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German city braces for protests as Erdogan opens mega mosque
COLOGNE (GERMANY) SEPT
29/--/Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan is set to open
one of Europe's largest mosques
in Cologne on Saturday as he
wraps up a controversial visit to
Germany, with police deploying
in force amid planned protests.
The inauguration will be the
closing event of his three-day
state visit, aimed at repairing
frayed ties with Berlin after two
years of tensions.
After talks with Angela
Merkel on Friday, both leaders
signalled their interest in a
cautious rapprochement, but
the German chancellor stressed
that "deep differences" remained
on civil rights and other issues.
Some 10,000 Erdogan critics
are expected to take to the
streets in Cologne, protesting

everything from Turkey's record
on human rights and press
freedom to its treatment of
minority Kurds.
About 300 people had
gathered on the bank of the
Rhine early Saturday. They held
banners proclaiming "Erdogan
not welcome" and shouted
slogans such as "International
solidarity" and "Away with
fascism".
Cansu, a 30-year-old student
of Turkish origin came from
Switzerland for the rally.
"I want to be the voice of
people who can't take to the
streets in Turkey. Because they
have been arrested, killed or
otherwise suppressed. Erdogan
thinks anything that differs from
his opinion is terrorism. I am
here to show solidarity." And

Tomas, a German student turned
up in a suit spotted with fake
blood. He held a giant banner
with several other people that
read "Dictator. Mass murderer".
"I can understand that he was
invited to Berlin. But that he is
coming to Cologne is a
provocation. We are here to
show: Cologne does not want
you," the 22-year-old said.
Erdogan
supporters
meanwhile will gather at the
Cologne Central Mosque, an
imposing dome-shaped building
ne xt to the shadowy, Turkishcontrolled Ditib organisation.
Cologne police said they
were bracing for one of their
biggest ever deployments, and
that a maximum of 5,000 people
would be allowed to attend the
opening ceremony for safety

reasons. Both Cologne mayor
Henriette Reker and the state's
premier Armin Laschet pulled
out of attending the opening as
criticism of Erdogan's visit
grew.
The
snubs
echo
the
lukewarm welcome the Turkish
leader received the previous
evening at a state dinner hosted
by German President FrankWalter Steinmeier, whic h
several opposition politicians
boycotted. Merkel also skipped
the banquet.
Ties between the two
countries soured after Berlin
criticised Ankara's crackdown
on opponents following a failed
2016 coup, with tens of
thousands arrested. Tensions
eased somewhat after several
high-profile German-Turkish

nationals were released this
year, but five remain behind
bars.
Merkel, whose country is
home to more than three million
ethnic Turks, stressed the need
for continued dialogue to
overcome
disagreements,
particularly "in questions about
a democratic, open society".
But she also highlighted
Germany's interest in a "stable"
Turkey, whic h she relies on to
help stem the flow of migrants
arriving on European shores.
Erdogan, seeking European
allies as he spars with US
President Donald Trump and
the Turkish economy is in
turmoil, likewise struck a
conciliatory tone. But he said
Germany was doing too little to
deal with thousands of Kurdish

Russia releases photo
of hunger-striking
director Sentsov
MOSCOW, SEPT 29/--/Russia's prison service released
Saturday a rare photograph of Ukrainian film director Oleg
Sentsov on day 139 of his hunger strike in an Arctic colony
where he is serving 20 years on terror charges.
The photograph showed a medic listening to Sentsov's
chest. The 42-year-old Kremlin-opponent -- who is 1.9
metres tall -- looked visibly gaunt, thinner and
considerably older.
On Friday, the Federal Penitentiary Service said
Sentsov was taken to a state hospital in Labytnangi -- a town
above the Arctic Circle where he is being held -- for
"additional examination and consultations with medical
specialists."
Sentsov went on hunger strike in May in the run-up to
the World Cup in Russia demanding the release of all
Ukrainian political prisoners held by Moscow. He was
arrested after Moscow's 2014 annexation of the Crimea
peninsula. He was sentenced by a Russian court to 20 years
behind bars for terrorism and arms trafficking following a
trial denounced as "Stalinist" by Amnesty International and
also criticised by Kiev, Brussels and Washington.
G7 ambassadors as well as major figures from the world
of cinema, from director Jean-Luc Godard to actor Johnny
Depp, have all called for Sentsov's release.
During the Venice film festival earlier this month,
Hollywood stars urged Moscow not to let him die, and
leading figures in the Russian film industry have also called
for his release. The Kremlin has so far remained
unresponsive to such demands, saying any request for a
pardon can only be filed by the prisoner himself -- a step
which Sentsov has refused to take. In August, Sentsov's
cousin said the director was "losing hope" and no longer
believed he would be freed. (AFP)

Libya seeks UN
"security" support
UNITED NATIONS, SEPT
29/--/After a month of
militia clashes that left
more than 100 people
dead, Libya's UN-backed
foreign minister on
Friday called for the
country's UN political
mission to transform into
a "security and stability"
support role.
Mohamed
Siala,
foreign minister of the
UN-backed Libyan unity
gover nment, did not
specify if he had in mind a
UN
peacekeeping
mission. "Priority must
be given to security, to
stability," he told the
United Nations General
Assembly. "We call fo r
conversion of UNSMIL,
which is a special political
mission, into a mission
of support for Libya's
security and stability," he
said without providing
further detail.
The United Nations
Support Mission for
Libya (UNSMIL), led by
Ghassan Salame, was set
up in 2011 to assist the
country's
new
authorities after the
NATO-backed revolution
which ousted Libyan
dictator
Moamer
Kadhafi.
UNSMIL has focused
on fostering political
dialogue to help the
North African country's
transition to democracy.
Under a UN-brokered

Indonesia quake
JAKARTA, SEPT 29/--/
The death toll from
Indonesia's quake and
tsunami jumped to 384, the
disaster
agency
said
Saturday, as hospitals
struggled to cope with
hundreds of injured and
rescuers scrambled to reach
the stricken region. So far, it
said all the deaths were
recorded in tsunami-struck
Palu, a day after waves 1.5
metres (five feet) high
slammed into the city of
350,000 in central Sulawesi
island. (AFP)

agreement, the unity
government was set up in
Tripoli but it is not
recognised by a rival
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n
supported by military
strongman
Khalifa
Haftar in Libya's east.
Tripoli itself has been
at the center of a battle
for influence between
armed
groups
with
shifting allegiances. A
month of clashes left
more than 100 dead south
of the city before the
unity g over nment on
Wednesday announced a
ceasefire deal between
rival militias.
Siala welcomed the
efforts of UNSMIL which
he said enabled the
conclusion
of
the
ceasefire.
"We
ask
concerned parties to
respect it. National and
international legal bodies
will pursue the authors
of these tragic attacks,"
he said.(AFP)

Ethnic Miao women in traditional costumes take part in a tug of war to celebrate a
local festival at a village in Rongshui Miao Autonomous County, Guangxi Zhuang
Autonomous Region, China––REUTERS

militants on its soil.
And he complained that
Germany was refusing to
extradite followers of Muslim
cleric Fethullah Gulen, whom
he blames for the coup attempt.
In a Berlin rally hours later,
hundreds of mostly ethnic
Kurdish demonstrators marched
with banners that showed
likenesses of Erdogan shooting a
journalist and devouring a peace
dove.
Erdogan's visit on Saturday
takes him to North RhineWestphalia state, which is home
to significant numbers of ethnic
Turks, many who moved to
Germany as so-called "guest
workers" from the 1960s.
The giant Cologne Central
Mosque opened its doors in 2017
after eight years of construction

and budget overruns. It can
house more than a thousand
worshippers.
The size of the building,
designed to resemble a flower
bud opening, and its two
towering
minarets
has
disgruntled
some
locals,
triggering occasional protests.
The Turkish-Islamic Union of
the Institute for Religion (Ditib)
that commissioned the glass and
cement structure is itself not
without controversy.
The group runs hundreds of
mosques across Germany with
imams paid by the Turkish state.
Known for its close ties to
Ankara, it has increasingly come
under scrutiny with some of
members suspected of spying on
Turkish dissidents living in
Germany. (AFP)

