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British govt should apologise for Jallianwala tragedy: London Mayor
thoughts are with all those
who died. "It is time for the
British government to finally
apologise. The tragedy in
1919 on the eve of Vaisakhi
is one we must never forget,"
Khan wrote in the visitors'
book at the Jallianwala Bagh
here. The massacre took
place on April 13, 1919 when
British troops commanded by
Brigadier-General Reginald
Dyer, opened fire at a crowd
of unarmed people, on the

harvest festival of Baisakhi.
A large number of people
died in the incident. The
former British Prime Minister David Cameron, during
his 2013 visit to Jallianwala
Bagh, also condemned the
tragedy and described it as
a "deeply shameful incident"
in British history. However,
he stopped short of making
any official apolo gy. Wrapping up his first official tour
to India, the London Mayor,

earlier today, also paid obeisance at the holy shrine of
Golden Temple.
During his visit, he participated in langar at the
Golden Temple complex and
showed keen interest in
knowing how the food is prepared. Khan was also presented with a Siropa (robe of
honour) by officials of the
Shiromani
Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee
(SGPC). "It has been a privi-

lege for me to be in Amritsar
for the last 24 hours. The
Golden Temple is a spiritual
home for tens of thousands of
Londoners of the Sikh faith
and millions of Sikhs around
the world come to Amritsar
to pay their respects to worship," he said while talking to
the reporters.
Also, sharing the same
sentiments on the visitors'
book of the Golden Temple,
he wrote: " The warmth, hos-

SC reserves verdict on plea
against bail to trustees of Ryan
NEW DELHI, DEC 6 /--/The
Supreme Court today reserved its verdict on a plea
of the father of 7-year old boy,
who was found dead in a
Gurgaon school, seeking cancellation of the anticipatory
bail granted to three trustees
of the Ryan International
Group. A bench of Justices
R K Agrawal and A M Sapre
reserved its verdict and said
it will pass order on December 11. During the hearing,
advocate Sushil Tekriwal,
appearing for the father of
victim Pradhuman, said the
grant of anticipatory bail to
the trustees of the group
which runs the school by the
Punjab and Haryana High
Court was absolutely "illegal", "unwarranted", "unconstitutional" and "erroneous".
He said the murder of the
class II student had taken
place in the campus of Ryan
International School and
hence the order of the high
court should be set aside.
Tekriwal said the present
case was rarest in nature
keeping in view the manner
in which the boy was killed.
Advocate Sandee p Kapur,
appearing for Ryan Pinto,
Grace Pinto and A F Pinto,
said the trustees were never
directly involved in the administration of each school
and only took policy decisions. "CBI was looking into
the conspiracy angle for the
murder of the boy in the
school but has not found any
evidence regarding the involvement of the respondents," he said.
Kapur said that merely
on suspicion, a person cannot
be arrested and put behind
bars when he is in no man-

ner related to an offence. He
said the school authority and
its management was fully
cooperating with CBI in the
matter and intended to help
the investigating agency
reach a conclusion regarding
the commission of murder of
the student inside the school.
Kapur said recently the CBI
has arrested a student of the
school against whom it has
collected evidence regarding commission of the crime.
"The case and the plea of the
CBI against the petitioners
(Pintos) is same as it was on
the date of passing of order
granting anticipatory bail
and no new plea or evidence
has come on file of investigating agency connecting the
petitioners with the crime in
this case," he said.
Pradhuman was found
with his throat slit in the
school
washroom
in
Gurgaon on September 8.
School bus conductor Ashok
Kumar was earlier arrested
by Haryana Police in connection with the crime. He was
recently granted bail by a
lower court. The case was
transferred to the CBI and
the agency had apprehended
a class 11 student in connection with the killing. Earlier,
the apex court had agreed to
hear the appeal seeking cancellation of anticipatory bail
granted by the high court to
three trustees of the
Group.The high court had on
November 21 granted anticipatory bail to Ryan International Group CEO Ryan Pinto
and his parents -- founding
chair man Augustine Pinto
and managing director Grace
Pinto, in connection with the
killing of Pradhuman.(PTI)

Rahul says not like Modi, can err,
af ter mistakes pointed out in tweet
NEW DELHI, DEC 6 /--/ Congress leader Rahul Gandhi today took a swipe at Prime Minister Narendra Modi, saying
that "unlike Narendrabhai" he was human and could err, as
he thanked his "BJP friends" for pointing out wrong figures
in one of his tweets. The Congress vice president had put
out a tweet yesterday carrying erroneous percentages to depict
a rise in the prices of essential commodities in a graphic and
asked the prime minister whether his government was "for
the rich". "For all my BJP friends: unlike Narendrabhai, I
am human. We do make the odd mistake and that s what makes
life interesting. Thanks for pointing it out and please do keep
it coming, it really helps me improve. Love you all," he
tweeted. The figures in the graphic, corrected shortly after
the mistakes were pointed out on social media sites, were
meant to have shown the differences in the prices of commodities between 2014 and 2017. Gandhi has been posing
a question a day to the prime minister in the run-up to the
Gujarat assembly elections on Twitter, over promises made
by the BJP government in the state.(PTI)

Vice President, M. Venkaiah Naidu addressing the gathering after inaugurating the 12th Annual Convention of
the Central Information Commission, in New Delhi.

Gujarat poll has
turned Rahul into a
leader: Shiv Sena

Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah paying floral tributes to Babasaheb Dr. Bhimrao
Ambedkar on his “62nd Mahaparinirvan Diwas”,in Bengaluru.

Max Hospital case: Baby dies,
father refuses to take body
NEW DELHI, DEC 6 /--/ A
premature baby, who w as
found alive after being declared dead by Max Hospital, breathed his last today
with his father refusing to
take the body demanding
arrest of the erring doctors.
The boy died at a nursing
home in Pitampura after battling for life for nearly a
week.
On
November
30,
Ashish Kumar's wife gave
birth to premature twins
(boy and girl) at Max hospital in Shalimar Bagh. Both
the babies were declared
stillborn by the hospital
and handed over to the family allegedly in a polythene
bag. But to their utter horror,
the family found that the
boy was still alive, while
they were on way to do their
final rites.
The family rushed the
baby to a nearby nursing
home in Pitampura, while

the mother remained at Max
Hospital as she was very
weak. Max Healthcare authorities today released a
statement saying, "We just
learnt of the sad demise of
the 23-week preter m baby,
who was on ventilator support." "Our deepest condolences are with the parents
and other family members.
While we understand that
survival in extreme preterm
births is rare, it is always
painful for the parents and
family. We wish them the
strength to cope with their
loss," it added. Aslam Khan,
deputy commissioner of police (northwest), also confirmed the news.
However, Kumar has refused to take the body of his
child, in an act of protest
and demanded that the doctors of Max Hospital allegedly involved in the "medical negligence" in the case
be arrested. "I will not take

my son's body until the two
doctors are arrested,"
Kumar told PTI. He also said
he will also not get his wife,
who is still admitted at Max
Hospital, discharged from
until they get justice. The
baby's uncle said that they
will continue to protest outside Max Hospital.
A panel formed by the
Delhi government to look
into the case yesterday
found Max Hospital guilty
of not following prescribed
medical norms in dealing
with newborn infants. On
December 2, Delhi Health
Minister Satyender Jain
had said the hospital's licence could be cancelled if
a probe found it guilty of
medical negligence.
Max Healthcare on December 4 had said that it had
decided to terminate the
services of two doctors alle g edly involved in the
case.(PTI)

Naidu rejects criticism of
Sharad disqualification decision
NEW DELHI, DEC 6 /--/ Rajya Sabha
Chair man M Venkaiah Naidu today rejected criticism of his swift decision to disqualify rebel JD(U) MPs Sharad Yadav and
Ali Anwar, saying justice delayed is justice
denied and such matters should not be left
pending. Addressing the 12th annual convention of Central Information Commission
(CIC), he asked the commissioners to also
work in such manner and make "sincere efforts" towards speedy disposal of cases registered with them. "Yesterday, I passed an
order on disqualification within three
months and then I gave the strong opinion at
the end saying such decisions should be decided in around three months because the
disqualifications (plea) itself that have
been filed, some of them are pending for
years," Naidu said.
He said he thought his decision would be
welcomed by the people across the country.
"Of course, people are welcoming but some
people are asking 'why the chairman has
given the order just in three months'," he

added. Stressing that "justice delayed is
(justice) denied", Naidu asked the information commissioners to provide "timely and
correct" information to the citizens. On December 4, Naidu disqualified the two JD(U)
rebels from the Rajya Sabha on a plea filed
by the party on September 2 for their disqualification after they revolted against
party chief Nitish Kumar's decision to ally
with the BJP.
In his order, Naidu had said that disqualification of a member of legislature
should be decided by the presiding officer
in about three months to thwart political defections. CPI(M) general secretary Sitaram
Yechury had questioned what he called the
"mind-boggling" speed with which the plea
was decided by Naidu. Naidu had said that
such applications were dragged with a view
to save the membership of the persons, who
have otherwise incurred disqualification or
even to save the gover nment, which enjoys
majority only because of such type of
persons.(PTI)

ED questions Misa Bharti's husband in Rs 8,000 cr money laundering case
NEW DELHI, DEC 6 /--/
The Ed today again questioned RJD MP Misa
Bharti's husband Shailesh
Kumar in connection with a
Rs 8,000 crore money laundering case, official sources
said. Kumar has been summoned again to seek more
information in the case and
also to record his statement,
they said. He and his wife
Misa Bharti, daughter of
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD)
chief Lalu Prasad, have
been grilled in the past too
in this case. Kumar, the
sources said, will be confronted with the documents
seized by the ED till now in
the case and the statements
given by his wife and other
accused, they said.
Both Kumar and Misa
Bharti are being questioned
by the Enforcement Directorate (ED) for their alleged

role in a firm, Ms Mishail
Printers and Packers Private Limited, their other finances and links with a
chartered accountant who
arrested by the agency earlier in the case. The agency
filed a charge sheet in this
case before a Delhi court
sometime back and it was
expected to file a fresh one
soon. Misa, it is understood,
could also be summoned
again. The ED had on July 8
conducted searches at three
Delhi farmhouses of Bharti,
Kumar and the firm.
The agency had attached a farm house in
Palam sometime back and it
was now probing the alleged slush funds used to
purchase this asset by the
couple, they said. The latest
summons to Kumar are related to a Rs 8,000 crore
money laundering probe

pitality , spirituality are a
lesson to us all. Thank you
for providing me with memories that will stay with me
forever". On Tuesday
evening, Punjab Chief Minister Amarinder Singh hosted
a dinner for the London
Mayor in Amritsar. Khan,
who was on a three-city tour
to India, visited New Delhi,
Mumbai and Amritsar to
strengthen the UK's capital
trade ties with India.(PTI)

being conducted by the
agency against two Delhibased businessmen brothers
-- Surendra Kumar Jain and
Virendra Jain, and others,
who are alleged to have
laundered several crores of
rupees using over 90 shell
companies. The Jain brothers were arrested by the ED
earlier under the Prevention
of Money Laundering Ac
(PMLA). One of the firms
that the arrested duo dealt
with was Ms Mishail Printers and Packers Private
Limited. Bharti and her husband are alle ged to have
been directors of this firm in
the past.
According to ED officials, it was found that
1,20,000 shares of M/s
Mishail Printers and Packers Private Limited were
bought during 2007-08 at a
rate of Rs 100 per share by

four shell companies - M/s
Shalini Holdings Limited,
M/s Ad- Fin Capital Services (India) Pvt. Ltd, M/s
Mani Mala Delhi Properties
Pvt. Ltd. and M/s Diamond
Vinimay Pvt. Ltd. These
1,20,000 shares, they said,
were allegedly bought back
by Bharti at Rs 10 per share.
The ED had arrested Rajesh
Agarwal, a chartered accountant allegedly linked to
Bharti, who provided accommodation entries (black
funds) of about Rs 60 lakh to
M/s Mishail Printers and
Packers Private Limited.
The searches, officials said,
were part of investigations
to unravel these links which
allegedly routed black
money using the shell companies in question.
Shell companies are
firms set up with nominal
paid up capital, high re-

serves and surplus on account of receipt of high
share premium, investment
in unlisted companies and
no dividend income or high
amount of cash-in-hand.
The ED is the third agency
probing alleged financial irregularities by the Lalu
Prasad family after the CBI
and the Income Tax department which recently attached benami assets worth
about Rs 180 crore (market
value) in its investigation
against them.
The ED is also probing
the Lalu Prasad family in
another money laundering
case pertaining to his tenure
as the railway minister during the UPA-I g overnment
and has questioned his wife
Rabri Devi and son
Tejashwi Yadav as part of
this separate invesigation
recently.(PTI)
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MUMBAI, DEC 6 /--/ The
Shiv Sena today said that
the Gujarat Assembly poll
campaign had transformed
Rahul Gandhi into a leader
and that the Congress vicepresident's temple visits was
a "win for Hindutva", which
the BJP should welcome.
Gandhi has been campaigning extensively in the election- bound state, where the
first phase of polling will take
place on Saturday. He has
visited a number of temples
in Gujarat, which his party
believes would help counter
the Hindutva platform of its
rival. "The election, which is
touted by the BJP to be a sure
win, seems to have tired
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, as it has turned Rahul
Gandhi into a leader," the
Sena, a long-time but often
bickering partner of the BJP,
said in an editorial in its
mouthpiece 'Saamana' here.
"T he polls have proved
that Rahul Gandhi is not a
Pappu anymore. The BJP
should have a big heart and
accept this," the party said.
The position of the Congress
across the country is bad, the
Sena noted, adding "Gandhi
will have to carve a way out
of the dense fog of vilification and political maze the
BJP has created for the party."
"The BJP is even angry with
Rahul Gandhi for his visits to
temples and offering prayers.
On the contrary, it should be
welcomed. Rahul Gandhi
visiting temples is a win of
Hindutva. If he is taking the
party towards Hindutva from
bogus secularism, the Sangh
should welcome it," the Sena
said. Taking a dig at Modi for
dubbing Gandhi's expected
elevation as Congress president as "Aurangzeb Raj", the
Sena said, "Such comments
prove that the prime minister considers Rahul Gandhi
an opponent and that he has
become an able leader."(PTI)

Former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh offering fruits
and shwal to Buddhist monks after paying floral tributes
to Babasaheb Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar on his “62nd
Mahaparinirvan Diwas”,in New Delhi.

Yadav faction of JD(U) in HC
again over Arrow symbol
NEW DELHI, DEC 6 /--/ K Rajasekaran, the newly appointed
President of the Sharad Yadav faction of Janata Dal (United),
today moved the Delhi High Court challenging qn Election
Commission order rejecting their claim to the 'Arrow' symbol.
Justice Indermeet Kaur adjourned the matter till tomorrow
as the senior lawyer who was to represent Rajasekaran was
not available today. The JD(U) leader has challenged the
November 25 order of the poll panel giving reasons for recognising the faction led by Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar
as the real JD(U) and allotting the 'Arrow' symbol to it. Kumar
and Yadav had parted ways after the former decided to join
hands with the BJP in July, triggering a battle for the control of the party.
The Sharad Yadav faction had earlier moved the high
court against the EC's November 17 order which had ruled
in favour of Kumar's faction with regard to which group was
the real JD(U), but the poll panel had not given reasons for
arriving at the decision. The poll panel gave a reasoned order on November 25. Rajasekaran, in his plea, has sought
the setting aside of the November 25 order of EC. The earlier plea was moved by Gujarat MLA Chottubhai Vasava,
who was the then acting president of the Yadav faction of
the JD(U). Vasava's lawyer had told the court that the first
phase of filing nominations for the Gujarat polls has got over
and the second phase would be completed in another 10 days.
So, it has to be decided before that as to who will use the
symbol in the upcoming elections, Vasava had contended
in his plea. Kumar's faction had told the court that its members
have already filed nominations with the 'Ar row' symbol as
the EC had ruled in their favour. Following the rift with Kumar,
Yadav had claimed that by ending the alliance with Lalu
Prasad Yadav's RJD and deserting the greater 'grand alliance',
Kumar had gone ag ainst the party's national executive's
decision to oppose the BJP. As the rift widened, Yadav held
a 'national executive' conclave of the JD(U) here where Vasava
was appointed the acting president.
Vasava, who is also the Gujarat unit party chief and a
six-term MLA, had approached the ECI staking claim over
the party and its poll symbol 'Arrow'. Yadav has all along maintained that the faction led by him was the real JD(U). The
ECI, in its November 17 order, had said the group led by
Kumar "has demonstrated overwhelming majority support"
in the legislature wing as well as the majority in the national
council of the party, which is the apex organisational body
of the JD(U). However, Vasava's counsel had contended that
the EC had relied on the "disputed" election of the national
council and said that the par ty led by Yadav was the real
JD(U).(PTI)
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AMRITSAR, DEC 6 /--/
The British government
should apologise for the 1919
Jallianwala Bagh massacre
in Amritsar, London Mayor
Sadiq Khan said today, calling it a tragedy one "must
never forget". Khan, who arrived in Amritsar on Tuesday, paid a rich tribute to
those
who
died
in
Jallianwala Bagh incident.
"It was incredibly moving to
visit Jallianwala Bagh. Our

