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No question of quitting as BJP president, says Amit Shah

LUCKNOW, JULY 31 /--/
BJP president Amit Shah
today said there was no
question of him leaving the
party post and he was working "happily" and "wholeheartedly". Ending speculation that he would resign as
party president if elected to
the Rajya Sabha, Shah also
denied that the BJP had broken any party in Bihar. "It

was Nitish Kumar who resigned from the post of the
chief minister as he did not
want to continue with the
corrupt.
Are we supposed to
force them to continue?"
Shah, who arrived here Saturday on a three-day visit,
answered a range of questions, including on getting
elected to the Rajya Sabha
and subsequently resigning as party president.
"There is no question of doing so.
I have the responsibility of being the party president. I am happy, and I am
working wholeheartedly.
You people (media) please
do not push," Shah told reporters. The BJP president
exuded confidence that the
party would come back to

power with more strength in
the next Lok Sabha election
in 2019. "BJP will romp
home victorious with bigger
strength than 2014 on the basis of its development and
good governance of the
Modi government, as well as
the 13 state governments of
the party in the country," he
said. Calling Prime Minister
Narendra Modi the "undisputed most popular PM" of
the country, Shah said the
government had "succeeded
in ending the politics of
family, caste and appeasement in the country".
The
previous
Manmohan Singh-led government suffered from
"policy paralysis", he said.
"Every minister assumed
himself to be the PM, and no
one considered him as the

PM." He reiterated that unlike previous governments,
which had just a couple of
things to show as their
achievements during their
tenures, the Modi government had undertaken 50 important works in its three
years. Claiming that there
were scams worth Rs 12 lakh
crore in the 10 years of the
UPA government, Shah said
there was not a single allegation of corruption during
the three years of the Modi
government.
Even the opposition
could not cast any aspersions on this issue. Making a
special mention of the surgical strikes across the LoC
last year, Shah said they projected the country as one
with firm resolve in the global area, which can take

any decision for its security.
Referring to Congress'
Gujarat MLAs being shifted
to Bengaluru to allegedly
ward off "poaching", he said,
"It can be understood if they
speak about Gujarat. But
why are they (Congress
MLAs) being kept in locked
rooms in Bengaluru...you
must understand that."
Asked about his party not
being as strong in the south
as it was in the north, he said
this was earlier said about
the BJP's presence in the
north as well .
To a question on the NIA
blaming cross-border trade
for terrorism, Shah said that
the BJP had no relevance as
it concerned the security
agencies, the Army and the
Jammu
and
Kashmir
government.(PTI)

Majority of Muslims
in India are descendants
of Hindus : BJP MP

Princess Diya Kumari and brand ambassador for "Save the Girl Child" of Rajasthan
lighting the ceremonial lamp to inaugurate the Panel Discussion on "Women Issues
and Laws in India, organised by VamaIndia in Jaipur.

Oppn attacks govt for encouraging cow vigilantes
NEW DELHI, JULY 31 /-- / The Opposition today accused the BJP-led government
of encouraging organisations behind the
violence by cow vigilantes, with Congress
claiming that lynching of people in the
name of religion and cow protection began
only after it assumed power. Initiating a discussion on the issue of mob lynching in the
Lok Sabha, Leader of the Congress
Mallikarjun Kharge said 'Hindustan'
should not be allowed to become
"lynchistan". This government is against
minorities, Dalits and women, he alleged,
saying these sections had borne the maximum assault. The Prime Minister says he
was against it, but what action has he taken,
Kharge asked and said "He says something
and does something else." He asked the
government to give details of the action
taken against the accused in these cases,
claiming that they had become brazen because of lack of action. Citing a number of
incidents this year to say that the lynchings had mostly happened in the BJP-ruled
states, he said there was an atmosphere of
fear and terror across the country, which
has brought a bad name to India in the
world. He named Hindutva organisations
like the VHP and Bajrang Dal, saying they
were involved in such violence. "It is also
being done so that your ideology and philosophy could be established in the country," the Cong ress leader said, pointing to
the BJP's "links" with these outfits. BJPruled Jharkhand and Madhya Pradesh had

become centres of mob lynching, he said,
adding that such incidents would become a
major threat to the nation's integrity. Referring to the murder of a BJP worker in Kerala,
he said the Governor there summoned the
DGP on the issue, but nothing of that sort was
done in other states where the people were
lynched. BJP members objected to Kharge
citing incidents, saying many of the cases he
was referring to were sub-judice. Parliamentary Af fairs Minister Ananth Kumar
also objected to his reference to former President Pranab Mukherjee's speech, saying it
was against rules. Kumar said action had
been taken against the hooliganism which
had taken place in the name of cow protection. Countering Kharge's onslaught against
the government, BJP leader Hukumdev
Narayan Yadav slammed the opposition for
targeting the NDA gover nment over incidents of lynchings, saying Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has repeatedly come out
strongly against such acts. "Some people are
indulging in terror activities to defame the
government. They are questioning our intentions. It is wrong," he said. Yadav equated
the lynching incidents with the killing of
RSS workers in Kerala and that of a police
officer in Kashmir and asked whether these
were not equivalent to mob violence. He
said a fight between two ideologies has been
going on for several decades and asserted
that those who follow the path of "economic
development and nationalism" will out victorious come.(PTI)

SC raps UP govt over 'irregularities'
in funds given to Etawah college
NEW DELHI, JULY 31 /--/ T he Supreme Court today
rapped the Uttar Pradesh government for alleged irregularities in the allocation of funds to educational institutions, including to a Etawah-based college, when Mulayam Singh
Yadav was the chief minister in 2002-03. A bench headed
by Chief Justice J S Khehar questioned the state government over granting Rs 100 crore to educational bodies, allegedly without following procedures. "How could the
money be allocated to a society without any guarantee of
returns and scrutiny? ...The state government should
clarify its stand," the bench, also comprising Justice D Y
Chandrachud, said.
The top court asked UP's Yogi Adityanath government
to file a response on the issue within two weeks. The Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India had earlier detected irregularities in the allocation of funds to educational institutions in the state by the then government in
2002-03. The auditor in a report had said an amount of Rs
35 crore was irregularly given to the Chaudhury Charan
Singh College in Etawah. The court was told by CAG that
proper procedures were not followed in releasing contingency funds to a college by the UP Rajkiya Nirman Nigam
Limited, a subsidiary of the PWD department, and "gross
irregularities" were found in the report. The apex court had
earlier asked the Centre to infor m it if CAG had objected
to the release of funds in connection with the birth centenary celebrations of former Prime Minister Charan Singh
to the college run by a society which had senior Samajwadi
Party (SP) leaders on its Board.
It had directed SP supremo Yadav to file his response
and asked the Centre to apprise it about objections, if any,
raised in the past by CAG. The bench is hearing an appeal
filed by one Mahendra Nath Rai against the dismissal of his
plea in 2004 by the Lucknow bench of the Allahabad High
Court, challenging the grant to the college for the centenary
celebration in 2002-0 3. The court had also asked Siksha
Prasar Samiti, the society which runs the college, to inform
it within four weeks about its composition and income tax
returns. It had asked the society, which had Shivpal Singh
Yadav and Ramgopal Yadav on its board, not to spend from
its corpus except for meeting some urgent day-to-day needs
. The court had on March 2 expressed displeasure over the
non-filing of responses by some people, including the exchief minister, in t he repor t. The plea alleged that the centenary celebrations had taken the form of construction of
buildings for the college being run by the society and the
expenditure incurred by the state.(PTI)

AFFID
AVIT
AFFIDA
I, TAJ ROY (NEW NAME) PREVIOUSLY
CALLED
TAJ
GOWALA (OLD NAME) R/OJHANJUPARA, FATAPUKUR,
P.S.RAIGANJ,
DIST.
JALPAIGURI DECLARE THAT
FOR AND ON BEHALF OF MYSELF AND MY FAMILY MEMBERS I WHOLLY RENOUNCE/
RELINGUISH AND ABANDON
THE USE OF MY FORMER
NAME/ SURNAME OF TAJ
GOWALA AND IN PLACE
THEREOF. I DO HEREBY ASSUME FROM THIS DATE THE
NAKE/ SURNAME TAJ ROY SO
THAT I AND FAMILY MEMBERS
MAY
HEREINAFTER
BE
CALLED KNOWN A DISTINGUISHED NOT BY MY
FORMER NAME/ SURNAME
BUT ASSUMED NAME/ SURNAME OR TAJ ROY. I EXPRESSLY AUTHORISE AND
REQUEST ALL PERSONS IN
GENEAL AND RELATIVES AND
FRIENDS IN PARTICULAR AT
ALL TIMES HEREAFTER TO
DESTINAGE AND ADDRESS
ME MY FAMILY MEMBERS BY
SUCH ASSUMED NAME/ SURNAME OR TAJ ROY. VIDE AFFIDAVIT
NOTARY
PUBLIC
KOLKATA ON 31.07.2017.

NEW DELHI, JULY 31 /-/ Majority of Muslims in India are descendants of Hindus, a BJP member claimed
in the Lok Sabha today
while asking both the communities to respect each other's sentiment.
Participating in a debate
on
lynchings,
Hukumdev Narayan Yadav
slammed the opposition for
targeting the central government over incidents of
lynchings, saying Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has
repeatedly
come
out
strongly against such acts.
He raised the issue of killing of RSS workers in
Kerala, which is ruled by
the Left Front government.
Yadav asserted that the responsibility of containing
mob violence is that of the
state governments. He said
"cer tain demons" have put
on "holy garb" to defame the
government, likening it to
an episode in the Ramayana.
"Some people are indulging
in terror (atankvadi) activities to defame the government," the BJP member said
and slammed the Congress
for questioning the intention of the Modi government. Yadav, the MP from
Madhubani in Bihar, said a
fight between two ideologies
has been going on for several decades and asserted
those who follow the path of
"economic development
and nationalism" will come
out victorious. During his
speech, he extensively

quoted
Deen
Dayal
Upadhyaya and said the
BJP ideologue had stated
that "Muslims in India are
descendants of Hindus. He
said every Muslim must respect Hindu sentiment and
at the same time, Hindus
must respect the Muslims.
The MP was also severely
critical of the policies of
Congress and said "I will
prefer to die than bowing
before the Congress...Some
politicians sit with the Congress and have biryani and
then indulge in artificial
fight outside."
Yadav said he will prefer
to die than abadonning the
ideology he is fighting for.
Talking about nationalism,
Yadav said freedom fighters
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad
and Khan Abdul Gaffar
Khan had sung the poem
'Vande Mataram' but there
is an environment now in
which singing it is considered a crime. He also cited a
recent case in which a political leader had sought
support from the Naxals.
"There cannot be bigger
lynching than this," the BJP
said.
Yadav also alleged that
Deen Dayal Upadhyaya and
Ram Manohar Lohia were
killed in late 1960s as both
were planning to join hands.
The BJP MP drew the attention of the House towards
the 1984 anti-Sikh riots and
raised the issue of killing of
RSS
workers
in
Kerala.(PTI)

Fabrication of
evidence serious offence: SC
in post-Godhra
riots case
NEW DELHI, JULY 31 /-/ A high-voltage hearing
was today witnessed in a
case of alleged fabrication
of evidence in a 2002 postGodhra riot case in the Supreme Court which asked a
volley of questions to social
activist Teesta Setalvad for
opposing a probe against her
former aide Rais Khan
Pathan. The apex court was
hearing the appeal filed by
Setalvad and her NGO, Citizen for Justice and Peace
(CJP), against a decision of
the Gujarat High Court upholding a magisterial court
order for a probe against
Pathan. "It is a serious offence whosoever has done it.
Either they (Setalvad and
her NGO, Citizen for Justice
and Peace) are wrong or
Pathan is wrong.
We will look into it," a
bench of justices Arun
Mishra and Amitava Roy
said. Senior advocate Kapil
Sibal,
appearing
for
Setalvad, questioned the
procedure adopted for continuing with the probe
against Pathan when his petition to become a court witness was dismissed. However, Additional Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta and
senior advocate Mahesh
Jethmalani, appearing for
the Gujarat government
and Pathan r espectively,
said Setalvad and her NGO
have no locus standi in the
criminal case as they were
not parties to the matter either in the high court or the
trial court.
After hearing the matter
partly, the bench posted it
for hearing to August 21,
saying it would examine the
matter on the question of
law. It refused to g rant four
weeks to Setalvad to keep
ready the compilations,
brief notes and synopsis of
the matter.

Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan talking to
mediapersons after a peace meeting with senior leaders
of CPI(M), BJP and RSS in the background of the tense
political situation in the state following the alleged murder of a RSS acti vist b y CPI(M) workers, in
Thiruvananthapuram.

CPI(M)-RSS meeting:
Kerala CM asks media to leave
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JULY 31 /--/ Kerala Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
today asked media persons
to leave the venue of a
peace meeting convened by
him with top BJP and RSS
leaders. The meet was held
in the backdrop of the violence following the slaying
of an RSS worker near here
on Saturday.
As Vijayan reached the
meeting venue, apparently
on seeing a large contingent
of electronic media persons
occupying the room, he lost
his composure and asked
them to leave. Just as the
media persons were coming
out, the chief minister
asked the staff at the hotel,
where the meeting was being held, why members of
the fourth estate were allowed inside. 'Kadakku
Purathu (just leave)', the
chief minister said tersely
to the media. Only after they

had left the venue, did he
enter the meeting hall. After
the meeting, Vijayan, while
giving details about it, declined to reply to a question
as to why the media was not
allowed inside the meeting
hall.
Later in a clarification,
the CM's office said the media w as not invited for the
meeting, not even for the
photo-op ahead of the meeting, it said. "When the chief
minister and other leaders
came to the venue, the entire media was inside the
hall. That is why, the CM
ask ed them to leave the
hall," the statement said.
It was not possible to
hold such a discussion in
the presence of the media,
it added. CPI(M) state secretary Kodiyeri Balakrishnan
said probably the chief minister got angry as the media
took
visuals
without
permission.(PTI)

