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Gearing up for
Panchayat Polls
The coming panchayat elections will be very
important for both the Trinamool Congress
and the BJP: for the TMC to retain its unchallenged position in rural Bengal and for the BJP
to make dents in the ruling party’s bastions.
Ram Navami which falls next Sunday has now
become an occasion for muscle-flexing by the
two adversaries. Last year the BJP took out
marches on the Ram Navami day carrying
arms. On this year’s Ram Navami day, too, the
party was determined to repeat its performance. The West Bengal Gover nment has
banned display of arms in the processions.
But the BJP said the order will be defied. Now
the TMC has decided to observe Ram Navami
in its own way. This is an admission that it can
no longer ignore the political challenge
thrown by the BJP.
The political temperature is rising in rural
Bengal, portending clashes between the two
parties. Numerically, the BJP is not a very
strong force yet in West Bengal, but being the
party that rules the country from Delhi it is
likely to make up for its numerical weakness
by bringing workers from other States and liberally using its immense resources. Even using money and muscle power, the party may
not register more than marginal gains and
break the domination of the TMC. The danger
lies elsewhere. One side will try to polarize the
electorate on religious lines. The other side,
too, willy nilly, will be forced to counter it.
How far the social fabric of rural Bengal will
remain undamaged is the moot point. For a
political party claiming to be secular, trying to
compete with its rival using the same method
may not bring any additional gain but may
harm its secular and democratic image.
The BJP will be happy to find that all its political opponents including the Congress, are
gradually being forced to keep the majority
community in good humour by resorting to
what has come to be named as ‘soft Hindutva`.
But in this game the other parties stand no
chance of winning. Soft Hindutva can pose no
challenge to hard Hindutva. Secular forces
will have to take a strong ideological stand and
combat those forces which do not acknowledge the fact that India is a multi-religious,
multi-lingual, multi-ethnic and multi-cultural
country; those forces which do not see that
each different cultural mosaic fits into the rich
cultural tapestry called India. India is a country which has unity in diversity. Any attempt to
replace unity with uniformity will not succeed
but will only bring disaster.
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LS polls in 2019: Opposition’s task
In politics, situation changes very fast and one month
is not a long period. For the ruling party BJP, only 11
days have passed since their victory in Tripura and
successes in other two states on March 3 leading to
the euphoria that the saffrons are invincible. And now
after the declaration of the by election results in Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar, the same BJP led by the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and President Amit Shah lie
shattered, the saffron fort of Gorakhpur is lost. The
combination of Samajwadi Party and Bahujan Samaj
Party has done the miracle.
Congress President Rahul Gandhi has got the
clear message that Indian polity is really federal and
the people’s responses are also so. There is no party of
natural governance. If the BJP has to be defeated at
the 2019 Lok Sabha poll for the preparation of which
Sonia Gandhi held the meeting of the 20 opposition
parties on March 13, the Congress, as the leading party
of the opposition has to recognize the reality that the
regional parties will have to be given leading role in
the states where they are leaders and posing challenge
to the BJP. The Congress has already followed this
model in Bihar in the last assembly elections and this
can be expanded taking into account the positioning
of the anti-BJP parties in the states.
In fact, the state specific strategy has the full
support of the Trinamool supremo Mamata Banerjee
and this makes sense. This will make the task of
opposition unity easier. In the last assembly elections,
the anti-BJP opposition parties which fought against
each other, have tested their respective strength, but
in Lok Sabha elections, in the states where the BJP is
the main Party, these secular opposition parties can
work out a pragmatic arrangement for the division of
seats by ensuring that there is no division of anti-BJP
votes. This is a difficult task but it can be
accomplished. If Akhilesh and Mayawati can joining
hands in Uttar Pradesh by elections to trounce the
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BJP, the stage is set and now, the opposition parties led
by the Congress, RJD, Trinamool, NCP and JD(U)
should discuss in details the best ways to bring about
this understanding.
Only last month, there was a big debate in the
saffron camp about the desirability of preponing the
Lok Sabha elections in 2018- some BJP think tank
even suggested that this should be held in May’/June
2018 along with the pending assembly elections since
BJP’s fortunes are diving and the Prime Minister with
some image still left, can salvage the situation if the
Lok Sabha and assembly elections in the remaining
states, are held simultaneously. This feeling was
intense after the BJP’s dismal performance in the by
elections in Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan and now
with the trouncing of the BJP in its bastion Uttar
Pradesh, the murmurs are getting stronger and it will
be no surprise if the Lok Sabha elections are held
before November this year.
Despite the hype in the media and the propaganda
by the Government agencies, The BJP’s think tank
who worked for the mission 272 in 2014 Lok Sabha
elections, is worried. Their latest study predicts that
their 282 seats secured in 2014 Lok Sabha elections will
be declining gradually and if the elections are held in
December 2018, the BJP will still be in a position to
retain 217 seats. This may be less the majority but this
will give BJP bargaining power to form a government
by inducing others to form a coalition with 272 seats.
But if the Lok Sabha elections are held in May 2019, the
BJP seats will go down below 200 and then it will be

impossible for BJP to bid for the government. This
analysis was done much before the results of the UP
by elections came out. So, the trends now indicate that
it will not be impossible to bring down the BJP seats
to less than 150 which is the reflection of the real
strength of the BJP. This can be done if the leading
opposition parties work with aggression and
keenness to defeat the saffron forces in the Lok Sabha
elections. Congress President Rahul Gandhi has been
talking of unity of secular forces against fascist
elements. He has been aggressive against the RSS and
BJP these days. That is a good sign. But the Congress
has to function as one of the equals, though the Party
will certainly lead in the anti-BJP battle in most of the
states.
There is every possibility now that the CPI(M)
leadership will finally agree for an understanding
with the Congress to defeat the BJP in the coming
elections. It is of no use to talk of changing policies
when the BJP with all the powers wielded by it due to
its presence in the centre and the states, are making
all efforts to expand its fascistic ideas. This BJP has to
be removed from power and for that defeating the
Party in both assembly and Lok Sabjha elections, is
crucial. This cannot be done without the unity of antiBJP forces including the Congress. The Congress
under Rahul Gandhi is ready to collaborate with the
Left to take on the BJP. The CPI has agreed, The CPI(M)
also has to do af fir mative action at its Hyderabad
Par ty Congress in April this year. It has thus to be
three stage unity for the Left and democratic forces.
First the unity of the left forces themselves, second the
unity of the regional parties and this has to be
followed by a firm understanding with the Congress
on taking on the BJP. The opposition par ties have
scored in some of the recent battles, but the war in Lok
Sabha elections has to be won to protect the ideals and
values of the Indian nation and polity. (IPA)

Girls use umbrella to protect themselves from the direct sun during a hot summer afternoon in Lucknow

Politics in Hindi heartland
To say that politics is fragile is
to bend with the wind. If
anything, politics takes oxygen
through democracy’s faultlines. A particular party is
rejected by the voter and
politics peaks – EVM fraud!
The machines are working for
the ruling party and we don’t
have the time-technology to
dispatch The Terminator back
in time to assassinate the EVM,
so let’s character-assassinate
the Election Commission.
Cool. But Wednesday’s
bypoll results in Uttar Pradesh
and Bihar have once and for all
put to rest the ghosts of EVM
fraud. Even machines have
souls but there’s no way they
can be tampered with, not
when they have belly-buttons
that are shut tight against the
human finger to fiddle with.
Hello, what are you ranting
about, did anybody even say
EVM fraud? Not Mayawati, not
Akhilesh and neither was
Arvind Kejriwal or Mamata
Banerjee – the usual suspects –
speaking of EVM fraud this
time, are they? Look at who are
the winners, the people’s picks.
The voter is always right.
Artificial intelligence cannot
override human intelligence.
Yogi Adityanath is bad but not
that bad as to deny victory to
rightful victor. That said, let’s

get this straight: “it requires
skill for an incumbent to lose a
by-election; it requires even
greater skills to lose if byelections are in seats held by
the CM and the deputy CM;
and, it requires extraordinary
talent to lose it when you are in
charge of both the Centre and
state. The BJP achieved
precisely this feat.” So, don’t
blame the EVM; machines are
not talented folk. And, mind
you, the Election Commission
is autonomous, OK. Excuses
are for us to throw about, not
yours to bandy with. So, to
quote the aforesaid source
again, “If you needed a sign of
both the fragility of politics and
robustness of democracy, the
by-election results from Uttar
Pradesh have just of fered it.”
That is the #GotchaMoment
for the left-liberal who is a
snowflake that melts in the
benign glare of victory but
rages in the malignant flame of
rejection. Two months short
four years ago, the NDA won 73
of UP’s 80 Lok Sabha seats.
Wow! A messy coalition was
avoided. Then, a year ago, the
BJP got 325 (Wow! Wow!!)
Assembly seats in the state and
the EVM was in danger of
being lynched. But god saved
the machine and, in any case,
John
Connor
was
an
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American, why should he timetransport himself to Lucknow2017 to rescue democracy from
machinations? March 14, 2018
changed all that. The SP-BSP
infor mal alliance was a
mac hine-killer, the EVM
manipulators stood no chance
against this safe combination.
In Gorakhpur and in Phulpur,
the Yadav and the non-Yadav
OBC, the Muslim and the
Nishad; and the Dalit got
to gether to create favourable
vibes for the machines to not
act funny. And like the trends
and the victories showed, there
was neither any ‘hawa’ nor
‘hawai’ to the aid of the
vanquished. RIP.
Both Maurya and the Yogi
later said they failed to see the
SP-BSP combination clicking.
This was local issues trumping
national, the Yogi said, without
his trademark ‘Mujhe Lagta
Hai’. The prognosis: A year
from now UP-chefs can trot out
kichdi recipes and India will be
saved. Children will be able to
cheat openly in examinations
in Bihar and UP. Criminals can

loiter without the fear of the
encounter. A buf falo goes
missing and there will be police
to walk it back home. Romeo
will get to woo his Juliet. And
the humble potato will not be
dumped outside landmark
buildings. Caste politics has
made a comeback. Candidate
selection will be the key. Rules
of anti-incumbency will rule –
“P olitics has retur ned to
nor mal
in
the
Hindi
heartland.” That being said,
EVMs will function fine. No
more excuses for getting
drubbed at the hustings c/o
EVM. No more protests outside
the Election Commission. And,
fail or succeed, “Modiji” will get
another chance to show his
“Midas touch”.
Chanakya Amit Shah can
re-drag every BJP worker to the
booth to restart the Modi-Shah
Jugger naut. The core BJPsupporters – urban voters –
stayed home in Phulpur and
Gor akhpur. The y need to be
coax ed
out. And
Yogi
Adityanath will hopefully look
at the cow with different eyes.

He will maybe stick to his dietplan and let the people stick to
theirs. What is in the plate
should remain on the plate and
not spill out in Kasganj and
Muzaffarnagar. And BJP, don’t
forget, the flag is to hoist, not
foist. What about the Congress,
is the party over for Rahul
Gandhi? Not by a long shot. A
Congress-Mukt Bharat – not
yet! Kar nataka, Chhattisgarh
and Madhya Pradesh are not
SP-BSP turf, they are Congressspreads along with being BJPdesh. Mayawati is the only
politician who has diehard
supporters who will vote as per
her diktat, a phenomenon
unique to her, b ut Mayawati
casts no shadow in these states
and neither can Akhilesh cycle
to these parts without getting
punctured.
T heir infor mal alliance
may not last. They are limited
to Uttar Pradesh and both will
want to outscore the other in
UP to have the upper-hand in
the LS. An alliance will also
unleash rebel candidates from
both parties. So the Congress
stands a good chance.
Congress or BJP, it will be good
for India if there is no kichdi –
bland food that will only beget
a sallow complexion, weak
constitution. Down with
Kichdi-Pulao. (IPA)
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