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IYC protest
against Modi
govt's Rafale
deal

NEW DELHI, AUG 30/--/
Hundreds of Indian Youth
Congress (IYC) workers today staged a protest against
the Centre over the Rafale
fighter aircraft deal here.
Leaders and activists
from several state units have
gathered outside All India
Congress Committee (AICC)
headquarters and is scheduled to take out protest
march towards towards
Prime Minister's residence
later in the day.
While addressing a gathering, IYC leaders alleged
the BJP-led National Democratic Alliance (NDA) government "misled" the nation
by quoting "illogical and
imaginary data". "Rafale
deal is the biggest scam.
Why is the central government not forming Joint Parliamentary
Committee
(JPC) to probe the deal?,"
IYC president Keshav
Chand Yadav asked. In view
of protest march, heavy police deployment has been
made near the Congress
headquarters at Akbar
Road.
Police have barricaded
the area to stop IYC leaders
and workers from marching
towards the PM's residence.
Around fifty workers were
detained and taken to
Mandir Marg and Tughlak
Road police stations, police
said.
The Congress, which
has launched a frontal attack on the government over
the Rafale issue, is undertaking a pan India campaign
to apprise people" on the
deal. Party leaders are fanning out across the country,
holding press conferences
which will be followed by
plans for district and state
level agitations on the issue.
(PTI)

48 govt employees
found absent from
duty in Kishtwar,
salaries stopped
JAMMU, AUG 30/--/Fortyeight government employees were found absent from
duty during a surprise inspection in Jammu and
Kashmir's Kishtwar district, prompting the authorities to stop their salaries, officials said today.
Kishtwar Deputy Commissioner Angrez Singh
Rana constituted teams under the supervision of Additional Deputy Commissioner Kishori Lal Sharma
which conducted a surprise
inspection, an official
spokesman said.
The teams conducted
surprise checks in various
government offices, schools,
health care centres etc and
found several officers were
unauthorizedly absent from
duty. The assistant executive engineer and junior engineer of the Dachhan Public Health Engineering Office were also found absent,
the spokesman said.
Terming the unauthorized absence of employees
as disservice to the society,
Rana, immediately issued
orders to stop their salaries,
he said.
He further initiated an
enquiry and appointed Additional District Development Commissioner Imam
Din as the enquiry officer
and asked him to present a
report within seven days.
(PTI)

NAWO drumming up support for Women's Reservation Bill
NEW DELHI, AUG 30/--/A group
of women's organisations have decided to urge female voters to snub
political parties which are ignoring the Women's Reservation Bill.
In a statement, the National Alliance for Women's Organisations
(NAWO), comprising over 100
women's rights groups, said the
marginal representation of women
in Parliament and legislative assemblies is a matter of grave concern. Unless we have more women
in Parliament and in legislative assemblies, our issues will be ignored time and again. A mere 12
per cent representation of women
in India's Parliament is one of the
lowest in the world.
The Women's Reservation Bill
was developed in order to facilitate
women's political participation by
reserving 33 per cent of all seats in

the Lok Sabha and state legislative
assemblies for women. "It's high
time the women of India understand the gravity of the situation
and do something about it. The
rampant stories of crimes against
women in India says a lot about
where our country is heading in
terms of development. We need
many more women in decision
making positions to address such
serious concerns on a war footing,
said Dr Ranjana Kumari, director
of Centre for Social Research
which is part of NAWO.
The alliance recently released
a charter of demands at a national
event in Delhi, one of the major demands was passage of the Women's
Reservation Bill. It had earlier conducted a massive campaign, as
part of which more than 5,000 letters were sent to the Prime Minis-

ter's residence demanding passage
of the bill. The 22-year-old bill has
been impeded in each of its outings
in Parliament, before it was passed
by the Rajya Sabha in 2010. At the
time, Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD)
along with the Samajwadi Party had
opposed it.
The Lok Sabha has never voted
on the bill and it lapsed after the
dissolution of the 15th Lok Sabha
in 2014. Despite constituting 49 per
cent of the country's population,
the marginalisation of women in
politics is extremely apparent in
this year's Economic Survey of India.
Data shows that there are only 65
women parliamentarians in Lok
Sabha out of the total number of
543, with women's representation at
11.8 per cent. Rajya Sabha fares
marginally better, with 31 women

parliamentarian out of a total of 243
MPs with a representation of 12.7
per cent.
As per the latest study on
women in Parliament, India ranks
103rd among other countries in
terms of representation. "The Bill
is vital for realising women's rights
under the Constitution of India
and for addressing the widespread
gender inequality throughout the
country. The Women's Reservation
Bill, which is currently a live bill
that has been passed by the Rajya
Sabha can be taken by the present
government with a two-third majority.
"The point of this bill is to give
women ground to fight elections
where women will fight women
only, so that the winner will be a
woman," the organisation said in a
statement. (PTI)

Parents to be requested to keep
Centre monitoring
vigil on wards on Momo: ICSE surveillance data for potential

STAND FOR KERALA: NSS volunteers of Prof Jayashanker Telangana State Agricultural University donated to CM relief fund for Keral flood relief in Hyderabad

Constituency development funds to be
operational in J-K without time limits
SRINAGAR, AUG 30/--/In
a significant decision,
Jammu and Kashmir Governor Satya Pal Malik has directed that the Constituency Development Fund
(CDF) scheme shall continue to be operational in
the State without any time
limits.
"Legislators shall continue to recommend works
under the Constituency Development Fund scheme
subject to availability of
balance CDF funds in their
respective accounts and in
tune with the guidelines of
the scheme, the Governor
said last evening while reviewing the progress of developmental works.
During the review, Malik
was informed that in view
of the non-utilization of

substantial amount of CDF,
directions were issued to the
Deputy Commissioners to
continue sanctioning works
under the said scheme till
30 September 2018.
The Governor, however,
instructed that new timeline
shall not apply anymore in
future and works could be
sanctioned as long as funds
exist. Malik observed that
unhindered continuation of
the CDF scheme was essential to ensure that the
elected representatives respond to the developmental
issues expeditiously.
In another major decision, the Governor directed
that all such public projects
completed through state
funding could be inaugurated by the public representatives.

Observing that it would
be inappropriate for any
complete public project executed through state resources to remain unutilized
for want of formal inauguration, Malik directed that
the elected representatives
be requested to inaugurate
all such projects in their respective constituencies and
dedicate them to the people
for early use.
The state assembly has
been placed in suspended
animation since 19 June
this year following fall of
PDP-led coalition government after BJP withdrew its
support. Previous Governor
N N Vohra had put a
timeline for release of
funds to works in progress
under the CDF scheme.
(PTI)

KOLKATA, AUG 30/-- /
With reports of Whatsapp
messages inviting youngsters to play an on line game
'Momo Challenge', the Association of Heads of ICSE
schools, West Beng al, has
called upon all member
schools to urge parents to
keep a watch on their children. The Association's
West Beng al unit general
secretary Nabarun Dey told
PTI today, they did not receive any report about student of any school having
received such message, nor
had the Association been
given any 'Advisory' by the
CID or the police till date on
the issue. However, going by
media reports "two days ago
we have asked the member
schools
to
undertake
sensitisation drive among
children and their parents
about the danger, inherent
of certain on line games like
'Momo' and 'Blue Whale'.
"We are acting on our own
and this is aimed at sensitising the guardians and the
students about the menace
of certain on line games -

earlier 'Blue Whale' and now
'Momo'," he said.
Asked to elaborate on
the sensitisation drive, he
said, "we have asked the
schools to tell the students
during the assembly before
classes every day that they
should keep away from certain on line games. "We have
also asked the schools to ask
the parents to ensure they
keep a tab on what games
their wards are playing at
home," Dey said.
Dey, also the Principal
of Central Modern School,
Barana gar,
said
the
sensitisation programme
had already started in his
institution. There are about
150 ICSE-affiliated schools
in the plains and 30 schools
in Darjeeling, Kurseong and
Kalimpong in the hills.
The state CID had earlier said all the numbers
from where the messages
were sent to the people in
the state to play the Momo
Challenge were based
abroad and an investigation
had been initiated into it.
(PTI)

Activists demand action
against Maharashtra Police
NEW DELHI, AUG 30/--/Leading intellectuals and civil
society members today demanded action against
Maharashtra police for launching a "vicious and malafide
attack" against human rights activists and called for an immediate end to "such political acts of vendetta".
The arrests of the five activists, in a nationwide crackdown on Tuesday, highlights the violation of all due procedures and is a mockery of the legal system, said a joint
statement signed by author Ar undhati Roy, lawyer
Prashant Bhushan as well as activists Aruna Roy and
Jignesh Mevani among others.
The statement comes a day after the Supreme Court directed that the five activists be kept under house arrest.
They have also demanded that police return the laptops
and mobiles seized during the "illegal arrest" of the activists. "They want to divert attention from real issue and discredit the dalit movement. The so call Maoist plot to Kill the
prime minister is an effort to garner sympathy. Dalits will
hold protest rallies at various places on September 5 against
the government," Mevani said at a press conference. "What
is happening today is more dangerous than the emergency,"
Bhushan added.
Mahar ashtra police arrested Varavara Rao, Ver non
Gonsalves, Arun Ferreira, Sudha Bharadwaj and Gautam
Navlakha, and raided the homes of several others as part
of its probe into the 'Elgar Parishad' conclave in KoregaonBhima village near Pune on December 31 last year.
Others whose premises were reportedly searched this
week were Father Stan Swamy, Susan Abraham, Kranthi
Tekula and Anand Teltumbde. (PTI)

Separatist-sponsored strike
disrupts life in Kashmir Valley

Members of Khanmoh industrialists association staging a protest against any move
to weaken Article 35 A of the constitution, at Historic Ganta Ghar in Srinagar

SRINAGAR, AUG 30/--/
Life in Kashmir came to a
standstill today due to a
complete shutdown called
by separatists against the legal challenge in the Supreme Court on the validity
of Article 35A, which bars
people from outside Jammu
and Kashmir from acquiring any immovable property in the state. The situation across the valley is

NIA arrests Syed Salahuddin's son in terror funding case
SRINAGAR, AUG 30/--/
The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) today arrested Syed Shakeel Yousuf,
son of globally wanted terrorist Syed Salahuddin, in
connection with a 2011 terror funding case for allegedly receiving money from
his father.
An NIA spokesman said
in Delhi that Shakeel, at
present working as a laboratory assistant at a prestigious
government hospital, was
picked up from Rambagh
locality of Srinagar and
placed under arrest.
The spokesman said, "In
an operation today morning,

Members of Akhil Bharatiya Advasi Sena raising slogans during a demonstration in support of their various
demands, in New Delhi

NIA team along with the police and CRPF arrested
Shakeel in a terror funding
case". He is the second son
of Salahuddin who has been
arrested by the NIA in connection with the case. Earlier in June this year, his another son, Shahid, who was
working in the agricultural
department of the Jammu
and Kashmir government,
was arrested in the same
case.
The
NIA
alleged
Shakeel used to receive
funds through a US-based
international wire transfer
company from Aijaz Ahmed
Bhat, another accused in the

case who is absconding and
based in Saudi Arabia
The agency alleged
Shakeel was "one of several
Indian contacts of Bhat" who
had been in telephonic contact with him for receiving
money transfer codes
The case, registered by
the NIA in April 2011, relates to transfer of money
from Pakistan to Jammu and
Kashmir through hawala
channels via Delhi, which
the agency believed was
used in funding terrorism
and secessionist activities
The NIA has so far filed
two charge sheets against six
people including G M Bhat,

a close aide of pro-Pakistan
separatist Syed Ali Shah
Geelani, Mohammed Siddiq
Ganai, Ghulam Jeelani
Liloo and Farooq Ahmed
Dagga. All four are in judicial custody
Two others -- Mohammed Maqbool Pandit and
Bhat -- were also charge
sheeted by the NIA but are
absconding. An Interpol
Red Corner notice has been
issued against them
Shakeel's father Mohammed Yusuf Shah -- better
known
as
Syed
Salahuddin -- was declared a
Specially Designated Global Terrorist by the US De-

partment of State. Besides
heading terror outfit Hizbul
Mujahideen, he is the chairman of the United Jehad
Council (UJC), a conglomerate of terrorist outfits operating in the Kashmir Valley.
The NIA had also registered two others cases related to terror funding -- one
in November 2011 and the
other in May this year. The
agency had filed a charge
sheet against 10 people including Syed Salahuddin in
the April 2011 case. In the
recent case, the NIA arrested 10 people including
some close relatives and
aides of Geelani. (PTI)

peaceful with no untoward
incident reported from anywhere so far, officials said.
Shops, business establishments and educational institutions were closed across
the Valley while all kinds
of transport remained off
the roads due to the strike
called. The Joint Resistance
Leadership (JRL) has called
for a two-day strike today
and tomorrow as Supreme
Court is scheduled to hear a
PIL challenging the validity
of the Article 35A tomorrow.
Authorities have imposed restrictions in some
parts of the city as a precautionary measure for maintaining law and order, the officials said.
They said the areas
where restrictions under
section 144 CrPC have been
imposed include police station Khanyar, Nowhatta,
Maharajgunj, Safakadal,
Rainawari, Maisuma and
Kralkhud. The officials
said security forces have
been deployed in strength
at vulnerable places in the
city and elsewhere in Kashmir for maintaining law and
order.

outbreak of diseases in Kerala
NEW DELHI, AUG 30 /--/
Following
devastating
floods in Kerala, the Union
health ministry said today
that there are indications
about the spread of diseases, including acute diarrhoea and dengue, and asserted it is coordinating
with the state in monitoring
the cases.
The floods in Kerala
killed more than 480 people
since the onset of Monsoon
on May 28 and hit the state's
economy badly. The health
ministry said the Centre is
sending 30 specialist doctors, 20 general duty medical
officers
and
40
Malayalam-speaking
nurses, who will reach
Kerala tomorrow after the
state requested so today.
Health minister J P Nadda
reviewed the flood relief
measures with senior officials of the ministry today.
Senior officials of the
health ministry informed
Nadda that the government
was closely monitoring the
disease surveillance data
for potential outbreak of
epidemic-prone diseases.
"A rising trend is indicated in cases of leptospirosis, acute diarrhoeal disease
and dengue, and they (the
officials) are coordinating
with state to monitor the
cases," an official statement
said. The Centre has supplied 73 MT of emergency
drugs, 1,000 inj Adrenaline
vials, 2.25 crore chlorine
tablets (one tablet for chlorinating 20 L of water), 80
MT of bleaching powder,
and 4 lakh units of sanitary
napkins to the state, besides
1,000 litres of cyphenothrin
5 per cent, 500 kg of
diflubenzuron 25 per cent

and 250 litres of malathion
(tech).
As per the additional request received from the
state, 58 items of essential
drugs and consumables
weighing about 120 MT, and
40 ultra low volume fogging
machines are also being
sent to the state, the statement said.The National Institute of Mental Health and
Neuro-Sciences, Bengaluru,
has already deployed a 40member
psycho-social
teams - psychiatrist, psychologists and psycho-social
worker, one team for each of
the 14 districts for rapid
psycho-social assessment
and community based psycho-social care, the statement said.
The ministry has also
deployed 12 public health
teams, each comprising one
public health specialist, one
microbiologist and one entomologist to assist the state
health department. Nadda
also spoke to Kerala Health
Minister K K Shailaja and
assured her of the continued support of the Health
Ministry in the ongoing
flood relief measures. Addressing a specially convened one-day session of
the state assembly to discuss the unprecedented
flood situation, Kerala
chief minister Pinarayi
Vijayan said today that 483
people have lost lives in the
state since the onset of
monsoon on May 28 and 14
were still missing.
Vijayan said the state's
economy had been badly
hit and the loss could be
much more than the state's
annual plan outlay for the
year, which stood at nearly
Rs 37,248 crore.

Togadia announces
march for Ram temple
FAIZABAD/AYODHYA, AUG 30/--/Former VHP leader
Pravin Togadia today announced a march from Lucknow to
Ayodhya on October 21 to gather support f or the Ram
Mandir movement. He visited Faizabad and Ayodhya today and met those connected with the movement.
Addressing a press conference in Faizabad, Togadia
said, "Respecting the sacrifices of Hindus for the cause of
Ram Janambhoomi, we will move towards Ayodhya from
Lucknow on October 21 to build pressure on the Union government to bring resolution in Parliament for the construction of Ram Mandir. Lakhs of Kar Sewaks will join us."
Togadia, who visited Ayodhya in June, had earlier demanded the BJP government to legislate a law within four
months for constructing a temple at the disputed site. He
was joined by about 200 activists of his newly-formed
'Antar-rashtriya Hindu Parishad'. Togadia, who enjoyed a
'Z' category security cover till a couple of months ago, was
seen without any security today. (PTI)

BJP to organise events
in memory of Vajpayee
NEW DELHI, AUG 30/--/
The BJP will organise two
major events across the
country to mark one month
of the passing away of
former prime minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, par ty
president Amit Shah said
today.
Party workers will host
poetry events at 4,000
places across all legislative
assembly and parliamentary constituencies on September 16, during which audio
recordings
of
Vajpayee's poems will be
played, Shah said. This
event is being organised for
paying tributes to Vajpayee
by reciting his poems and
organising poetry events,
the BJP chief said, describing it as 'Kaviyanjali'.

The second event will
start from September 17, the
birthday of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and will
continue till the birth anniversary of party ideologue
Deen Dayal Upadhyaya on
September 25, he said.
A week-long social-work
activities will be organised
at 20,000 places, in which
medical camps, vaccination
of children and cleanliness
drives will be carried out in
slums.
Shah said by carrying
out these welfare works,
party workers will pay their
tributes as 'Karyanjali' to the
late BJP stalwart. From the
past few years, the party has
been celebrating the birthday of Modi as 'Seva Diwas'.
(PTI)

