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'The world will be watching what
you do', US warns Iran at UN
Trump seeks $18 billion to
extend border wall over 10 years
SAN DIEGO, JAN 6/--/The
Trump administration has
proposed spending USD 18
billion over 10 years to
significantly extend the
border wall with Mexico,
providing one of its most
detailed blueprints of how
the president hopes to carry
out a signature campaign
pledge.
The
proposal
by
Customs
and
Border
Protection calls for 316
miles (505 kilometres) of
additional barrier by
September 2027, bringing
total coverage to 970 miles
(1,552 kilometres), or nearly
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half the border, according to
a U.S. of ficial with direct
knowledge of the matter. It
also calls for 407 miles (651
kilometres) of replacement
or secondary fencing, said
the official, who spoke to
The Associated Press on the
condition of anonymity
because the plan has not
been made public.
Trump has promised "a
big, beautiful wall" with
Mexico as a centerpiece of
his presidency but offered
few details of where it would
be built, when and at what
cost. His administration
asked for USD 1.6 billion this

year to build or replace 74
miles (118 kilometres) of
fencing in Texas and
California, and officials
have said they also will seek
USD 1.6 billion next year.
The 10-year plan, first
reported by The Wall Street
Journal, resulted from
discussions with senators
who asked the agency what
it would take to secure the
border, the official said. It
comes as the administration
intensifies negotiations in
Congress on a package that
may include granting legal
status to about 800,000
people
who
were
temporarily shielded from
deportation under an
Obama-era
program,
Deferred
Action
for
Childhood Arrivals. Trump
said last year that he was
ending DACA but gave
Congress until March to
deliver a legislative fix.
The plan on border
security came in response to
a request by US Sen Jeff
Flake, said Jason Samuels, a
spokesman for the Arizona
Republican.
An
administration
official
confirmed the document
was prepared at the request
of congressional negotiators
and said funding for the wall
and other security measures
must be part of any
legislative package on
immigration. The official
spoke on condition of
anonymity because the plan
has not been made public.
Homeland
Security
Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen
told The Associated Press
on Tuesday that the wall
would be "first and
foremost" in any package
that
includes
new
protections for DACA
recipients.

UNITED NATIONS, JAN
6/--/"The world will be
watching what you do," US
Ambassador to the UN Nikki
Haley has warned Iran
during an emergency
meeting of the UN Security
Council to discuss the
situation in the Islamic
nation which has faced a
series of nationwide antigovernment protests.
Durting the meeting,
three members France,
Russia and China of the
permanent five, joined Iran
in asserting that this 15membered body was not an
appropriate forum to
discuss
the
current
situation in Iran as it does
not pose any threat to
international peace and
security. Heated debate
took place on the floor of the
Security Council at the UN
headquarters in New York
after its 15 members were
gathered at the request of
the US to discuss the

current situation in Iran.
The meeting of the UN
Security Council was
convened at the request of
the US to discuss the
current situation in Iran,
where some 21 people have
lost their lives in more than
week-long anti-government
protests across the country.
US President Donald Trump
has come out in support of
the protestors.
Every UN member state
is sovereign, but member
states
cannot
use
sovereignty as a shield
when they categorically
deny their people human
rights and fundamental
freedoms, Haley said. She
called on all of her other
colleagues in the Security
Council to join her in
amplifying the message of
the Iranian people. Briefing
the Security Council, TayeBrook Zerihoun, Assistant
UN Secretary-General for
Political Affairs, said the

demonstrations
taking
place in Iran were a
fundamental expression of
human rights, and a
powerful exhibition of
brave people who were so
fed up with their oppressive
regime that they were
willing to risk their lives in
protest.
The
Iranian
regime's contempt of the
rights of its people had been
widely documented, she
said.
Addressing
the
Security Council, the
Iranian Ambassador to the
UN, Gholamali Khoshoroo
slammed the 15-membered
body to have allowed itself
to be abused by the Trump
Administration in holding a
meeting that falls outside
the scope of its mandate.
There is a long history of US
bullying at the UN, and the
case of the Iranian protest
was a preposterous example
of interference in the
purely internal affairs of a
nation. Khoshoroo alleged

that the US has a long history
of intervening in the
internal affairs of Iran,
including a continuous
pattern of disruption in the
democratisation process in
Iran. British Ambassador to
the UN, Matthew Rycroft,
refuted
the
Iranian
allegations and said that no
one is forcing Iran onto their
agenda. However, the
Russian representative
Vassily A Nebenzia ag reed
with Iran and said US is
abusing the platform of the
Security Council. Iran
should be allowed to deal
with its own problems, he
said asserting that the
Council should not be
involved in destabilising
Iran. Observing that the
Council's
primary
responsibility
is
maintaining international
peace and security, Wu
Haito of China said that it
should not be the venue for
discussing the human rights

situation of any country.
Joining Iran, Russia and
China,
the
French
Representative to the UN,
Francois Delattre it is up to
the Iranians alone to pursue
the path of peace. Change
in Iran would not come from
the outside, it would come
from the Iranian people
themselves," he added.
Among the non-permanent
members, representatives
from Bolivia, Equatorial
Guinea, Ethiopia sided with
the Iranian argument that
the Council was not the
forum to discuss the current
situation in Iran.
The
meeting
was
chaired by Kairat Umarov,
the
Ambassador
of
Kazakhstan to the UN.
Speaking in his national
capacity, he said his country
considered
the
developments in Iran to be a
domestic issue that did not
fall under the mandate of
the Security Council. (PTI)

Pro-regime rallies in Tehran as US imposes sanctions
TEHRAN, JAN 6/--/Pro-regime
rallies were held around Tehran
today with authorities seeking
to put the recent violent unrest
to bed, as Washington slapped
fresh sanctions on Iran and
called for an emergency UN
Security Council meeting.
Iranian officials blamed a
plot by the CIA, Israel and Saudi
Arabia for the unrest that
convulsed much of the country
for five days -- part of the
increasing tensions playing out
between
Iran
and
its
neighbours since President
Donald Tr ump came to pow er.
For a third straight day, there
were larg e pro-gover nment
rallies, this time in 40 locations
a round Tehran province and
several cities including Tabriz
and Kerman after Friday
prayers, as authorities declared
the unrest over.
"We are here to show that we
can
solve
our
problems
ourselves, and will never allow
Saudi Arabia, the USA and
Israel to intervene... and we are

behind the revolution until our
last drop of blood," Mohsen, an
IT engineer in the crowd, told
AFP.
The US imposed sanctions
against five Iranian firms
alleged to have been working on
an illegal ballistic missile
prog r amme, linking the move
to the protests. On the streets
of Tehran, a heavy police
presence lingered though there
were no reports of fresh
protests overnight. There were
some reports of small antigovernment demonstrations in
provincial towns, but these
could not be verified.
Police asked people to send
photos and videos of "troublemakers", local media reported,
and to identify a number of
suspects already caught on
camera. It remains difficult to
gauge who was involved in the
unrest that began December 28,
claiming 21 lives -- mostly
protesters -- and leading to
hundreds of arrests. President
Hassan Rouhani's supporters

have blamed conservative rivals
for stoking anger over economic
issues, which quickly grew out
of control and saw attacks on
security fo rces, g over nment
buildings and symbols of the
regime.
The conservatives deny the
accusations and say Rouhani
must do more to help the poor,
with
parliament
already
moving to repeal an unpopular
fuel tax hike in his recent
budget. The United Nations
Security Council was set to hold
an emergency meeting on the
issue on Friday at the request of
the United States. Chief
prosecutor Mohammad Jafar
Montazeri blamed the unrest on
a plot dating back four years by
the United States, Israel and
Saudi Arabia. "The main
architect of this plan is Michael
D'Andrea," Montazeri said,
referring to the head of the
CIA's Iran desk.
"They launched (social
media) campaigns with the
theme of 'no to high prices', 'no

to paying bills'," he said, adding
that the plan was to start
unrest in the provinces bef ore
moving on Tehran.
Montazeri also claimed
there were efforts to infiltrate
the Islamic State group into the
country. "Eter nal bedfellows
#KSA (Saudi Arabia) and #ISIS -following Trump's lead -- all
endorse violence, death and
destruction in Iran. Why are we
not surprised," tweeted Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarif. Man y officials have
nonetheless recognised the
genuine economic grievances of
many Iranians, particularly a
jobless rate at close to 30
percent for young people.
Iran's economic growth
rebounded to more than 12
percent
last
year
after
sanctions were lifted under a
2015 nuclear deal with world
powers, but analysts say much
of the windfall has come from
renewed oil sales that generate
few jobs. (AFP)

