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State govt to build two watch
towers near CM's house

EOI CORRESPONDENT
KOLKATA, OCT 22/--/In
order to enhance security
for chief minister Mamata
Banerjee,
the
state
government has decided to
built two watch towers near
her house at Kalighat. A
circular has been issued by
the state's PWD today in this
regard which said that the
towers would be built in
three months and the cost
would be around Rs 74 lakh.
According to officials of
the state government the

building of the two towers
was necessitated because of
the increasing flow of
visitors to her residence
whom the chief minister
meet regularly. Since the
area is cluttered and
densely populated and the
lanes around her residence
are narrow keeping a watch
on the movement of people
and traffic was increasingly
becoming difficult. Hence
the decision for erecting the
watch towers, according to
informed sources of the
state government.

BJP, TMC workers' killing in West Bengal
triggers fresh face-off between parties
KOLKATA, OCT 22/--/The
killing of a BJP and a TMC
worker in two separate
incidents in Birbhum
district of West Bengal has
triggered a fresh round of
battle between the two
parties with both blaming
each other for the killings.
The body of BJP worker
Tapas Bagdi was found
hanging from a tree in
Dwaraka
village
of
Birbhum district, while
TMC block president Dipak
Ghosh was shot dead by
unidentified assailants in
the Khayrasole area of the
same district Sunday night,
police said. Bagdi's family
members said he had left the
house after lunch. As he did
not return home by night, his
family started searching for
him and found the body
hanging from a tree. The BJP
Birbhum district leadership

claimed Bagdi was a party
worker. Ananda Bagdi,
father of the deceased,
lodged a complaint at the
Labhpur police station
against five local TMC
workers alleging that they
killed his son, police said.
The district TMC leaders
denied the allegations and
said, "Our workers were not
at all involved in this case."
Superintendent of Police
(SP), Birbhum, Kunal
Agarwal said the cause of
Bagdi's death would be
known
only
after
a
postmortem.
"We are now treating it
as a case of unnatural death.
We don't know whether the
person was affiliated to any
political party," the SP said.
On the Dipak Ghosh murder
case, the SP said seven
people have been detained
for interrogation. BJP state

Dancing her way out of
fear: tale of hope from
Kolkata's red-light area
NEW DELHI, OCT 22/--/
Born in a red-light area in
a bject poverty, she was
married to an abusive man
when she was 16 and
fought a four-year battle
to get custody of her son.
The odds were stacked
impossibly high, but Uma
Das fought back and is
today a much sought after
dance teacher. Just 25, she
also manages a unit to
make sanitary napkins in
Munshiganj, the red-light
a rea in West Beng al's
capital Kolkata. Walking
firmly on the path towards
independence
and
empowerment, Uma Didi,
as she is known, is a
beacon of hope for other
young
women
in
Munshiganj who, like,
her, refuse to be suc ked
into the vortex of flesh
trade.
``My mother was sold
to a brothel. I was born in
a red-light area. All my
life, I have seen fear in the
eyes of young girls. My
mother fought tooth and
nail to protect me from the
flesh trade,'' Uma told PTI
in a telephonic interview
from Kolkata. When she
was 19, Uma witnessed a
sex worker being burnt
alive by a customer over a
paltry sum of money and
decided she would not
allow young lives go up in
flames. The activist saw
hope in dance and used it
as a potent tool to hit back
at patriarchy and poverty.
She joined Apne Aap
Women Wo rldwide , a
charitable trust. Apne Aap
was founded by 22 women
from Mumbai's red light
district, with a vision of a
world where no woman
could be bought or sold.
Undeterred by threats
from pimps, brothel
owners and others, Uma
uses dance therapy to help
girls of the red-light area
choose a life of dignity. She
teaches Rabindra Nritya,
a classical based dance
form invented and devised
by
Nobel
laureate
Rabindranath Tagore, to
girls in the area. Uma
learnt the dance form at
Kolkata Sanved, an NGO
which
uses
Dance
Movement Therapy (DMT)
as an alternative approach
to counselling, psycho
social rehabilitation, selfexpression
and
empowerment.
The
unique therapy model is
designed to heal and
empower individuals from
m a r g i n a l i s e d
communities, including
survivors of gender-based
violence and at-risk
children and youth. "I
always wanted to dance. It
is my salvation. Today, as
a part of Apne Aap, I teach
dance to girls of my area.
We also run a sanitary pad
making unit. Girls are also
taught to make jute bags.
These girls are often
scoffed at for the work they
do, but what they need is
an avenue to earn their
livelihood with dignity,
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Uma asserted. Uma is also
an international celebrity
of sorts. Held out as an
example for others, she
has met former US
Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton and American
actor Ashley Judd. ``I met
Hillary Clinton in 2012
when she visited Kolkata.
I tied a band with the line
Cool Men Don't Buy Sex'
on her wrist. We met
Ashley Judd last year
when she visited my house
as part of an initiative by
Apne Aap, she said. Uma,
who helped show many
young women the light at
the end of the proverbial
tunnel, has waged a long,
often lone battle against
power.
``When I started out, I
was a nobody. I got threats
from pimps, brothel
owners and middlemen. I
have led many r aids in
brothels and rescued
young girls. Small kids are
lured with the promise of
chocolates and sweets.
They are then sold off. We
worked hard to create an
effective circle of discreet
informers who tip us off
about
any
immoral
activity,'' she said. She
continues to live in
Munshiganj and strives to
empower the girls of the
area. Discussing personal
life, she said her mother
has been a pillar of
strength for her.
``I survived an abusive
marriage. I married a boy
from our neighbourhood
when I was 16 against my
mother's wishes. I want to
forget that phase of my life
as it was a big mistake. "I
fought a long custody
battle for my eight-yearold son. I have now filed for
divorce. My strength in all
these phases was my
mother. She never lost
confidence in me,'' she said
An Apne Aap worker
praised
Uma's
determination
and
courage to fight the odds.
Uma today is in charge of
Apne Aap's sanitary pad
making
unit
in
Munshiganj. She gets a
stipend from Apne Aap.
Five girls from the redlight area work under her.
They make around 250 to
300 sanitary pads daily.
The girls are usually paid
Re 1 per sanitary pad. The
unit was started in 2015.
It requires a lot of courage
to stand up to power when
you are a nobod y. Uma
strove to chang e her
destiny and today she is a
force to reckon with, she
said. Moving away from an
unhappy past to a brighter
future, Uma dreams big.
``I want to raise my son
by giving him a good
education. I still remember
that horrible day when a
sex worker was burnt
alive, I hope no life goes
up in flames. I will continue
to protect young girls from
the flesh trade, just the
way my mother protected
me,'' the feisty girl said.
(PTI)
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president Dilip Ghosh said
the TMC had let loose a
"reign of terror" across the
state and was trying to
annihilate BJP workers.
"The TMC is trying to kill
our party workers. Our party
workers are either harassed,
threatened or killed just
because they are associated
with the BJP. This is really
shameful," he said. The
incident brought back
memories of two BJP
workers found hanging in
West Bengal's Purulia
district on June 2 and May
31, respectively, just after the
panchayat polls concluded
in the state. The central BJP
unit had held nation-wide
agitations to protest against
the killing of two Dalit
workers. BJP national
president Amit Shah had
also held a rally in Purulia to
protest against the killing

and had called for defeating
the TMC in the state. TMC
Khayrasole block president
Dipak Ghosh who was shot
at Sunday night by
unidentified persons passed
away at a private hospital
Monday, police said. Ghosh
was riding a motorcycle with
a party worker when
unidentified persons fired at
him near Khayrasole village.
Ghosh received bullet
injuries to his shoulder and
the lower parts of the body.
Birbhum district TMC
president Anubrata Mondal
alleged that goons hired by
the BJP attacked Ghosh.
BJP district president
Ramkrishna Roy denied the
allegations and claimed that
the killing was a result of the
TMC's infighting. Roy's
views were endorsed by BJP
state president Ghosh who
claimed that Birbhum

district had over the years
turned into a battlefield due
to the TMC's infighting. "The
allegations against our party
are completely baseless. The
TMC leadership should first
answer why so many
incidents are being reported
regularly about infighting
within the par ty," he said.
Senior TMC leader and state
minister Firhad Hakim
termed the allegations of
infighting as baseless and
accused the BJP of killing
TMC workers in the state.
"Just for the sake of
power, the BJP is trying to
spread violence in various
parts of the state. They are
trying to terrorise us by
killing our party workers.
But we are soldiers of
Mamata Banerjee and we
won't let the divisive politics
of the BJP succeed in the
state," Hakim said. (PTI)

Kolkata gears up for third edition
of grand immersion carnival
KOLKATA, OCT 22/--/
Seventy-five Durga puja
idols, accompanied by
tableaux projecting unique
and intricate artwork, will
take centre stage as they
parade on the Red Road
here, marking the annual
immersion carnival.
Christened the 'Red
Road
Carnival',
the
brainchild of West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee, the event will
witness the procession of
the 75 idols on a giant truck,
along with the tableaux and
cultural
programme
presentations. In a Tweet,
Banerjee invited people to
come and witness the
carnival, which is into its
third year. A special pandal,
resembling a palace, has
been erected along the
parade route where the CM,
her Cabinet colleagues and
dignitaries, including those
from different consulates,
will be seated, to showcase
the multi-faceted heritage
of Bengal.
"We
are
making
arrangements, which will be
at
par
with
any
international carnival," said
Member, Mayor-in-Council,
Kolkata
Municipal
Corporation, Debashish
Kumar. Secretary of 75 Palli
Puja
Committee,
Bhawanipore, Subir Das
said, "We are participating
for the third time in a row since the inception of this
carnival. Our procession
had won best performer of

immersion award in the first
year." The College Square
Puja Committee will put up
its idol in the carnival
parade to highlight how the
puja has been sticking to the
same
"parampara"
(tradition) over decades,
and also present a small
dance number, said Bikash
Majumder, on behalf of the
committee.
The carnival is aimed at
projecting Bengal's biggest
festival, the Durga puja, to
tourists who missed the
opportunity to see the idols
and craftsmanship on
pandals during the festival

days, Minister of State for
Information and Cultural
Affairs, Indranil Sen, had
said last week. "We want to
involve more Durga Puja
committees in the carnival
to showcase art and
creativity to the world. It is
the biggest festival in
Bengal where lakhs of
people
participate,"
Banerjee had said in
September. A Kolkata Police
official said on Monday that
all arrangements have been
made to manage traffic
during the immersion
carnival.
Pix : Arijit Ganguly

TMYC's masterstroke
on Vijaya Dashami
wins hearts of BJP,
Cong and CPM leaders
ANUP JAYSWAL
SOUMYA DE SARKAR
NORTH DINAJPUR, OCT
22/--/ Keeping in view the
example set by Chief
Minister
Mamata
Banerjee,
who
sent
Durga Puja gifts to her
arch
rival
and
predecessor Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee and his
spouse, Trinamool Youth
Congress
(TMYC)
activists of Kaliaganj
started reaching leading
people of the society
cutting across party lines
to
convey
Vija ya
greetings.
Although
surprised
by
such
unexpected gestures by
youth workers of the
r uling
party,
the
Congress, CPM and BJP
leaders also embraced
them
with
warmth
setting an example of
political-harmony that is
not
very
common.
Anirban Chakra borty,
president of Kaliaganj
TMYC and his deputy
Rajib Saha knocked the
doors of Congress MLA
P ramathnath Roy, CPM
councillor of Kaliaganj
m u n i c i p a l i t y
G y a n e n d r a n a t h
Majumdar, district BJP
vice president Gouranga
Das and other leaders of
opposition parties with
packets of sweets and
flower bouquets. Prior to
greeting the oppositionleaders the TMYC leaders
of Kaliaganj also met
Kartik Pal, chairman and
Basanta
Roy,
vice
chairman of Kaliaganj
municipality and wished
them on account of the
Vijaya.
"I was surprised to
see the TMYC leaders
knocking doors of my
residence today. To my
utter surprise, they
courteously wished me
and my family members
and conveyed Vija ya
wishes to us. I am
touched by such gesture
of TMYC," Roy, the
veteran Congress MLA
said.
Reaction
of
Majumdar, the CPM
councillor
was
no
different also. "At a time
when
the
personal
relationships too are
unfortunately getting
politicised, I felt happy
with political values of
TMYC leaders. I hope
such a gesture would
prevail always," the CPM
leader said.
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I, Dolan Sarkar W/o Utpal
Kanti Sarkar R/o vill . & P.o.
Chahlwipa, P.S. Bhabanipur,
Dist. Purba Medinipur ,
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