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Pak shelling:
Situation along
LoC 'very bad',
says deputy CM
JAMMU, JAN 30 /--/
There was uproar in the
Jammu
and
Kashmir
assembly today as members,
including those from the
BJP and the CPM, raised
the issue of Pakistan
shelling along the Line of
Control, forcing deputy
chief minister Dr Nirmal
Singh to describe the
situation as "very bad".
Dr Singh said that
administration has been
directed to provide safe
shelters and other facilities
to
people
who have
migrated from LoC area in
Rajouri.
During
the
Question Hour in the
Assembly,
BJP
MLA
Ravinder Raina said: "there
is heavy firing and shelling
going on along LoC in my
Noushera
assembly
constituency in which
people are suffering and
migration of the people
have taken place." He said
schools have been shut and
houses suffered damages in
the border areas and called
for
reply
from
the
government to this urgent
situation.
The
BJP
MLA
demanded
sending
a
ministerial team to assess
the situation in Noushera
sector. He was supported by
CPM member M Y Tarigami
and members of BJP.
Replying on the issue,
deputy chief minister said
that "situation is very bad
along LoC due to Pakistan
shelling. As a result of the
shelling, migration has
taken place." He said that
administration has been
directed to provide all
necessary facilities, safe
shelters and ensure safety
for people along LoC.
Fourteen
people,
including seven civilians,
have been killed and o ver
70 others injured in intense
shelling by Pakistan along
the International Border
(IB) in Jammu, Kathua and
Samba districts, and the
LoC in Poonch and Rajouri
districts from January 18 to
22,
leading
to
the
displacement of thousands
of border residents.
Over 300 schools along
LoC and IB were closed last
week as a precautionary
measure in view of the
firing. On Monday also,
Pakistani troops violated
ceasefire in the Uri sector of
Jammu and Kashmir by
firing towards Indian posts.

Gehlot sees clean
sweep for Cong in
Rajasthan by-polls
JAIPUR, JAN 30 /--/
Former Rajasthan chief
minister Ashok Gehlot has
claimed that Congress will
emerge as winner in
bypolls conducted in Ajmer
and Alwar Lok Sabha
constituencies
and
Mandalgarh Assembly seat
in the state on Monday.
Congress will win by-polls
conducted on all the three
seats, Gehlot said talking to
newspersons in Kota today.
State election department
has made arrangements for
counting scheduled on
February 1 for all the three
seats. Information of all
rounds of counting will be
available on depar tment's
website, a spokesperson
said.
By-polls
were
necessitated in these three
seats due to the deaths of
the sitting lawmak ers.

Yogi promises strict action against
trouble makers in Kasganj
Giriraj feels the violence was pre-planned
LUCKNOW, JAN 30 /--/ Chief
minister Yogi Adityanath today
broke his silence on Kasganj
violence promising action against
those involved even as politics
brewed over the clashes with
Union minister Giriraj Singh
claiming that media would have
chosen a "different" line if the
killed youth was from the majority
community.
Another BJP hardliner Vinay
Katiyar,
known
for
his
controversial utterances, also
waded in the row saying there
were some "miscreants who support
Pakistan" who could go to any
extent to defy the tricolour. "Our
government is committed to
provide security to each and every
citizen. Anarchy has no place in
the
state,"
chief
minister
Adityanath told newspersons here,
his first comments on the clashes.

Adityanath warned of "strict
action" against the perpetrators of
violence. Meanwhile, Union
minister Giriraj Singh said that he
felt the violence was pre-planned.
"Had
the
deceased
been
Mohammad Ismaayil instead of
Chandan Gupta, there would be
been a different debate in the
media... We have to chang e this
mindset," Singh told newspersons
here. The Union minister said he
felt the Kasganj incident was "preplanned"
adding
that
the
Adityanath government would not
spare anyone involved. He also
referred to Bareilly district
ma gistrate Raghvendra Vikram
Singh's comments on Facebook that
appeared to blame right-wing
groups for provoking communal
clashes. "I have come to know that a
bureaucrat has made some remarks
on why some are raising 'Pakistan

Murdabad' slogans. I want to ask
why not raise Pakistan Murdabad
slo gan. We raise this slog an as
Pakistan kills our soldiers and is
involved in spreading cross border
terrorism," the minister said. The
DM's now-deleted post said a
"strange trend" that had begun of
late was to visit Muslim majority
areas and raise slogans against
Pakistan. "Why? Are they
(Muslims) Pakistanis?" The same
thing had happened in Khailam
village of Bareilly. Then stones
were thrown, FIRs lodged," the
officer's post had said.
A short service commission
Army officer before joining the
civil services, Raghvendra Vikram
Singh, 59, was last year posted as the
district magistrate of Bareilly,
about 100 km from Kasganj. He put
up the Facebook post on Sunday,
just two days after 22-year-old

commerce student Chandan Gupta
died in communal clashes that
broke out in a Muslim-majority
locality of Kasganj during a
'Tiranga bike rally' by members of
the local unit of the RSS-affiliated
students' group ABVP. Minister of
state for food processing Sadhvi
Niranjan Jyoti said the incident
should not be politicised. BJP MP
Vinay Katiyar, however, told a news
channel that those who "support
Pakistan" were behind the violence.
"Earlier, there were no
communal clashes in Kasganj
district as all lived in harmony. But
it has come to light that there are
some miscreants who support
Pakistan and will go to any extent to
defy the tricolour. They need to be
dealt with strictly," he said. Katiyar
claimed Gupta, who died of a bullet
injury, was killed by the "supporters
of Pakistan".

Woman Naxalite
carrying Rs 3 lakh
reward arrested
in Chhattisgarh

Telangana BJP unit President K Laxman flagging off Sammakka Sarakka Ambulance on the occasion of tribal
festival Sammakka Sarakka Jatara at Warangal District from Jan 31 to Feb 4, in Hyderabad.

Shopian incident: JKNPP protests
lodging of FIR against Army men
JAMMU, JAN 30 /--/ The J ammu
and Kashmir National Panthers Party
(JKNPP) today protested the
registration of an FIR against Army
men in connection with the alleged
killing of two youths in Army firing in
Shopian district.
The protesters, who were led by
JKNPP chairman Harsh Dev Singh,
protested at the Exhibition Ground
here and accused the state government
of appeasing anti-nationals and
separatists in the Kashmir Valley.
They shouted anti-government slogans
and demanded that the FIR be
withdrawn.
Two civilians were killed when
Army personnel fired at a stonepelting mob in Shopian district of
Jammu and Kashmir on Saturday,
prompting chief minister Mehbooba

Mufti to order an inquiry into the
incident. Police had on Sunday filed
an FIR under sections 302 (murder)
and 307 (attempt to murder) of the
Ranbir Penal Code against the
personnel of 10, Garhwal unit, of the
Army.
A Major, who led the Army
personnel at the time of the incident,
was also named in the FIR. Singh
claimed "the Army men fired in selfdefence when a mob attacked them".
He alleged the government had
earlier "buckled under pressure from
separatists and directed police to
register FIRs against Major Nitin
Leetul Gogoi for countering stone
pelters during the bypoll in Srinagar
on April 9 last year". Meanwhile, the
ruling BJP today created a ruckus in
the Legislative Council demanding

an apology from a National Conference
MLC for raising the issue of 'azadi' on
the floor of the House. As the House
began for the day, BJP members led by
MLC Surinder Ambardar stood up and
protested against NC MLC Showkat
Ahmed Ganie.
Amid noisy scenes, they demanded
an apology from the NC legislator. They
also entered into a verbal duel with NC
members over the issue.
Later chairman Haji Anayat Ali
intervened and told the house that
words spoken by Ganie have been
expunged so members should sit down.
Ganie had on Monday raised the issue
of 'azadi' on the floor of the Jammu and
Kashmir Legislative Council, drawing
angry protests from BJP members.
Later, Ali expunged the NC member's
remarks.

AIADMK expels over 150 office bearers in 2 districts
CHENNAI, JAN 30 /--/
Continuing
with
the
crackdown on dissidents in
the wake of its RK Nagar bypoll defeat, the ruling
AIADMK in Tamil Nadu
today
removed
its
Coimbatore Lok Sabha MP
from a key party post, while
expelling more than 150
office bearers there and in

Kancheepuram district.
AIADMK coordinator O
Panneerselvam and cocoordinator K Palaniswami
said in a joint statement that
AP Nagarajan was being
"relieved" as the presidium
chairman of the party's
Coimbatore urban unit. They
also expelled 155 officebearers of the party,

including 137 from the
party's Kancheepuram West
and its sub-units. Eighteen of
those
belonging
to
Coimbatore Urban were also
shown the door. Palaniswami
and Panneerselvam, who
merged the factions led by
them in August 2017, had last
month warned of action
against those who go against

the party line, following its
loss in the December 21 RK
Nagar assembly by-poll
which was won by sidelined
party
leader
TTV
Dhinakaran. They had
earlier too expelled a number
of functionaries, while
stripping some of the key
aides of Dhinakaran of party
posts.

UP Speaker mulls 'Best Legislator Award' for MLAs
LUCKNOW, JAN 30 /--/ In a bid to
inculcate
discipline
among
legislators,
Uttar
Pradesh
Assembly
Speaker
Hriday
Narayan Dixit is contemplating
institution of a 'Best Legislator
Award' on the lines of the honour
given to MPs. If the proposal goes
ahead, Uttar Pradesh will become
the first state to institute such an
award.
Stung by frequent derailment
of proceedings by agitated
members, Dixit told news agency
PTI that his main aim will be to
ensure discipline in the House,
whose Budget Session commences
on Februar y 8. "To encourage
legislators to follow parliamentary
etiquette and norms, we will
contemplate on institution of Best
Le gislator Award on the lines of
Best Parliamentarian Award. This

will infuse discipline among
legislators, he said in an interview
ahead of the month-long session.
This is going to be a comparatively
long er session. We want quality
debates and let the Opposition be
aggressive. There should be plenty
of healthy arguments and the
Opposition should make best use of
the opportunity this time. There
would be adequate time to debate
and discuss governor s address to
joint sitting, then during debate on
the general budget and also some
departmental budgets", he said.
The Speaker recalled that
Opposition
members
blew
whistles, threw paper balls at the
podium during the customary
address by the governor to the first
sitting of the session last year. It
should not happen this time, he
said, adding that a day before the

Assembly meets, he would convene
an all-party meeting to appeal to
leaders of all parties to ensure
decorum. On February 7, an allparty meeting is likely to be
convened. The leaders will be
urged that there is a debate and
discussion on the Governor s
address in which the Opposition
can put forth its point of view. This
is parliamentary practice...We
must learn from Lok Sabha in this
regard. "And, I am hopeful that
leaders will understand this, he
said to a specific question as to what
measures may be adopted to ensure
that the Governor s address is not
disrupted this time.
On May 15, 2017, the maiden
session of the newly-elected UP
Assembly opened with Governor
Ram Naik being bombarded with
paper balls during his address, as

an angry Opposition protested over
alleged worsening of law and order.
Many Samajwadi Party legislators
shouted slogans and carried
placards. They threw paper balls at
Naik, some of which even hit him,
despite marshals trying to shield
the Governor with the help of files.
Samajwadi Party legislator Rajesh
Yadav blew a whistle through the 35minute address to ensure that the
Governor's voice was drowned in
the din. As the Governor's address
began, the entire Opposition -comprising members of the SP, the
Congress and the Bahujan Samaj
Party -- started shouting slogans
against the government over the
issue of law and order. BJP
members added to the din,
thumping their desks loudly
whenever the governor lauded the
government.

RAIPUR, JAN 30 /--/ A
woman Naxal carrying a
reward of Rs 3 lakh on her
head, was arrested today
in Kondagaon district in
Chhattisgarh, a police
official said.
Acting on a tip-off, the
cadre identified as Balmati
Korram (21), was arrested
by a joint team of security
forces from Chhitpani
village forest under
Mardapal police station
limits,
Kondagaon
additional superintendent
of
police
(ASP)
Maheshwar Nag told
news agency PTI. The
composite
squad
of
District Reserve Guard
(DRG) and local police had
launched an anti-Maoist
operation towards Kudur,
Tumdiwal, Handapal,
Chhitpani villages in
Mardapal area, around
250 kms away from here,
he said.
While cordoning off
the forests between
Markampal
and
Chhitpani, the patrolling
team rounded up Korram,
who was active as a
member of Aamdai LOS
(local organisation squad)
of Maoists, Nag said.
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State Notes
FB post on RSS
leader draws flak
MANGALURU, JAN 30 /--/ An alleged derogatory post on
a senior RSS leader in Dakshina Kannada district has gone
viral drawing criticism from various quarters against the
'objectionable' remarks on him. A group called 'True Media
Network' had on its Facebook page on January 28, bearing
an image of erstwhile ruler of Mysore Kingdom, Tipu
Sultan, posted a picture of Kalladka Prabhakar Bhat clad
in RSS uniform and holding a club in his hand. In another
photo, he is seen doing 'Suryanamaskar,' a yoga pose.

'Drunk' cop rams vehicle
into scooter, 2 injured
HYDERABAD, JAN 30 /--/ Two persons were injured after
a police inspector rammed his four-wheeler into a scooter
allegedly under the influence of alcohol here, police said
today. The incident took place around 8 pm on Monday at
Yapral area in the city. Inspector G Girish Rao (51), working
at Police Training Centre in Medchal, was driving an MPV
(a private vehicle) when he lost control and hit some
vehicles, police they said. Rachakonda Police
Commissioner Mahesh M Bhagwath said Rao was driving
the vehicle in a "drunken" state and in "rash and negligent"
manner.
"He hit a scooter and two other vehicles causing injuries
to the civilians. Departmental action will be initiated
against Rao," the commissioner said.

Decomposed body of
woman found in Delhi
NEW DELHI, JAN 30 /--/ The decomposed body of a 30year-old woman was found inside a bed box at her rented
house in southeast Delhi's Govindpuri area today, police
said. The husband of the deceased, who was missing, was
the primary suspect in the killing, they said. At around
4.30pm, the police were informed about the body by an
acquaintance of the woman who had come to the house
after detecting a foul smell emanating from it, they added.
The woman was identified as Maria Masih. She had shifted
to the house one-and-a-half-month ago with her husband
Suresh Mehra (29), Deputy Commissioner of Police
(Southeast) Chinmoy Biswal said. A hunt was launched to
nab the husband, Biswal said, adding that the body was
taken to AIIMS for postmortem.

Actress files
molestation
case against bizman
MUMBAI, JAN 30 /--/ A
city-based
veteran
Bollywood actress has filed
a molestation complaint
against a local businessman
who is known to her, police
said today.
A Juhu police station
official said the actress (66)
and the accused (38) are
known to each other, but are
not on talking terms of late
following some dispute. He
said the accused, also a
resident of upscale Juhu,
kept calling the actress and
even used to stalk her even
after she had asked him
against doing so. The actress
approached the police on
Monday and lodged a
complaint.

