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Greek Ex-PM Mitsotakis, early austerity champion, dies at 98
ATHENS, MAY 29 /--/
Fo rmer Greek Prime
Minister Constantine
Mitsotakis, an early proponent of austerity cuts
that Greece eventually
had to adopt during the
economic crisis, died today aged 98, his family
said. A patriarch of one
of Greece's most influential political families,
Mitsotakis quit politics
in 2004, aged 85, after
serving as the country's
longest-serving parliamentarian.
"He died at 0100 surrounded by the people
whom he loved and who
loved him," a f amily
statement said. It did not

indicate the cause of
death.
The conservative politician was prime minister
from 1990 to 1993 and
served without interruption as an MP from 1946
on the ticket of several
different parties, except
for a ten-year break during and immediately after
Greece's 1967-1974 military junta.
He was head of the
conservative New Democracy party from 1984 to
1993 -- which is today run
by his son Kyriakos -- and
had epic battles with
Andreas Papandreou,
head of the socialist party
Pasok. One of Greece's

few openly pro-US politicians at the time,
Mitsotakis cultivated
close ties with the family
of former president
George H.W. Bush and
frequently hosted them at
his home in Crete. This
did not prevent him from
also forging close relations
with
Serbian
strongman
Slobodan
Milosevic and supporting
him during the wars that
tore apart Yugoslavia in
the 1990s. On the domestic front, Mitsotakis
championed a tight
budget and privatisations
that sparked major union
strikes and protests. In
later years, he insisted

tha t Greece would have
avoided the economic crisis that erupted in 2010 if
his policies had been
adopted earlier. "You
were always ahead of
your time," New Democracy
press
chief
Makarios Lazaridis said
Monday.
His
support
for
budget cuts earned him
the nickname "Dracula"
from his enemies. To his
friends, he was often
known as "the tall one"
due to his imposing
height.
His government eventuall y collapsed over a
name dispute with Macedonia that continues to

poison relations with the
neighbouring country. A
lawyer by training, during
Wo rld
War
II
Mitsotakis was active in
the resistance against
the Nazi occupation on
his native island of Crete.
He used his knowledge of
German to help free locals arrested by the occupation authorities.
This would later lead
his opponents to accuse
him of collaboration. In
1967 he was arrested by
the junta but managed to
escape to Paris, where he
lived in exile until his return to Greece after the
re-establishment of democracy in 1974. (AFP)

"Fake Media prevents Americans from hearing real story"
WASHINGTON, MAY 29 /
--/ US President Donald
Trump has alleged that the
"fake media" does not want
him to use the social media
to prevent Americans from
hearing the "real story". In a
series of tweets, the president said he believed the
leaks coming from his administration are actually
"fabricated lies."
"The Fake News Media
works hard at disparaging &
demeaning my use of social
media because they don't

want America to hear the
real story!" Trump said in a
tweet yesterday, a day after
he returned from his
maiden overseas trip, which
he described as a big success. "Just returned from
Europe. Trip was a great
success for America. Hard
work but big results," he said
as he slammed the US media
for using leaks against him.
"It is my opinion that
many of the leaks coming
out of the White House are
fabricated lies made up by

the #FakeNews media," he
said in another tweet to his
more ta 30.8 followers.
"Whenever you see the
words 'sources say' in the
fake news media, and they
don't mention names... it is
very possible that those
sources don't exist but are
made up by fake news writers. #FakeNews is the enemy!," Trump said in a series of tweets. "Does anyone
notice how the Montana
Congressional race was
such a big deal to Dems &

Fake News until the Republican won? V was poorly
covered," he wrote. "British
Prime Minister (Theresa)
May was very angry that
the info the UK gave to US
about Manchester was
leaked. Gave me full details!" Trump tweeted.
Trump said the massive tax
cuts / reforms that he has
submitted is moving along
in the process very well.
"Actually ahead of schedule. Big benefits to all!" he
said.

"I suggest that we add
more dollars to Healthcare
and make it the best anywhere. ObamaCare is dead the Republicans will do
much better!" said the US
President.
Trump's attacks on the
media come as his campaign
team faces increased scrutiny over its contacts with
Russia.
Members
of
Trump's White House have
regularly requested anonymity when speaking to
the press. (PTI)
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