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N Korea threatens to
Obama says sending
resume nuke development troops to Mexican
border is Trump's
over sanctions
SEOUL, NOV 3/--/North Korea has
warned it could revive a state policy aimed
at strengthening its nuclear arsenal if the
United States does not lift economic
sanctions ag ainst the country. The
statement released by the Foreign Ministry
Friday evening came amid a sense of
unease between Washington and Seoul
over the use of sanctions and pressure to get
the North to relinquish its nuclear
program. The ministry said North Korea
could bring back its "pyongjin" policy of
simultaneously advancing its nuclear force
and economic development if the United
States doesn't change its stance. The North
came short of threatening to abandon the
ongoing nuclear negotiations with the
United States.
But it accused Washington of derailing
commitments made by North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un and President Donald
Trump at their June summit in Singapore
to work toward a nuclear-free Korean
Peninsula, without describing how and
when it would occur.
In an interview with Fox News' Sean
Hannity on Friday, US Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo said he plans to talk next
week with his North Korean counterpart,
apparently referring to senior North
Korean official Kim Yong Chol.
Pompeo did not provide the location
and date for the meeting, which will likely
be focused on persuading North Korea to
take firmer steps toward denuclearisation
and setting up a second summit between

Trump and Kim Jong Un. "A lot of work
remains, but I'm confident that we will keep
the economic pressure in place until such
time as Chairman Kim fulfills the
commitment he made to President Trump
back in June in Singapore," Pompeo said.
The North Korean Foreign Ministry
statement, released under the name of the
director of the ministry's Institute for
American Studies, said the "improvement
of relations and sanctions is incompatible."
"The US thinks that its oft-repeated
'sanctions and pressure' leads to
'denuclearisation.' We cannot help laughing
at such a foolish idea," it said.
The ministry described the lifting of
US-led sanctions as corresponding action to
the North's "proactive and good-will
measures," apparently referring to its
unilateral suspension of nuclear and
intercontinental ballistic missile tests and
closure of a nuclear testing ground.
Following a series of provocative
nuclear and missile tests last year, Kim
shifted to diplomacy when he met with
Trump between three summits with South
Korean President Moon Jae-in, who lobbied
hard to revive nuclear diplomacy between
Washington and Seoul.
However, the North has been playing
hardball since the summitry, insisting that
sanctions should be lifted before any
progress in nuclear talks, which fuelled
doubts on whether Kim would ever deal
away a nuclear program he may see as his
strongest guarantee of survival.

Myanmar by-election rare local
test for Suu Kyi say Locals
YANGON, NOV 3/--/
Myanmar voters cast their
ballots in a small but key byelection Saturday, a rare
local test of support for
embattled leader Aung San
Suu Kyi's party more than
halfway through her time in
office.
Suu Kyi and the
National
League
for
Democracy (NLD) swept to
power in 2015 in a landslide
victory ending decades of
military rule. But her
tenure has been marred by a
failure to speak up for
Rohingya Muslims driven
out of the country by the
army and stumbling peace
talks with insurgent groups
in lawless border areas.
A mere 13 positions are
in play in the country's
second by-election since the
national poll three years
ago, but they are spread out
across the country and
include parliamentary and
regional assembly seats.
Some two-dozen parties are
in the mix and 69 candidates

are taking part.
At one polling station in
Yangon's Tamwe township
residents showed support
for
Suu
Kyi
while
acknowledging some of the
criticism.
"I voted NLD this
morning," Maung Maung,
34, a software engineer who
lives in Tamwe, told AFP. "I
was a strong supporter of
the NLD for years but
during the years when NLD
took power, there were some
failures that they are
working on," he added,
without going into detail.
Aye Soe, a 52-year-old
street vendor, expressed fullthroated backing. "I will
support her until I die," she
said. Initial results are
expected to be announced
on Sunday.
Nobel laureate Suu
Kyi's reputation at home is
more secure than it is
abroad, where her image as
a rights icon has been
shattered by the Rohingya
crisis.

'political stunt'
WASHINGTON, NOV 3/--/For mer US president Barack
Obama has termed as "political stunt" his successor Donald
Trump's move of sending troops to the Mexican border
where thousands of "impoverished refugees" are waiting to
enter America, saying this is not patriotism.
Currently, an estimated 5,000-7,000 people from three
Latin American countries --El Salvador, Honduras and
Guatemala -- are marching towards the US through Mexico.
Trump has deployed more than 5,000 military personnel
on the border to stop them from entering. "In 2018 suddenly,
they are telling you that the biggest threat to America is
some impoverished refugees a thousand miles away on foot,
got their babies with them. Broke, got no money. This is
terrible. And that's not enough just to lie about it," Obama
said at an election rally in Georgia. "Now they're sending
our brave troops -- who, by the way, by law cannot enforce
laws on domestic soil -- they're sending them down there for
a political stunt when they could be with their families. The
men and women of our military deserve better than that,"
he said.
Without naming, Obama slammed the policies of his
successor President Donald Trump. "That's not patriotism,"
he said.
He said that there have been politicians who fudged on
the truth and did not talk on the things they screwed up.
"They made promises that turned out to be harder than
expected. They pumped up all the good things they did and
didn't talk about the things they screwed up. They tried to
put a positive spin on things. That's human nature by the
way -- it's not just politicians. All of you all do it a little bit,"
he said.
Obama accused the Republican party of talking about
an issue prior to the election and forgetting it immediately
after the polls. "What's interesting is after the election they
don't talk about it anymore -- I guess it just gets fixed. You
never hear about it again. Remember in 2010 they said that
Obamacare was setting up death panels to kill your
grandma," he said.
In 2014, the Republicans said Ebola is coming to get the
Americans. Right after the election suddenly they didn't
talk about Ebola anymore, Obama said. "In 2016 --Hillary's
emails -- this is terrible. This is violating American national
security. You know they didn't really believe it because if
they did, they'd be concerned about our current president
on his cell phone while the Chinese are listening and he's
leaving the phone in his golf cart. I didn't even have a phone
for eight years," Obama said.
Obama alleged that the ruling Republicans are trying
to distract the Americans and urged the Americans not to
get deceived. "Don't be bamboozled this time. Don't be
hoodwinked. Because while they are trying to distract you
with all the stuff, they're robbing you blind. They'll say, look
over there. Then I'll give their tax cuts to their millionaire
friends," he said.
"And then they'll let some big polluters poison our air
and water. They will take your healthcare away while you're
not looking. They are like one of those times when door
salesman comes to your door and says he's going to sell you
a security system and meanwhile his buddy is in the back
stealing your stuff," Obama said.
Obama said that the democracy cannot work when
people just make stuff up and there's no consequences.
"Not only can democracy not function, societies can't
function. Marriages can't function. Friendships can't
function. Businesses can't function if when you say
something it doesn't mean anything. That is the moment
that we are in in our country right now. And the only check
on that kind of behaviour is you," he said asking people to
go out and vote. (PTI)

