna's health, he has a different story to tell.
The JD(S) leader said it helps him keep his sugar levels under check and reduces bodyache. No matter when he
reaches Holenarasipura at night, Revanna gets up at 5 am,
gets ready, offers prayers at five temples, meets people who
throng his residence with g rievances, and leaves for
Bengaluru at 8 a.m. sharp. The Deve Gowda family's fancy
for Vaastu and abiding faith inastrology is well known. Before Kumaraswamy's oath-taking ceremony, the entire family went on a pilgrimage to places like Tirupati, Sharada
temple and Shankaracharya Peetha in Sringeri. A couple
of days ago, Revanna took a priest to task forwrongly performing the groundbreaking ceremony of a women's hostel
at Hassan Institute of Medical Sciences. Revanna scolded
the priest for not even knowing which direction the ritual
should be performed.

Lynching aftermath: Rainpada
village becomes a ghost place
RAINPADA (MAHA), JULY 5 /--/
Rainpada, a remote village of Maharashtra
which was the scene of brutal lynching of
five men five days back, has virtually turned
into a ghost place. In the village with a population of 750, only a few elderly people and
some women can be spotted as the young men
have fled in the wake of intensified police
investigation into the lynching. On last Sunday, five tribals were lynched here by a large
mob on suspicion of child lifting, an incident
that shocked the nation as it was yet another
case of brutality triggered by social media
rumours. According to videos which went
viral, one of the five victims apparently tried
to speak to a six-year-old girl after which they
were pounced upon, stoned and thrashed
with sticks and chappals.
The police has arrested 23 people so far
and is looking for others who were involved
in the incident in this remote village, located
around 100 km from the Dhule district headquarters and bordering Gujarat state. "Our
men have left their homes since Sunday and
there is no contact with them since. Only the
women and a few elderly people are left here
now," says 72-year-old Dagubai Gaikwad, a
resident of the village. She said since the
young men have left, there is nobody to arrange for food and open water supply taps
that bring water to the village. This reporter
saw most houses locked and the narrow lanes
empty, with only cattle and livestock roaming
around. Vishwas Gangurde, a member of the
panchayat samiti, said the village comprises
about 750 people, of whom only a dozen old
men and women are left. "The young men,
who fled the village, could not take their
elders along with them as they are not physically fit. As a result, they are lying in their
homes unable to even walk as they do not
have the strength to do so in the absence of
food," said 45-year-old Kalgibai Raut, another
villager. Rajubai Kokni, a teacher at the lo-

cal school in the village, said out of the total of 102 students enrolled, nobody has
turned up to study since the incident. "I have
been coming here since Monday morning but
no student turns up. I sit idle all day and close
the school at the end of the day," she said.
Kokni said her husband Rajaram too was
arrested by the police when he was working
at his farm on Sunday. "Being a Sunday, I had
accompanied my husband at the farm as
well. We were sowing seeds there when out
of nowhere the police personnel came and
arrested my husband. I have not heard from
him since," she said. "The main perpetrators
were from other villages. However, our men
are suffering the most," she alleged. Kokni
said that being a Sunday, people from several
adjoining villages had come to the weekly
market in Rainpada to buy clothes, vegetables, soaps and oil on display. Gounda
Deshmukh, whose sister's son was arrested
by the police, claimed he was picked up from
outside a clinic where he had gone to take
medicines. "The police came and randomly
caught people and put them in police vans.
My sister's son had nothing to do with the
lynching," she said. Gangurde, a witness to
Sunday's incident, said when the five men
were taken to the panchayat samiti office for
questioning, people from adjoining villages
called up their friends and around 3,000 people gathered and indulged in lynching. "We
kept pleading with them not to hit the men
but they accused us of taking money from
them to save them. They did not want them
(victims) to be handed over to the police but
kill them there itself. We had to back out
when they threatened to kill us too," he said.
Dhule Superintendent of Police M
Ramkumar said his personnel were trying to
distribute food material to the elderly and
the women to ensure they do not go hungry.
"We are sharing with villagers the food cooked
for our personnel," Ramkumar said. (PTI)

CHANDIGARH, JULY 5 /
--/ The Punjab Water Resources Department has registered 191 water theft cases
in the current paddy season
during past three weeks.
Around 118 cases of water
theft were registered in
Ferozepur Canal Circle, an
official spokesperson said.
Monitoring of the canals
would continue to stop any
water thefts and anyone
found guilty would not be
spared, Water Resources
Minister Sukhbinder Singh
Sarkaria said in a statement
here. He directed the officials of his department to
take stern action against the
culprits and said that any
dereliction of duty would
not be tolerated. Sarkaria
assured the farmers of sufficient canal water supply for
paddy and other Kharif
crops. He appealed to the
farmers to decrease the dependence on ground water
and cultivate crops that mature early and need less
water.(PTI)

Sedition row: JNU panel
upholds punishment for Umar
Khalid, Kanhaiya Kumar

NEW DELHI, JULY 5 /--/ The JNU's high-level inquiry
committee has upheld Umar Khalid's rustication and a fine
of Rs 10,000 imposed on Kanhaiya Kumar in connection with
the February 9, 2016 incident. The JNU panel had in 2016
recommended rustication of Khalid and two other students
and imposed a fine of Rs 10,000 on Kumar, the then students'
union president, in connection with the campus event against
Afzal Guru's hanging during which anti-national slogans were
allegedly raised. The five member panel had also imposed
financial penalty on 13 other students for violation of disciplinary norms. The students had then moved the Delhi
High Court, which had directed the university to place the
matter before an appellate authority to review the panel's
decision. According to sources, the panel has upheld its decision in the case of Khalid and Kumar. "The penalty has also
been reduced for some students," a source said. Kumar,
Khalid and Anirban Bhattacharya were arrested in February 2016 on charges of sedition in connection with the controversial event and are out on bail. Their arrest had triggered widespread protests.(PTI)

SC seeks response of
Sajjan Kumar on plea
against his anticipatory bail
NEW DELHI, JULY 5 /--/
The Supreme Court today
sought response from Congress leader Sajjan Kumar,
accused in 1984 anti-Sikh
riots cases, on a plea filed by
the SIT challenging the anticipatory bail granted to
him by the Delhi High
Court. A bench of Justice A
K Sikri and Ashok Bhushan
said it is high time that these
cases are tried at the earliest.
The bench said it was an
over 30-year-old case and it
took around "200 pages" for
the high court to grant anticipatory bail when it could
have been done in just "40-50
pages". Additional Solicitor
General Maninder Singh,
appearing for the SIT, said
the investigation started
against Kumar only in 2016
and now he has come armed
with a battery of lawyers
and dictates his statement to
the investigating of ficer of
the case. The ASG said that
while granting anticipatory
bail to him, the high court
had said that everything will
be tested in trial of the case

but at the end it granted him
the relief saying there was
no evidence. To this, the
bench said whether all this
was considered at the time
of anticipatory bail? Singh
said, "Yes. This is totally contrary to the established procedure of law". The bench
then issued notice. The
Delhi High Court had on
February 22 upheld a trial
court order granting anticipatory bail to Congress
leader Kumar in two antiSikh riots cases of 1984, saying that according to
records, he was available
throughout the investig ation. The Congress leader
was granted anticipatory
bail by the trial court on December 21, 2016 in two cases
of killing of three Sikhs during the riots which had occurred after the assassination of then prime minister
Indira Gandhi. Kumar had
submitted that his name was
never taken earlier and it
was a case of fresh allegations coming up after 32
years.(PTI)

Rahul
holds
''janta
darbar'' in
Amethi
AMETHI (UP), JULY 5 /-/ Congress chief and local
MP Rahul Gandhi today
held a 'janta darbar' during which he listened to
the problems of the people
of his constituenc y.
Rahul, who is on a twoday visit here, started his
second day by meeting
people from different
walks of life on the
premises of the Congress
office in Gauriganj -- the
district headquarters.
Former Union minister
and MP Sanjay Sinh and
his wife Ameeta Singh met
the Congress president
and discussed with him
issues related to the party
and the people.
"A discussion on how
to make the Congress
stronger in Uttar Pradesh
was held with Rahulji,"
Sanjay Sinh said. A
number of students, party
activists, people from the
trade and business fraternity also met Gandhi.
Sangita Anand, daughter
of former Uttar Pradesh
minister and senior BJP
leader Ram Lakhan Passi,
and her husband also met
Gandhi.
Asked about the meeting,
Anand said she was here
to see "my MP and nothing else".
Later in the day, R ahul
will visit party leader
Baijnath Tiwari, whose
wife passed away recently,
to offer his condolences.
The MP is also expected to
meet
former
block
pramukh of Amethi - Ram
Murti Shukla. Gandhi will
pay homage to CRPF personnel A Maurya at
Naraini village in the
Amethi assembly segment. Maurya was martyred during a Naxal attack in Chattisgarh's
Sukma district in April.
He will also address a gathering of farmers on the
premises of Mukutnath
Inter College in Tala village on the AmethiGauriganj highway.(PTI)

Hundreds of Kailash Mansarovar
pilgrims stranded at high-altitude
places in Nepal evacuated: MEA
NEW DELHI, JULY 5 /--/ Hundr eds of Kailash
Mansarovar Yatra pilgrims from India stranded at high-altitude areas in Nepal due to inclement weather have been
evacuated, with 53 flights and 142 chopper sorties taking
people to places of safety, the External Af fairs Ministry
said today. The Indian mission in Nepal has undertaken a
"massive exercise" to evacuate the pilgrims both from Hilsa
and Simikot, Ministry of External Affairs Spokesperson
Raveesh Kumar said. He said evacuation efforts were still
ongoing and if the weather holds, those Indians still
stranded would also be taken to places of safety. "In the last
three days, 883 pilgrims were evacuated from Simikot to
Surkhet and also from Simikhot to Nepalganj. 675 pilgrims
were evacuated from Hilsa to Simikhot. 53 civilian flights
were operated to get the pilgrims out and 142 chopper sorties were carried out," Kumar said.
He said the situation was "fast returning to normal" and
about 50 pilgrims were in Surkhet, while 560 were in
Simikot. Kumar asserted that there was no "crisis situation"
and pilgrims were continuing with the yatra, which is conducted through private tour operators. The pilgrimage to
Kailash Mansarovar in the Tibetan region of China is considered holy by Hindus, Buddhists and Jains. Every year,
hundreds of Indians undertake the 'yatra' which involves
trekking under inhospitable conditions. The ministry issued an advisory for pilgrims planning to undertake the
Kailash Mansarovar Yatra through Nepal, saying there were
"high chances" of getting stranded in various legs of the journey in case of inclement weather.(PTI)

Man held for rape threat
to Cong spokesperson's
daughter
AHMEDABAD/MUMBAI, JULY 5 /--/ The Mumbai Police has arrested a 36-year-old man in Gujarat for allegedly
giving a rape threat on Twitter to the daughter of Congress
spokesperson Priyanka Chaturvedi, an official said today.
Girish Maheshw ari was arrested from Bavla near
Ahmedabad late last night, a senior police official said. The
accused was being brought to Mumbai and would be produced in the Dindoshi court later in the day, he said. Following a directive from the Union Home Ministry, the police
had registered a case against Twitter user '@GirishK1605'
for threatening to rape Chaturvedi's 10-year-old daughter
The case was registered under Section 509 (word, gesture
intended to insult the modesty of a woman) of the Indian
Penal Code, and relevant sections of the Information Technology Act and the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, on Tuesday after the Congress spokesperson
filed a complaint.(PTI)

Assam Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal plays badminton aftrer inaugurating Multipurpose Indoor Stadium at Dibrugarh Boys’ Higher Secondry School playground in Dibrugarh

