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Tiger Woods
blames
medications
for his arrest
on DUI charge
MIAMI, MAY 30 /--/ Tiger
Woods attributed an "unexpected reaction" to prescription medicine for his
arrest on a DUI charge that
landed him in a Florida jail
for nearly four hours.
Woods, the 14-time major
champion who had back
surgery five weeks ago, was
arrested on suspicion of DUI
at about 3 am on Monday
and taken to Palm Beach
County jail. He was released
on his own recognizance.
An arrest report might
be available today, Jupiter
Police
spokeswoman
Kristin Rightler said.
"I understand the severity of what I did and I take
full responsibility for my
actions," Woods said in a
statement Monday evening.
"I want the public to
know that alcohol was not
involved.
What happened was an
unexpected reaction to prescribed medications. I
didn't realize the mix of
medications had affected
me so strongly."
Woods apologized to his
family, friends and fans and
said, "I expect more from
myself, too."
"I will do everything in
my power to ensure this
never happens again," he
said.
Woods, whose 79 victories rank No. 2 on the PGA
Tour's career list, has not
competed for nearly four
months. He is out for the rest
of the season while he recovers from fusion surgery
performed April 20 in
Texas.
In an update posted on
his website, he said the surgery provided instant relief
from pain and that he hasn't
"felt this good in years."
Police said Woods was
arrested on Military Trail, a
six- lane road, south of Indian Creek Parkway. Woods
did not say in his statement
where he had been or what
he was doing at that hour.
Jail records show that the 41year-old was booked into
jail at 7:18 am and released
at 10:50 am. The jail released a booking photo of
Woods in a white T-shirt.
Rightler, the police
spokeswoman, said she did
not have details about the
circumstances leading to
Woods' arrest, nor did she
have any information about
whether the arrest involved
drugs or alcohol.
His agent at Excel
Sports, Mark Steinberg, did
not respond to a voicemail
from The Associated Press
seeking comment. PGA
Tour spokesman Ty Votaw
said the tour would have no
comment.
Woods said in his statement that he fully cooperated with law enforcement
and thanked Jupiter Police
and the Palm Beach County
Sheriff's Office for being
professional.
Notah Be gay, a r oommate of Woods when they
played at Stanford, was empathetic. Begay was arrested for ag gr avated
drunken driving in 2000
when he ran into a car outside a bar in New Mexico.
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Tennis: Court won’t be ‘intimidated’ on gay marriage stance
SYDNEY, MAY 30 /--/ Australian
tennis
great
Margaret Court says she
feels bullied by a fierce
backlash over her views on
gay marriage, but has
vowed not to be "intimi-

dated".
The 24-time Grand Slam
champion, now a Christian
pastor, caused controversy
by announcing last week
she would stop flying
Qantas "where possible" in

protest at the airline's support of same-sex marriage.
It sparked calls, led by
Martina Navratilova and
supported
by
Richel
Hogenkamp, one of the few
openly gay players in tennis, for the Australian Open
to take her name off one of
its flagship stadiums.
Court, 74, said she had
the right to air her views.

"I think it's bullying. I
think they always said that
we were bullying them but I
think there's a lot of bullying gone on, intimidation,"
she told Sky News late last
night. "I think everybody
has their views. I have nothing against gay people and
you know we have them in
our church and I help them.
"(But) this is a Judeo-

Christian nation and I believe we should protect
marriage."
Court has long held
strong views about homosexuality, which have previously been slammed by
Navratilova and fellow
great Billie Jean King, who
are both gay.
"I'm not intimidated because I know who I am, I
love family and I just stand
up for righteousness and
truth," Court said. On Monday, Ho genkamp joined
calls for her name to be
stripped from the arena at
Melbourne Park, where the
first Grand Slam event of
the season takes place in
January.

