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Social media pics of culture
can predict economic
trends in cities: Study
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LONDON, JUNE 7 /--/ The
rise and prosperity of an
urban neighbourhood may
not only be based on
economic capital, but also
the presence of a vibrant arts,
music and science culture,
scientists say. In a study
published in the journal
Frontiers in Physics, the
researchers used social
media images of cultural
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events in London and New
York City on image hosting
site Flickr to create a model
that
can
predict
neighbourhoods
where
residents enjoy a high level
of wellbeing. With more than
half
of
the
world's
population living in cities,
the model could help policy
makers ensure human
wellbeing in dense urban
settings. "Culture has many
benefits to an individual: it
opens our minds to new
emotional experiences and
enriches our lives," said
Daniele
Quercia,
Department Head at Nokia
Bell Labs, Cambridge, UK.
"We've
known
for
decades that this 'cultural
capital' plays a huge role in
a person's success. Our new

model shows the same
correlation
for
neighbourhoods and cities,
with those neighbourhoods
experiencing the greatest
growth having high cultural
capital," said Quercia. The
researchers
accessed
millions of Flickr images
taken by people attending
cultural events in London
and in New York City over
ten years. The events
included festivals, libraries,
cinema, art exhibitions,
musical
performances,
technological
demos,
handicraft
artisans,
restaurants,
museums,
newspaper stands and
theater. The team organised
the images, which all had
global positioning system
(GPS) tags indicating the
place and time taken, into 25
categories. They also
cleaned the data to adjust for
outliers, accounting for
issues such as many
museums not allowing
photos of exhibits and
different
generations
g ravitating to different
choices.
"We were able to see that
the presence of culture is
directly tied to the growth of
certain neighbourhoods,
rising home values and
median income," said
Quercia. "This could help
city planners and councils
think through interventions
to prevent people from being
displaced as a result of
gentrification," he said. "We
already have data from
wearable
technology
showing that both the 2016
US presidential election and
2016 Brexit referendum
greatly impacted people's
sleep and even heart rates,"
said Luca M Aiello from the
University of Cambridge in
the UK. "Information on
cultural consumption could
similarly be used to track the
impacts of large-scale
change," said Aiello. (PTI)
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Toll due to volcanic
eruption in Guatemala
rises to 99
GUATEMALA CITY, JUNE
7 /--/ The death toll from a
highly active volcano that
erupted near Guatemala's
capital on Sunday rose to 99.
According to the National
Coordination for Disaster
Reduction of Guatemala
(CONRED), nearly 192
people are missing because
of Guatemala's Fuego
volcanic eruption that
occurred on June 4. After
another volcano eruption,
the seismological, volcanic
and meteorological institute,
Insivumeh, heightened its
warnings, sent rescue
workers
and
forced
evacuations, CNN reported.
The Fuego Volcano exploded
around noon local time on
Monday and lava be g an
flowing down in the
afternoon. The executive
secretary of the CONRED
Sergio Garcia Cabanas
earlier said that the village
of El Rodeo is the most
affected
and
it
was
p r a c t i c a l l y
buried.Guatemalan
President Jimmy Morales
had declared a national
emergency and urged
people to stay calm and not
wander around the affected
areas.

Cellular Jail’s Light &
Sound Show online
sale of tickets begins
PORT BLAIR, JUNE 7/--/ For the convenience of the visitors and to streamline the existing process, the online booking of tickets for Light & Sound show at Cellular Jail and
Ross Island has been made functional by the Department of
IP&T in association with NIC, Port Blair. Now applicants
need not to visit the Directorate of IP&T for payment and
issue of tickets. The advance booking is permitted 90 days
in advance and up to 3.00 pm on the date of show at https:/
/www.andamantourism.gov.in/etourist. The e-Tickets is
non-transferable and non-cancellable.
After making online booking, a computer print of the
e-Ticket generated from portal or an image saved on mobile
phone will be accepted as valid document for entry. Photo
Identity proof of the visitor is must for entry to the show and
any attempt of impersonation will be dealt with strict action and the person will be liable for prosecution under relevant law in public interest. All the existing bookings made
so far without making payments are liable to be cancelled
in case applicable payments are not made prior to
30.06.2018. The payment can be done by clicking on the
‘Search and print Bookings’ tab on web page https://
www.andamamantourism.gov.in/etourist. All the existing
bookings without payment will be deemed cancelled after
30.06.2018. Intimation to this effect is also being sent
through SMS/e-mail details provided by the applicants in
registration process.
All tourists and tourism service providers are hereby
requested to use this facility and provide accurate information while making on-line bookings. If the information provided is found wrong, the e-tickets will be deemed
cancelled without any refund and appropriate action as per
applicable law may also be initiated for providing wrong
information.

Trump hosts Japan PM, five
days before summit with Kim
WASHINGTON, JUNE 7 /--/ With
less than a week to go before meeting
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, US
President Donald Trump plays host
today to Japanese Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe, who wants his voice heard
ahead of the unprecedented talks.
Trump and Abe will hold a joint press
conference at the White House in the
early afternoon, before heading to
Canada for what promises to be a tense
Group of Seven summit clouded by
the US leader's aggressive trade
policies. Since the first inkling that a
Trump-Kim summit could be on the
cards, Japan has repeatedly insisted
that Washington be mindful not to let
its guard down with the nuclear-armed
regime in Pyongyang.
And by coming to Washington to
see Trump for the second time in less
than two months, Abe wants to be sure
to get his point across to the US
president, amid the intense diplomatic
flurry over the future of the Korean
peninsula. Before leaving Tokyo, the
Japanese leader emphasized that

during his lightning visit to
Washington, he hoped to "closely
coordinate and agree" with Trump on
an approach to the North Korea issue.
And he clearly outlined what would
need to happen for the June 12 summit
in Singapore to be a success: tangible
progress on curbing the North's nuclear
and ballistic missiles programs, as well
as answers about Japanese nationals
kidnapped by Pyongyang in the 1970s
and 1980s. At their last meeting at
Trump's Florida retreat in April, the
US president promised Abe to raise the
politically sensitive abductions issue
in any talks with Pyongyang. But the
subject is hardly a priority for the
businessman-turned-president, whose
strategy appears to be in constant
flux.Above all, Trump seems most
enthused by the notion of being the
first sitting US leader to hold direct
talks with a scion of the ruling Kim
dynasty. The intensifying diplomacy
on North Korea has so far left Abe as
the odd man out: Trump is preparing
to meet Kim, while Chinese President

Xi Jinping and South Korea's Moon Jaein have each already seen the North's
leader twice. For Richard Armitage,
a former senior diplomat during the
administration of Georg e W. Bush,
Tokyo runs a very real risk of finding
itself out in the cold after the TrumpKim talks."We should absolutely
prevent decoupling -- decoupling
Japanese and US security," he told AFP.
"This is and has been an aim of China
and North Korea for a long time, and
we can't allow this to happen. That
would be falling into a terrible trap."
Trump and Abe so f ar seem to have
forg ed a sort of friendship, but even
that bonhomie was revealed to be
limited at their last meeting. On
Thursday, it could again be put to the
test -- beyond North Korea, they are also
meant to discuss the thorny issue of
tariffs, which Washington says were put
in place to protect American workers.
"I will stress that measures to restrict
trade would not serve the interests of
any country," Abe said before heading
to Washington.

Five Kenyan
police killed in
roadsidebombing
NAIROBI, JUNE 7 /--/ Five
Kenyan
paramilitary
police were killed today
when their vehicle struck
a homemade landmine in
Liboi, close to the eastern
border with Somalia, a
government official said.
"It was an IED [improvised
explosive device] attack
and we have lost five police
officers," said Harun
Kamau, deputy county
commissioner in Dadaab,
adding three others were
injured. The use of
improvised
explosive
devices against police and
military patrols in the
border region is relatively
common. Over the past
year, Shabaab insurgents,
based in Somalia, have
claimed several such
attacks killing dozens of
Kenyan
police
and
soldiers. Kamau said the
officers from the General
Service
Unit
were
travelling in a police truck
which was destroyed by
the explosion. (AFP)

More than three-fourths of Green card waiting list comprise of Indians: USCIS
WASHINGTON, JUNE 7 /--/ Indians account for more
than three-fourths of those highly-skilled professionals
waiting in queue to obtain legal permanent residence status
in the US, popularly known as Green Card, according to
latest official figures. As of May 2018, there were 395,025
foreign nationals waiting for Green Card under the
employment-based preference category. Of these 306,601
were Indians, according to the latest figures released by US
Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS). This does

not include counts of dependent beneficiaries associated
with the approved immigrant petitions, it said. India is
followed by a distant second China, which currently has
67,031 Chinese waiting for the Green Card. Thereafter none
of the other countries have more than 10,000 people waiting
for Green Card. Other countries are El Salvador (7252),
Guatemala (6,027), Honduras (5,402), Philippines (1,491),
Mexico (700) and Vietnam (521). Under the existing law, no
more than seven per cent of the Green cards may be issued

to natives of any one independent country in a fiscal year.
As such Indians have the longest waiting period for Green
Card. Indian-Americans, most of whom are highly skilled
and come to the US mainly on H-1B work visas, are the
worst sufferers of the current immigration system which
imposes a seven per cent per country quota on allotment of
green cards or permanent legal residency. As a result, the
current wait period for Indian skilled immigrants for green
card can be as long as 70 years.

