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EU adopts tough Brexit talks stance
BRUSSELS, APRIL 29/--/
European Union leaders
unanimously adopted
their Brexit strategy at a
special summit in Brussels today, in a show of
unity ahead of two years
of tough talks with Britain. The 27 leaders
quickly agreed on the negotiating guidelines as
they met without Britain
for the first time since
Prime Minister Theresa
May triggered the divorce
process a month ago.
They say talks on a future trade deal with Britain can only start once
London agrees divorce
terms on citizens' rights,
its exit bill and Northern
Ireland.
"Guidelines adopted
unanimously. EU27 firm
and fair political mandate for the Brexit talks is
ready," EU President
Donald Tusk said on
Twitter, shortly after the
summit began.
Leaders adopted the
guidelines, unchanged,
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within one minute, an EU
source said.
Tusk earlier said leaders "need to remain
united as the EU 27" but
said it was "also in Britain's interest" if unity
boosted the chances of a
swift Brexit deal.
May this week accused the EU of ganging
up on London, in a war of
words with German Chancellor Angela Merkel who
said Britain had "illusions" about the talks.
Brexit has offered the
EU a fresh chance at unity
after years of bitter internal divisions over the
euro and migration, although many still fear
they could fall out during
the talks. French President Francois Hollande
said as he arrived that
"the aim of the summit is
unity", adding that "there
will inevitably be a price
and a cost for Britain."
Merkel said the EU
wants "good relations"
with Britain but added
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that "we also want to defend, at 27, our common
interests -- so far we have
done extremely well."
The EU's chief Brexit
neg otiator,
Michel
Barnier, said the bloc had
a "clear line" on the
talks. "But this unity is
not directed against Britain, I think that it is also
in its interest," he said.
T he EU 27 have considerably toughened the
guidelines since Tusk
first unveiled them a
month ago, with Brussels also drawing up a detailed list of citizens'
rights. Tusk said this issue -- the fate of three
million EU citizens living
in Britain and one million Britons on the continent -- "must be numberone priority for EU and
the UK."
Officials hope for
agreement on this by the
end of the year.
In a further move that
will rile London, the EU is
also set to back auto-

previously friendly Asian

matic membership for
Northern Ireland if it
reunifies with Ireland,
and call for Spain to have
a say over any deal that
affects Gibraltar.
The leaders will also
discuss for the first time
the spoils of Brexit -- the
relocation of EU medical
and banking agencies
that are currently based
in London.
The EU guidelines say
that only when "sufficient progress" has been
made on divorce issues
can these trade talks begin, with sources saying
they hope to do that by
the end of the year.
EU leaders were discussing how to define
this progress after approving the guidelines at
the summit, EU officials
said. While the EU says
citizens' rights is a priority, the most touchy issue
of all is likely to be Britain's exit bill. This is estimated at around 60 billion euros ( 65 million),
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which mainly covers financial commitments
made by the bloc while
Britain was a member.
The bill is politically
toxic for Britain but also
risks causing divisions
among EU states as they
debate how to plug any
holes in the EU's budget.
May's decision to call
a general election in Britain on June 8, in a bid to
shore up her mandate
and strengthen her negotiating position, has only
stiffened their resolve.
The elections are "an
internal problem she
wants to resolve in the
Conservative par ty, to
have not a hard Brexit or
a
soft
Brexit,
but
Theresa's Brexit," said
Luxembourg's
prime
minister Xavier Bettel.
Actual Brexit talks
are not expected to begin
until after the British
election, although the EU
is set to give an official
mandate to Barnier on
May 22. (AFP)

man, but has denounced the



April 30, 2017

Two Indian-Americans
selected for ACE fellowship
HOUSTON, APRIL 29/--/Two IndianAmericans are among 46 emerging college
and university leaders selected by American Council on Education for its prestigious fellowship, the longest-running leadership development programme in the US.
Ritu Raju of Houston Community college in Houston Texas and Sundeep R
Muppidi of the University of Hartford in
Hartford (HCC) Connecticut were named
Fellows as part of the ACE Fellows Programme 2017-18 class.
Ritu is the division chair of speech,
communication and sign language at the
community college. She has been at HCC
since 2006.
Sundeep is a professor of communications and an associate dean for academic
planning and curriculum at the university's College of Arts and Sciences.
"Fulfilling higher education's 21st century mission depends upon a visionary,
bold and diverse global community of institutional leaders, and the ACE Fellows
Programme plays a key role in cultivating
these leaders," said ACE President Molly
Corbett Broad. "The diverse and talented
2017-18 Fellows Class demonstrates why
the programme has made such a vital contribution for more than a half century to
expanding the leadership pipeline for our

colleges and universities," Broad said.
Since its inception in 1965, the ACE
Fellows Programme has strengthened institutions in American higher education
by identifying and preparing nearly 1,900
faculty, staff and administrators for senior
positions in college and university leadership through its distinctive and intensive
nominatordriven,
cohort-based
mentorship model.
Of the Fellows who have participated
to date, more than 80 per cent have gone on
to serve as chief executive officers, chief
academic officers, other cabinet-level positions and deans following their fellowship. The 2017-18 class will kick of f its
work this fall as ACE prepares to celebrate
its 100th anniversary in 2018.
The 2017-18 Fellows Class represents
the diversity of America's higher education institutions by gender, race/ethnicity,
institution type and disciplinary
background.More than half the members
of the 2017-18 Fellows are women and half
are minorities.
Ritu has served as a graduate instructor at Sam Houston State University, an adjunct professor at the University of Houston-Downtown and an academic liaison at
the Society for Technical Communication.

