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NEW DELHI, APR 25 /--/
The BCCI is keeping all
options open after the Law
Commission last week
recommended the powerful
cricket body be brought
under the RTI ambit. It,
however, doesn't see team
selection coming under its
purview. Law Commission
had said that the BCCI should
be brought under the RTI
Act, noting that it falls
under the definition of a
public authority which has
received
substantial
financing
from
the
government. Though the
recommendations of the
Law Commission are not
binding on the government,
the cash-rich board is
waiting to see its stance on
the subject.
"BCCI is waiting for the
law commission report to be
sent to the government and
keeping all options open.
The BCCI will have to come
under RTI if mandated. The
BCCI is all for transparency
and if that means coming
under RTI, it will be
considered," said a senior
BCCI official on the
condition of anon ymity.
"However,
selection
committee and a couple of
other things cannot be
mandated in it. Technical
and finance committee
could be part of RTI," the
official added. The matter
was also discussed by the
Committee
of
Administrators
(CoA),
Vinod Rai and Diana Edulji,
here today. BCCI CEO
Rahul Johri, too, was part of
the meeting. In July 2016,
the Supreme Court had
asked the Law Commission
to recommend whether the
cricket board can be
brought under the RTI. (PTI)

ICC apologises for
tweet on PM,
launches inquiry
NEW DELHI, APR 25 /--/
The International Cricket
Council
(ICC)
on
Wednesday apologised and
launched an investig ation
into a social media post
relating to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi that went out
from its official Twitter
handle.
"ICC is dismayed at a
non-cricket related tweet
appearing on its Twitter
feed earlier today. We would
like to extend our sincere
apologies to anyone who was
offended during the short
space of time it was up," ICC
said in a tweet after
removing the post, the
screenshot of which was
shared multiple times. "We
have
launched
an
investigation into how this
happened," the world body
stated. The tweet that
appeared this morning
related to Modi and selfproclaimed godman Asaram
Bapu, who was today
convicted by a Jodhpur
court for raping a teenager at
his ashram in 2013. As soon
as the tweet appeared, many
users of the platform asked
who was handling the ICC
account, and the faux pas
also left the Indian cricket
board fuming. "This is
unfortunate
that
an
objectionable post has been
attributed to the ICC official
social media account. Not
done. We did bring up the
matter to ICC's notice," a top
BCCI official told PTI.

OxladeChamberlain's
World Cup in doubt
after injury
LIVERPOOL, APR 25 /--/
Liverpool and England
midfielder Alex OxladeChamberlain`s hopes of
heading to the World Cup
are in doubt after he suffered
a what appeared to be a
serious injury in the 5-2 win
over AS Roma in their
Champions League semifinal, first leg on Tuesday.
The 24-year-old, who joined
Liverpool from Arsenal in
August, was carried off on a
stretcher in the 18th minute
after making a sliding tackle
on
Roma
full-back
Aleksandar
Kolarov.
Liverpool manager Juergen
Klopp said the England
international`s season looked
to be over. "Yes, that is how it
is, unfortunately. All the
medical department is quite
concerned even without a
scan and the season is not
that long anymore," he said.
"It’s probably a really bad
injury. If we can say that
already before the scan,
that’s never good news so that
means for us it’s a massive
blow, of course," he said.

Jurgen Klopp shrugs
off late Roma goals
LIVERPOOL, APR 25 /--/
Liverpool`s
manager
Juergen Klopp refused to
dwell on the two late
goals they conceded in a 52 win over AS Roma in
their Champions League
semi-final, first leg on
Tuesday, saying his team
had been "perfect" for 80
minutes.
"Of course, we would
have been more happy
with 5-0 or 5-1 but 5-2 is a
f antastic result. We go
there and try again," said
the German coach after
Mohamed Salah and
Roberto Firmino claimed
two goals each against
the
shell-shocked
Italians.
"The
boys
played a brilliant game
over a very long period.
Even the last minutes
when we conceded. We
made one mistake and the
ref made one mistake
(awarding a penalty) and
that was two goals for
them. "We have to work
again in Rome, that is no
problem. There would
have been wo rk to do if
we had won 5-0. Roma
would
have
tried
everything anyway," he
said. Salah scored two
superbly taken goals to
take his season tally in all
competitions to 43 and
his Champions League
total to 10 for the season
-- a club record for a
Liverpool player in a
single
European
campaign. Klopp was
clearly impressed by the
Egyptian`s finishing,
which saw him open the
scoring with a beautiful
curling left-foot shot into
the top corner and then
double the advantag e
with a perfectly executed
lift over advancing keeper
Alisson. "The first goal is
just a genius strike, he
scored already a few like
this, so that makes clear

Dhawan, Smriti
recommended for
Arjuna awards
NEW DELHI, APR 25 /--/
The
BCCI
today
recommended
India
opener Shikhar Dhawan
and women's team player
Smriti Mandhana for the
Arjuna award.
"We have nominated
Shikhar Dhawan and
Smriti
Mandhana's
names
for
Arjuna
award," BCCI's acting
secretary
Amitabh
Chaudhary said. The 32year-old Dhawan is
presently playing in the
Indian Premier League
(IPL)
for
Sunrisers
Hyderabad and has been
a regular across all three
formats for India. Ever
since a debut Test
hundred
against
Austr alia
in
2013,
Dhawan has been a
crucial cog in the Indian
batting line-up. The 21year-old Mandhana had
played a key role in India
reaching the final of the
ICC Women's World Cup
in England last year. Her
prolific run this year has
seen her grab a careerhigh fourth position in
the
ICC
women's
rankings.
In
nine
innings,
Mandhana
amassed
531
runs
including five halfcenturies, in the recent
home series against
England. Meanwhile, the
Board has given the
names of Hardik Pandya
and Dinesh Karthik as
India's representatives in
the Wo rld XI team that
will play West Indies in a
charity Twenty20 match
at the Lord's on May 31.
Proceeds from the game
will be used to rebuild and
r enova te five g r ounds
damaged
by
by
Hurricanes Irma and
Maria in the Caribbean
islands.
The venues include
the Ronald Webster Park
in Anguilla, the Sir Viv
Richards Stadium in
Antigua, the Windsor
Park
Stadium
in
Dominica,
the
A.O.
Shirley
Recreation
Ground in the British
Virgin Islands and the
Carib Lumber Ball Park
in St. Maarten. The West
Indies are the reigning
ICC Wo rld T wenty20
champions and will be led
by Carlos Brathwaite and
the side includes other
top names like Chris
Gayle, Marlon Samuels,
Samuel Badree and Andre
Russell. (PTI)

it is no coincidence," he
told reporters. "The
second is brilliant play,
Bobby (Firmino) between
the lines and he (Salah)
makes the play. Then he
makes the other two
goals," added Klopp,
referring to Salah`s
assists for Sadio Mane
and Firmino after the
break.
The former Dortmund
manager did not regret
taking Salah off in the
75th
minute
with
Liverpool 5-0 ahead,
saying he wanted to
protect the PFA Player of
the Year fr om possible
injury. "If anyone wants
to say it is my mistake we
concede the two goals
because I change the
striker, I have no problem
with that. We did not
prepare our passes. He
was running (to through
balls) all the time and it
would not have helped us
if he got an injury." But
Klopp stopped short of
saying that Salah, signed
from Roma for 42 million
euros ($51.37 million) in
June , was now the best
player in the world.
"W hat a player. If you
think he is the best in the
world, write it or say it.
He is in outstandingly
good shape, world class
shape, but to be the best
in the world you need to
do it over a longer period,
I think."
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Salah superb but five-star
Liverpool give Roma lifeline
LIVERPOOL, APR 25 /--/
Liverpool manager Jurgen
Klopp labelled talisman
Mohamed Salah a "genius"
as the Egyptian came back
to haunt former club Roma
in spectacular style with
two goals and two assists in
a 5-2 Champions League
semi-final,
first-leg
demolition of the Italians at
Anfield.
However, Liverpool's
night was soured by the
concession of two late away
goals and a serious injury to
midfielder Alex OxladeChamberlain that looks set
to end his season and World
Cup chances with England.
Roberto Firmino also scored
twice and Sadio Mane
netted Liverpool's other goal
to make up for missing a
series of gilt-edged chances
as the scoreline did
anything but flatter the
hosts. "He's outstanding,
pretty much you can't
defend (against him)," said
Klopp of Salah. "The first
goal is a genius strike. He
scored already a few like
this and that makes it even
more special because it
makes it no coincidence."
Roma produced one of the
finest
comebacks
in
Champions League history
by overturning a 4-1 first-leg
deficit against Barcelona in
the quarter-finals.
They will need to do the
same in the return leg on
May 2, but the visitors were
at least given a lifeline
when Edin Dzeko and Diego
Perotti grabbed two vital
away g oals in the final 10
minutes. "This reaction is
welcome because we give
meaning to the return
match," said Roma coach

Eusebio Di Francesco. "This
was the first semi-final for
Roma after three decades,
we are not used to playing
this level of opposition but
this tie is not over. We have
done it before. Whoever
doesn't believe in this
comeback can stay home."
Liverpool will rue their
missed chances and poor
late defending, but remain
well on course for a first
final in 11 years. "Since I
arrived Liverpool always
had to take a slightly more
difficult way, but, in the
end, mostly still a successful
way and that's what we will
try in Roma," said Klopp. "It
is still a very positive result

tonight." The hosts' early
rhythm was disrupted when
Chamberlain
was
stretchered off with what
Klopp
described
as
"probably a really bad
injury".
Moments later, the
visitors were inches away
from the opener when
Aleksandar Kolarov's longrange
strike
slipped
through the grasp of Loris
Karius and came back off
the crossbar. However,
Liverpool soon settled and
should have put the tie
beyond doubt before halftime. Mane blazed over
when clean through on goal
and then skewed wide when

teed up by Firmino. Roma
have now lost their last four
Champions Lea gue away
games -- shipping 13 goals in
the process -- and were
punished by the man they
sold to Liverpool for what
now seems a bargain 42
million euros (£37 million,
$52 million) last year.
Nine minutes of the first
half remained when Salah
picked the ball up just
inside the Roma area and
was given far too much time
by Juan Jesus to cut inside
onto his f avoured left f oot
and curl the ball with
unerring accuracy into the
top
cor ner. Brazilian
number one Alisson has

been in stunning form but
even he was powerless as
Salah struck again in firsthalf stoppage time with a
trademark dinked finish
over the advancing 'keeper.
Chasing a first ever
Champions League hattrick, Salah would have
been forgiven for going for
goal as he bore down on
Alisson once more 11
minutes into the second
period. But he showed why
he is considered one of the
game's more unselfish
superstars by squaring for a
relieved Mane to convert
from close range.
Salah wreaked more
havoc five minutes later
when he sped past the
helpless Jesus and pulled
the ball across goal for
Firmino to tap home.
Firmino then rose highest to
head in James Milner's
corner to take Liverpool's
fearsome front three's
combined tally for the
season to 88 goals. Roma's
night seemed to be summed
up when midfielder Kevin
Strootman and coach Di
Francesco became engaged
in a blazing row after the
fifth goal went in.
However,
Klopp's
decision to withdraw Salah
15 minutes from time
backfired as the tie swung
back Roma's way in the final
stag es. Firstly, with nine
minutes left, Dzeko slotted
home his 21st goal of the
season as Lovren got caught
underneath
the
ball.
Moments later, Anfield was
stunned when Milner was
punished for handball
inside the area and Perotti
coolly slotted home the
resulting penalty.

Under-fire Gambhir steps down as Delhi Daredevils captain
NEW DELHI, APR 25 /--/
Gautam Gambhir today stepped
down as captain of perennial IPL
laggards Delhi Daredevils, saying
he just wasn't good enough for the
job.
India batsman Shreyas Iyer
was announced as the new skipper
at the franchise's press conference
which was also attended by coach
Ricky Ponting and team CEO
Hemant Dua. The 36-year-old
Gambhir, however, will continue to
be a part of the team for the
remaining eight games. The India
discard, who led KKR to two IPL
titles and played international
cricket for over a decade, said he
was not able to handle the
captaincy pressure. "The bell
started ringing after the last game
(against KXIP at Kotla) and it was
time to take the call. My own
performance has not been upto the
mark. Maybe I was too desperate to
turn things around," Gambhir
said. "I was sitting alone and
thinking, I couldn't handle the

pressure... I was not good enough
and that is all," he added. The
experienced combine of Gambhir
and Ponting were roped in by the
franchise ahead of the season,
hoping that it would result in a
successful season. However, it has
proved to be exactly the opposite
with Delhi losing five out of their
six games. On the personal front,
Gambhir's performance was
below-par by his own standards.
He scored 55 in the opening game
before failing in the next four
innings. The southpaw insisted
that he was not pressurised to quit
and it was rather his own decision.
"It is solely my decision and
there was no pressure from the
franchise. As I said, my
performance was not upto the
mark and I just could not handle
the pressure. That could be one
reason (for stepping down)," said
Gambhir. Gambhir performed for
India in high-pressure games
multiple times and enjoyed
success with a high-profile team

like KKR over their seven year
association. Was pressure really
behind his unexpected decision?
"I was 28 when I joined KKR and
today I am 36. May be I could
handle pressure better then," he
said. Daredevils CEO Dua also
faced questions over his future
with a team that has underachieved over the last 11 seasons.
"If that helps the team, I will
happily do it," he snapped back
when questions were asked about
his tenure. The new captain, Iyer,
sees it as an opportunity and is
excited about the challenge. The
23-year-old Iyer is a top-order
batsman and has scored two backto-back half centuries in losing
causes.
"I am really loving the
responsibility. I love f acing
challenges. It is a great
opportunity to prove myself and
take the team to the highest level
possible," said Iyer adding that he
was
informed
about
the
development only this afternoon.
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Ponting remained optimistic about
the team's chances to make the
play-offs. "We can still tur n it
around. Six out of our eight games
are at home. I have said all along
that we have the team to do well. It
is just that we have not been able to
put it together. The gap between our
best cricket and worst cricket has
been a bit too much," said the

Liverpool fan fighting for his
life after assault by Roma fans
LIVERPOOL, APR 25 /--/ A Liverpool
fan was fighting for his life on
Wednesday after suf fering a serious
head injury in a "vile" assault by Roma
fans before the club's Champions
League semi-final first-leg clash with the
Italian club. The man is being treated for
his injuries at a neurological centre,
where his condition is described as
critical, Merseyside Police said. Two
men -- a ged 25 and 26 -- have been
arrested on suspicion of attempted
murder after attacking the 53-year-old
man, who had reportedly travelled from
Ireland for the match.
"We believe the victim was in
Liverpool with his brother for the
Liverpool v Roma semi-final and was
assaulted during an altercation
between Roma and Liverpool fans near
to the Albert pub at about 7:35 pm (1835
GMT)," said detective inspector Paul
Speight. "Witnesses repor t that the
victim was hit with a belt and then fell
to the ground. "Paramedics treated him
at the scene and he was taken by
ambulance to Walton neurolo gical
centre, where he is being treated for a
head injury. "His condition is currently
described as critical and his next of kin
have been infor med." Liverpool, who
won the match 5-2, said they were
"shocked and appalled" by the incident.
"Our thoughts, in the first instance, are
with the victim and his family at this
very traumatic time. We will be offering
them our full support," the club added
in a statement. Serie A side Roma said
there was no room in football for the
"vile behaviour". "AS Roma condemns in
the strongest possible terms the
abhorrent behaviour of a small minority

of traveling fans who brought shame
on the club and the vast majority of
Roma's well-behaved supporters at
Anfield after getting involved in
clashes with Liverpool supporters
before last night's fixture," the club
said.
European football's governing
body UEFA said it was "deeply
shocked by the vile attack", adding it
was waiting to receive full reports

before deciding on potential
disciplinary charges. The alleged
assailants were among a total of nine
men, aged between 20 and 43, who
were arrested for various offences
before and after the match.
The of fences included af fray,
assault, possession of offensive
weapons, possession of a controlled
drug, criminal damage and being
drunk and disorderly.

former Australian captain.
Towards the end of
the
conference, Gambhir was asked
about his future as a player. "I have
not thought about it yet. We are in
the middle of the competition. We
still have a good chance of making
the play-of fs. We need to be
thinking about that rather than my
future," Gambhir added. (PTI)

We lost our heads but
we have to believe,
says Di Francesco
LIVERPOOL, APR 25 /--/
AS
Roma`s
coach
Eusebio Di Francesco
said they lost their heads
in the 5-2 defeat by
Liverpool
in
their
Champions
League,
semi-final, first-leg at
Anfield on Tuesday but
added that his team had
to believe they could
turn the tie around.
"We had an excellent
start but then we lost
our heads and the ability
to stay in the game and
so we got ourselves into
dif ficulty,"
he
told
reporters. "We reall y
weren`t good for 50
minutes and we lost all
the challenges and duels
and couldn`t even make
simple five yard passes,"
said the Italian whose
team had been 5-0 down.
But two goals in the final
nine minutes - an Edin
Dzeko strike and a Diego
Perotti penalty -- g ave
Roma hope they could
make
an
unlikely
comeback at the Stadio
Olimpico
next
Wednesday.
Di Francesco`s side
had lost their quarterfinal first leg 4-1 at
Barcelona but advanced
with a 3-0 win at home
where they have not

conceded a goal in this
season`s
Champions
Lea gue. "We have to
believe for the return
g ame. You have to
believe
because
in
football everything is
possible, even if it will
not be easy," said Di
Francesco.
"I don`t want to hear
about `miracles` because
it is about believing in
your work and what we
do. It is going to be
different from the Barca
g ame, it will be tougher.
But whoever doesn`t
believe should stay at
home," he added.
Roma
full-back
Alessandro Florenzi said
Liverpool had been close
to finishing off the
contest but the door was
now open for a battle in
the Italian capital. "We
lost our way after the
opening half-hour and
were practically dead,
but they didn’t kill us off
completely.
With heart, grit and
pride we were able to reopen a tie that had
seemed finished," he
said. "I can promise the
fans that we’ll spit blood
for this jersey and will
play a very different
match next week."

Printed and published by Romen Dutta, owned by Asish Laha and published from Jaduvita, P.O. : Champasari, PS : Pradhan Nagar, Siliguri-734 003
and printed at Echo Printing Press, Jadnvita, P.O. : Champasari PS : Pradhan Nagar, Siliguri-734 003, Editor : Rabindra Nath Sinha * (*Responsible for selection of news under the PRB)

CYMK

